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REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE 
ACTING UNDER HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 12 


THE JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE SOth GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATH OF ARKANSAS, COMPOSED OF THREE 
MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND TWO MEMBERS OF THE SENATE, NAMELY: -REPRESENTATIVES MARCUS 
MILLER, JOHN G. RYE, AND MINOR MILWEE AND SENATORS J. L. SHAVER AND CLYDE ELLIS, AUTHORIZED AND APPOINTED 
UNDER HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 12, TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF COMMONWEALTH COLLEGE 
AT MENA, ARKANSAS, MET IN THE POLK COUNTY COURT HOUSE IN MENA ON THE 16th DAY OF FEBRUARY; 1935, AT 12s 00 M 
AND PROCEEDED TO ORGANIZE. | | | 

REPRESENTATIVE MILLER OF POLK COUNTY WAS DULY ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF SAID COMMITTEE, AT WHICH TIME 
THE COMMITTEE WAS ORGANIZED.AND LUCIEN E, COLEMAN AND J. 0. E. BECK,JR, WERE DULY ELECTED’AS CLERKS OF SAID 
COMMITTER, THE COMMITTEE VOTED THAT THEY GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION, AND IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER BEGAN THE — 
TAKING OF TESTIMONY. | ss E 

THE TESTIMONY FOLLOWS: z f 
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THE TESTIMONY OF LUGIEN KOCH, L. H. SHEPHERD, HENRY BLACK, T. J. THOMAS, MILDRED PRICE COY AND 
J. Ce TURNER TAKEN ON THE 16th DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1935 IN MENA, POLK COUNTY, ARKANSAS AT THE POLK COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE BEFORE A JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE AS AUTHORIZED AND APPOINTED UNDER HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLU- 
TION NO. 12 BY MILLER OF POLK, OF THE 50th GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS, COMPOSED OF THE FOLLOW- 
ING MEMBERS TO-WIT: REPRESENTATIVE MARCUS MILLER, CHAIRMAN, REPRESENTATIVE JOHN G., RYE AND REPRESENTATIVE 
MINOR MILWEE, AND SENATORS J. L.GHAVER AND CLYDE ELLIS, TO BE SUBMITTED AS A-PART OF THE COMPOSITE FINDINGS 
OF SAID COMMITTEE IN THEIR REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS. 


LUCIEN KOCH, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: 
BY MR. SHAVER. 


Qe What is your name? 
As Lucien Koch. 


Qe Where do you live, Mr. Koch? 
Ae Commonwealth College, Mena, Arkansas, 


Qe How old are you? 
27. 


Qe Where were you born? 
A. Portland, Oregon. 


Q Of what descent? 
A. My mother is Swiss and my father is German. They came over here.as children, one at the age of 6 and 
the other at the age of 9, l i : 


Q. How long did you live at Portland, Oregon? 
Ae I am told that I was there just seven days, then moved to a farm near Oregon City, 26 miles out and 
settled at Weldeness there. i 


Qe Where were you educated? 

A. My formal education waa in Clackamus County, Oregon, ina little Soury school, 3 miles from home. I 
then went to Oregon City, working my way through high school as a printer's devil and at the end of my 
educational year in high school I entered Commonwealth College as a student. 


j a 


Qe 
As 


‘No, he continued his connection With the college when it moved to Mena, and served as the director up _, 


A ot oe 
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How old were you then? 


'I was between 15 and 16 years, Commonwealth was located 4m Louisiana and after attending Commonwealth as 


a student and student-teacher, I entered the University of Wiseonsin as a post-graduate student, special- 
izing in economics and labor. During my second year there I was a member of the staff of the University 
of Wisconsin, and also completed requirements for my Master's degree. That concludes my formak education, 


Did you teach any subjects in the University of Wisconsin? 
Í sanen Greek poctoteeys I specialized in the social and political and economical phobiens of Greek 
action. 


How long did you teach there? And why did you not teach any longer? 
Because I left to assume my duties at Commonwealth at Mena, Arkansas. 


Your services were sakisfactory there, were they not? . ` 
Yes, I was back there later teaching during the summer session, 


How long have you beem teaching at the Commonwealth College at Mena, Arkansas? 
I taught one year before going to the University of Wisconsin and then I have taught since 1931, so 
altogether, I have taught about five years or between five and six years. 


When was the Commonwealth College at Mena established? 
Commonwealth was established in 1923 at Leesville, Louisiana and moved to its present location in the 


i| 
spring of 1925. vi | 


Who founded it in Louisiana? 

There were three people primarily responsible for the founding of Commonwealth, the person providing 
most of the initiative was Dr. W. E. Zeuch, and associate founders were Kate Richards O'Hare, now Mrs. 
Kathleen Cunningham, and the third person was Harold V. Brown. They were responsible for organizing 
the school and contacting the other teachers and getting the students. 


This school operated in Louisiana for how long? 

For about a year and a half. They left Louisiana and came to Mena, Arkansas, because of a break: 
between those responsible for the school of Commonwealth and those responsible for Llano Colony. The 
school had a contractual relationship with the Colony. It was never an organic part of the Colony, and 
it left the Colony during the Christmas of 1924 sig because of differences which developed between the 
College and the Colony. 


Where is Dr. Zeuch? 
Dr. Zeuch is now chief of the Planning Division of the Subsistence Homestead of the Department of In- 


terior in Washington, one of the ees Trusts". 


Where is Kate Richards O'Hare, known as Mrs. Kathleen Cunningham? 
Now living in California, and’ the last I knew was living in Pasadena. 


Where is Harold V. Brown? 
He is dead. 


Did Dr. W. E. Zeuch move here to Mena and become interested in Commonwealth College here? 

No, he was interested in such a college before he established Commonwealth at Llano Colony, because 
of his experience in rural academic schools, he felt that there was need for such a school as Common- 
wealth. He taught five or six years at Commonwealth before he founded Commonwealth. B 


Did he found this college here? i A 
No, he founded it at Louisana and it was later moved to Mena. 


va 


Did he break with the College here at Mena? 
to July, 1951. ) 


“i 


Then what position did he take after that? 
At that time he left on a Guggenheim Fellowship for Europe and that marked his permanent break with the S 


Commonwealth College. 


E 


Was he ever President of the College? -e 
The Director is synomomous with the President. 


Now, you say when he left that signified his break with the Commonwealth College, 
Yes, that marked his permanent break with Commonwealth College. 


kd 


Do you use the word advisedly? 
No, I use it legally. 


Then I want to know if there was a difference of opinion with reference io: Coummaweanti College and if« 


so, what was the difference that caused this break? 

Dr. Zeuch was forced out of the Commonwealth College Association because there were differences between 

himself and the other members of the civil group. Namely, members of the Commonwealth Association. The. - 

major difference of opinion was Zeuch's inability to work with other people. This caused the other mom- 

bers to become, eautehsed and to act in such a manner as to sever completely his connections with the | 
‘Bi 


school. 


l 
| 
Would yọu illustrate as to what some of the examples of the differences of opinion ia caused the break | 
| 


were? 
I wish to state that while this waa taking place I was in the University of Wisconsin, ‘and any information 


I give will be second-handed, D š 


Ae 


Then will you state how you got the secondehand information? 

I got it in conversation with those on the campus, but I could not tell from whtoh particular individual 

the conversation came, as I don't recall that. Zeuch realized that a majority of the group was not will- 
ing to follow his leader-ship because of his commanding mannerisms. He tried to keep control of the 
Association, by attempting to expel those members unfriendly to him. They postponed a final decision 

until I returned from thé University of Wisconsin. After returning I spent the first two days with 

Zeuch trying to bring about some understanding between him and the other members of the group. I valued 
his friendship highly and did not want to see any bfeak come to a crisis, because it would destroy our | 
friendship and be. damaging to the school., It was impossible to make a compromise, 


Now, what is signified by the use of the name of Commonwealth College? How did it get its name? 

I don't know just who proposed this name, or how this name of "Commonwealth" was accepted. I presume 
the three people I named, decided upon this name, J am not sure of the significance that the three 
eaten their mind, but probably it worked toward a greater equality in the distribution of our National 
wea . . 


Is the Commonwealth College incorporated? ` 
Yes, by our Articles of incorporation, which is made out by the Circuit Clerk downstairs. I have a copy. 


May I see a copy? » . 
It is the only copy we have in the office, I would like to have it back. I have not read that myself 


for a good many years, 


Will you file a copy of these Articles of Incorporation as Exhibit "A" to your testimony? We will 
prepare that. 
Yes. f p 


I notice that the college was established on the 30th day of February, 1925 on the present location. 


. YOS. 


Now the Articles provide that you have a Board of Trustees. 
I have a copy of our Constitution here, would you like to see it? They tell of our government, that 


I am willing to leave. 


Will you file a copy of your Constitution of the Commonwealth College as Exhibit "B" to your testimony? 
Yes. . / 


I notice the college was formed non-profit for teaching certain educaticnal subjects. Is that true? 


Yes, 
Now your college is located in which direction from Mena, where and how far? ° 
It is located on the Tallihiana Highway, which I believe is West of Mena about eleven miles from Mena. 


What does your physical plant consist of? Will you file as Exhibit "C" to your deposition what is 
entitled "Commonwealth College Association Financial Report for 1934?" , 

This is not a complete report and if there are.copies available, I would like to file ‘in addition a 
complete financial report. Here I notice our physical plant is not listed. 


It is understood then that a completely itemized statement of your plant will be filed as Exhibit "D"? 
Yes. f , . 


How many acres of land do you have out there? 
S20— 


And how many buildings do you have? 
Approximately two dozen, including dormitories, library, class rooms, laundry, kitchen, Commonwealth 


store, etcetera, | 


Is the plant fully paid for? 
Yes, there is no indebtedness on our plang. 


How was it paid for? 
Through donations, through tuitions, through subscriptions to our college paper and to the contribution 


of the labors of the students and teachers. Now I could go into’ more detail if you want me to. 


When you say contributions, do you have any organizations contributing to your school? 
Yea, several individuals and organizations of various types contributed to the school. 


Would you state the organizations contributing to the school? 

The large grant, I believe, approximated $27,000.00 came from the fund for Publie Service with offices 
in New York City; Carnegte Fund of New York contributed $5,000.00, and several contributions were made 
by Mrs. Leonard Elmhirst Committee, and several grants were made by the 

Contributions were also forthcomi ng from several local and national trade Unions, 


, 


Please name them. i 
International Ladies Garment Workers Union, Hosiery Workers Union, Amalgamated Cotton Workers of 


America, There are others too, but I do not recall them right now. I might also say that contributions 
have been made by the Workingmen's Circle. i i i ~ 


Werec there any contributions to your school by what is Known as the "Garland Fund’? 
The "Garland Fund" is a fund for public service, 


a i 


Were there any contributions made by the "Garland Fund"? 
That is not the proper name of the fund, the proper name is the “Fund for Public Service", We have 
received contributions from the "Fund for Public Service”, 


When and how much? 
I stated previously that we received approximately $27,000.00, I believe in the year 1925. We could 
check on this. We ar: receiving from the fund for "Public Service” $500.00 this year, 


Does the sum of $27,500.00 comprise the complete contribution of the "Public Services Fund" to your 


college? 
The "Public Service Fund" has made two contributions to Commonwealth College. One around the year 


1925, and the other in the year 1935. 
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In what sums? 
The first sum approximated as I ssai $27,000.00, the sum contributed for 1935 is $500.00. 


Did I ask you how much land you had out there? 
Yes. 


What was your answer? 
520 acreSe 


How many acres of that land is in cultivation? 
Approximately 150. l 


How many students are qhora there at this time? 
Around 30, which includes tuition paying students, and maintenance students, 


What qualifications do students have to have in order to be eligible to enter? 

They need have no formal academic qualifications, since formal qualifications enequadery mean nothing. 
We require two things of our students on enrolling at Commonwealth. Namely, they must have intelligence 
and be able to handle the college work and they must have an alert interest in social ‘problems confronte- 


ing the countries of the World. 


Do you have a list of your students together with their names and addresses that are now enrolled in 


your college? 
I do not have them with me, ; 


ur. Koch, may I hand you what we understand purports to be a correct list of the students together with 
their addresses who are now enrolled in the Commonwealth College? Please state whether that list is 


correct in all particulars. 
It is my belief that this constitutes a list of the Commonwealth students and indicates the states from 


which they came. 


I notice that there is only one student in your college from Arkansas? 
Yes, that would be James Fulke. We have another student‘ that is omitted tion this list, that is 


Isabella Carson from Arkansas. 


Why is it that most of your students and practically all of your students are from other states? 
Because the school is better known in other states ang because respective students of other states are 
more aware and more interested in social problems dealt with at Commonwealth. 


Are any of these students financed by any organizations that contribute to your college? / 
Yese 


Will you please take this list and slowly and carefully state the name of the E that is 
sending this student to college and what compensation that organization is contributing toward the 


education of this student. 
I cannot answer that in detail because I do not have the facts in mind, but the F. E. R. A. at the 


present time is financing four scholarships at Commonwealth College. Commonwealth College is also þeiag 
prdtided by the International Ladies Garment Workers Union. Those are the organizations as I recall 


then. 


Will you inspect your records when you get back to the college and prepare a list showing the names, 


the addresses, and the organizatinn or individual that is financing the various students at your college, 


and the amounts of money contributed to the funds for such education? 
I would like to ask the committee for the privilege of taking up oe matter with the -individuals 
involved and see whether or not they make any objection. 


Do you have any objections ot furnishing it? 
Personally, I do not. ' 


We will grant that request, however, unless you object to furnishing it, we will insist upon it being 


furnished. 
I would not object, but if the individual objects, then would it be necessary for me to furnish it? 


Yes, however, if you wish to consult an attorney, of course that right will be granted. 
Thank you. : « 


I will state further that I will expect a reply from you within a reasonable time, addressing your ` 
letter to Mr. Marcus Miller, House of Representatives, Little Rock, Arkansas. 
I would be glad to make a decision on that this afternoon, providing i committee stays long enough 


and I can get back to the College. 


I wish you would introduce the list of the names of students in your College as Exhibit "E" to your 


testimony. 
I will do that. 


| 
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Q. Are you a member of any church? 

As I was brought up in the Presbyterian Church, but at the present time I do not consider myself a 

= member of any church, although I sometime attend church when I consider the lecturer had something 
interesting to say. 


Qe Why did you quit the Presbyterian Church? 
Ae I did not simply quit the Presbyterian Church, it: was a aie development during which time my interest 


‘ . in attending church was substituted by other and more compelling interests, i 


a Qe Where did you join the Presbyterian Church? 
A. I do not know what procedure you have to go through to join, all I did was to attend. I attended 
Sunday School and have a Bible given me by the Superintendent of the Sunday School. 


Qə Do you believe in the Bible? 
Ae I am interested in the Bible as a social document. 


Qe Do-you believe in the Bible? 


A. I am not sufficiently acquainted with the Bible to state whether or not I believe in the Bible, I 
believe, however, I would have many disagreements with PoRSAECe contained in the Bible. 


Q- Do you believe ina Goa? 
Ae No. Ş 


Qe You do not believe in a God? 
å. I am giving my personal opinion and I am not representing the position of the school. 


=~ - Qe To get a further background, may I ask do you believe in the Constitution of the United States? 
: Ae -I am convinced that i believe in it more thoroughly than the planters of the Eastern part of Arkansas. 


Qee Do you believe in the Comstitution of ane United States? 
Ae I answered that question. 


Q. Then that is the only answer you will give? 
Ae Y@8e 


Q.e Do you believe in the Amercan Form of government? 
A. I believe in the American form of government in so far as the will of the people is compatible with it. 


Q. Do you believe that the people of America have the constitutional right to change any form of government? 


: . Ae I am convinced that that is the case. ) 
Qe Do you respect the American Flag? | 
A. I refuse to answer because I consider it as havéNg no bearing on the investigation. I refuse to answer ea 


without advice of counsel. 


Qe You understand that I am trying to be perfectly fair in regard to my examination and accord you that ~ 
right? You made the statement a few moments ago, that you believed. in the Comstitution more than the 


planters of Eastern Arkansas, would you please explain that statement? 
Ae My experience with the Eastern part of Arkansas convinced me that the planters had little respect for 
any provision of the Constitution. Particularly did they invade the right granted American citizens in 


the Bill of Rights. 


Qe In what respect? 
Ae By breaking up meetings, jailing individuals on trumped up charges. Beating peaceful citizens who were 


conducting themselves within the law of the land. 


Qe What do you teach at Commonwealth College? 
A. At the present time I am teaching a course in Labor History and sponsoring a course in public speaking. 


I also deliver some of the lectures in the Orientation Course, 


Qe Do you teach in that College that there is no God? 


Ae NOs 
f Qe Do you have ear religious service on the cmmpus? 
Ae Noe 


Q» Is there any study of the Bible made there at your colle.:e? 
Ae Incidentally, there was a study of the Bible made in Connection with some of the courses. I should not 
say Bible, just some of the PARRAGAR of the Bible. There is a Bible in the library, I believe, several 


of them, 


z Qe Do you teach that there is a God at your school? 
Ae Noe And I would like to make here the explanation that the school considers religion purely a matter 


for every individual to handle as he sees fit. There are, I understand, thirteen denominational churches 
in the city of Mena, there are also many country churches, Any one interested is free to attend and 
sometime do attend these churches. 


Í i Qə You are the guiding head of that school:are you not? 
Ae I am director of the College. 


r Is that the highest official position the college has? 
e Yog. 


Qe And as director of the college, do you go out over the country and solicit funds for the college? 
Ae Se 


In what aame? . 
It is of course necessary for Commonwealth to have some funds. The job of raising most of which is 
usually assigned to me. Every year since 1951, I have spent several months in the field, for the 
purpose of raising money, contacting /individuais, organizations and faundations, either collectively 
or individually. - ptudents. teachers, friends, et cetera, Donors are obtained ° 


through/- * 
How many teachers do you have at your college? . 
At the present time, I believe between eight and ten. I can give you an exact figure if you want me 


to check on that. 
Suppose you read into the record Slowly a list of the teachers, their homes, and where they were born, 
and the subjects they teach. 
I cannot give you all of that information off hand, but I will give all the information I have at the 
present time and will give additional information. 

William Cunningham, born in Oklahoma, teaches Economics.and writing. 


Mildred Price, born in North Carolina, teaches Current Events and directs 
the Orientation Course. , 


Henry Black, born in Illinois, teaches course in fascism and Social Revolution. 
CharlottevMoskowitz, born in New York, teaches Typing. 
Clarice Cunningham, born in Oklahoma, teaches Shorthand. 


Rose Brown, I don't know what state in United States he was born, teaches 
English and Effective Writing. 


Bob Brown, born in Illinois, teaches Creative Writing. 
Marvin Sanford, I believe born in California, teaches Journalism, 


Carl Parker, J don't know what state in maton he was born, teaches Farm 
Problems and “arm Work. 


Raymond Koch, born in Oregon, who“is "now on IéayeiyteachSs Social Psychology. 


Lucien Koch, born in Oregon, teaches Labor History and Problems and teaches 
Public Speaking. 


That makes a total of eleven, I believe. I think that is all. 


How much do these teachers receive as pay for their services? 
They receive no salary. They get only their bare maintemance, including room, board, laundry and 
other necessities, 


Well, how is it that these teachers will come from other parts of the United States and teach for 


just their sustenance? 
Because they are interested in the type of experimental education Commonwealth is conducting, and 
because they are vitally interested in rural education. Their reward is their interest in the work 


that they do, 


In your opinion does the teaching of your college conflict with the Cees of the United States? 
Decidedly not. 


Do you believe in the Constitution of the United States? 
I have already answered that question. 


Do you refuse to further elucidate on this answer? 
I have already elucidated on it. I have answered the question originally. I.think I expressed that 
onthe existing form of government based on the Constitution, f 


Have you ever been out of the United States? 


‘No. I have looked over into Mexico, but have never been there. I have been in Canada, just passing 


through from Buffalo to Windsor. 


Is your school primarily a school for labor problems? 
Noe Our subjects include a field of the social study. Of course, labor problems is one interesting 
aspect of that entire fiel@. — 


Do you believe in Communism? l 
I have an intellectual curiosity towards Communism, as I Raye an intellectual curiosity towards all 
other opinions including Capitalisn, Fascisn, et cetera. 


Do you believe in Capitalism? 
I do not believe in Capitalism, as it is now operated. 


Do you teach as a principle in your school Communism? 
Just what do you mean by Communism? Do you mean do we present the position of the Communistic Party? 


Yes. 
We present the position of the Communistic Party along with the positions of all other political 

organizations, including the Republic and Democratic Parties. In other words, Commonwealth is a cross- 
section of free speech, public opinion and free public discussion. We believe in the fearless pursuit 
in the truth arrived at on the basis of all evidence available. 


a 


Ae 
fit 
believes in soci#l and 
ecoriomic eano lity, 


Qe 
Ae 


Qe 


Ae 


‘Have you ever voted? A, I have n 
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Do you present the theory of Capitalism in your school? 


We do. 
Do you believe in Capitalism, as you understand it? i ; 
I do note t 


What is Communism? l 
Communism is a philosophy or a school of thought which had its origin with the rise of Karl Marx. 


Is that your answer? 
: Yes; is that satisfactory? 


It is not. Would you care to elucidate on your personal view of Communism with reference to social 

equality, with reference to the downfall of Capitalism and to ownership of property? ‘ 
Communism is an indefinite term, therefore, I think it will be more helpful to shift the discussion . 

to the Communistic Party. The Gommunistic ' Party is a legal party, as is the Democratic Party. It beti i ae 
slieves in the downfall of Capitalism, and in the establishment of a Workers Union. I am not a member _ 
of the Communistic Party, but I am very much interested in its program and in its position, as I am 
interested in all other political organizations. ~* ` es: 


bes 


What party are you a member of? 
I am a member of no political party. 


Who did you support in-the last Presidential election? 
I did not cast a vote. 


id 


Do you own any property individaalry, and do you believe in the individual. ownership of property? | 
I own very little property individually. I believe that the time has come when there must be more &- 
collective ownership of property for our civilization to be preserved and future developed. 

And who would be the collective individuals owning the property? 

The people. “>: 


How would you establish a collective ownership of property, and what people do you have reference to 
when you say the "people"? 

I have no personal belief as to how the establishment of Collectiviarion of property will come about. 
By the “"people* I mean the people who produce wealth in the first place. , 


Do you mean by the people who prođuce wealth, the working class of people? 
I mean all production workers, whether they work manually or mentally. 


In other words, if I have worked and saved up money and bought a farm and own a farm, is it your belief 
that I should not own that farm, even though I do not actually work upon the farm? 
I think that ownership should be associated with use and occupancy. 


Can you answer that question directly that I asked mee 
I have given a direct answer. 


May I put the question this way? Even though I do not live on the farm, do you teach‘in your college 
that ownership should be to the manthat actually uses, cultivates and occupies the farm? 

There ought to be no unified teaching on that question. So far as the teaching where ‘Commonwealth is 
concerned, since the school is non-factional, any point of view on that problem is likely to be present- 
ed. If you are inquiring about my personal opinion, I will say, since ‘I think that is what you have in 
mind, that I am opposed to the plantation system because of the misery and oppression which results 
among the great masses involved in the plantation system. 


I will ask you to answer the question that I asked. If I own a farm aa do not live on the farm or. 
occupy same or cultivate same, is it your opinion that the working class of people should own that 
property and use and occupy same? 

I have no clear progromatic approach to the agricultural problem. However, I am not in favor of one 
individual owning thousamd of acres of land and cultivating that land if it is done under the plantation 


- system. 


Is that all you care to say about that matter? 
Yes, my view point is really not clearly developed on it. 


Is the agricultural problem more difficult than some of the other economic problems? 
I have more definite views on the plantation system because I have seen the misery there and I am not 


so clear as to the small individual farms. 


You being against the plantation system, what program dd you*advocate among the working class of people, 
and what program have you advocated in eastern Arkansas with reference tothe situation as you see it? 
In my activities in Eastern Arkansas, I did not present any program which would bring about the elimin- 
atiom of the plantation system. I was interested merely in having the workers invoke Section 7A of the 
N. R. A. by working themselves into a Union. Then I confined myself to the immediate problems confronté 
ed by the Union, which were concerned with alleviating the advances of the plantation system rather than 
working for its. speedy elimination. However, the final aim of the Union is to abolish the plantation 
system. I do not think the Union is clear as to the program which will bring this about. 


How many trips have you made to Eastern Arkansas in an attempt to form this Union? 
I would like to intersperse this question, do you think my activities in Eastern Arkansas are signifi- , 
cantly associated with the investigation of Commonwealth eotpeee now in progress? i 


eas 


s 


Qe 


I am seeking to get your back ground in order to arrive at your beliefs and I am of the opinion that 
when I can arrive at your beliefs, they will hot be contrary to those in your college. 

I hope your committee will not consider my beliefs to be the beliefs of the college. I want to stress 
again that because this school is non-factional, you will find many opinions on every problem that 
comes up for consideration. We believe in free. discussion, which means we believe in the freedom of 


the people who have-different opinions. 


Now you answer the original question. 
You don't have to have this qUeER TOR. 


As I have stated I am trying to be fair in this examination of you as a director. I realize this 

is your personal opinion, and I appreciate it. 

I have been in Eastern Arkansas three times, the first time last year, the second time for two or 

three days last August or during August of last year, and the third time I went over as a member of 

the delegation sent by Commonwealth College to investigate conditions there at first hand, and to give 
what assistance possible to the share croppers, day laborers, and small farmers, who were "attempting 
to build a local chartered and legal union, Southern Tenant Farmers Union. The other two members of 
the delegation were Bob Reed and Atley Delaney, students at Commonwealth College. Commonwealth College 
is naturally very much interested in the share cropper situation since it is a school for workers and 
has the interest of all.workers at heart. 


Who financed your trip to Eastern Arkansas in attempting to aid the formationof the Union? 
We went on a shoe string. What money we had was raised by contributicns of the group and from the 


school. Le 


j 


Where is the Southern Tenants Farmers Union incorporated? i 

As'I recall the Southern Tenant Farmers Union received its charter and was legally incorporated on 
July 29th of last summer. The Articles of Incorporation are on file in the Courthouse of White County. 
I wuld like to state here that I am not a member of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union, but I am very 
much interested in the progress and seccessful development of this Union. 


Who are the officers of the Union? 
They are composed of the executive committee. I believe at the present time that there are seven, or 


something like that. 


Who are they? 
I don't recall all of the names, two officers are H. L. Mitchell of Memphis, Tennessee and Ward H. 


Rodgers. I am sure you can get additional information by communicating with H. L. Mitchell who is the 
executive secretary of the Union. 


Then the purpose of the Union and as fostered by the Cogmonwealth College is to better conditions of 
the tenant farmer and working class and eventually bring about the downfall of the plantation system, 
is that correct? 

The’ Southern Tenant Farmers Union was not fostered by Commonwealth, merely assisted by Commonwealth 
College. Its purpose is to improve the conditions of the share croppers and day laborers and small 
farmers through invoking Section 7 A of the N., R. A., by organizing the Union. The ultimate aim of 
the Southern Tenant Farmers Union is the abolition of the plantation system, which is an ugly, inhuman 


hangover of fuedal economy. - 


Does your college print what is known as the Commonwealth College Fortnightly? 


' It does. 


Is that an official paper of your College? 
it is. 


Te this paper I hand you a copy of the Commonwealth College Fortnightly, published on February 13th, 


19552 
It is. 


Were those publications contained therein, authorized by you? 
They were not. At the tine this came out, I believe I was in the Lepanto City Jail. 


Were the things contained in the statement "Delegation back with Lynch Rope" Written by you while in 


„jail at Lepanto? 


With the 9200p tAOR oN a few revisions, it is a letter which I sent to the College while in the Lepanto 
jail. a 


sis that statement in the main true? 
It is. i 


I notice the date of the paper is February 15th, 1935, where were you on February‘ 15th? 
I was back in the college. 


You approved the. publicaation of the article did you ak 
I did not see the paper until it was off the press. wish to withdraw the statement that I was in 
Eastern Arkansas at the time the paper came off the fae. I remember now that I had already returned 


to the college. ` 


What circulation does this paper have in regard to number? 
Approximately six thousand, 


How many in Arkansas? 
I don't have that information. 


Qa 


Ae 


Would you say EE E E or could you? 
I would if I had the information, I would be glad to give it to you. 


“This is the official organ of the Commonwealth College? 


It is. 


_ Who id the editor? i 


The editor is William Cunningham. 


Is he on your staff? 
He is. 


We talked about the plantation system and collective ownership of property, does your.school teach 


this principle? 
It presents thatpoint of view along with all sie points of view. The school is non-factional. 


The college is willing to assist in the puilding of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union? 

The college is very desirous, I believe, although this could be taken up at a group meeting before it 

is final. They are doing all in their power to assist in the building of the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union, which is a legally chartered organization and which is merely following out the provisions of 7 


Section 7A of N. Re Ao 


Does the College teach or advocate social, political and eécnoni eal: equality of Wiites and negroes? 
My answer to that question also, is that different points of view are presented, there is no unified 
opinion on that matter. This I know from listening to discussions on the campus. 


Now you stated that three members of the College were sent to Eastern Arkansas to assist the Southern P 
Tenant Farmers Union, did you not, and in the issue of February 15th, 1935, in which was letter written 

by you, is among other things, the following: "The meeting was arranged in a church-house by a Negro 

organizer( one of the outstanding courageous Negro leaders. Names must be omitted. Two double barrell- 

ed shothuns and a revolver are in his room. He is ready to lay down his life if the Negroes and whites 

remain united)." Did you write that statement, and is that statement true? 

I wrote that statement and I believe that statement is true. There is nothing unlawful in the possess= 

ion of fire arms. I wish to add in addition that the Southern Tenant Farmers Union is not interested 

in the labor problem, it is interested in the economic problem. It. realizes that there are both negro 

and white cotton workers, and that both suffer from the same exploitation, therefore, their problem is 


° a common one and myst be met in.common. Unless it is met in common, I believe, on the basis of my 


acquaintance with the situation, serious trouble is apt to develop there. The Union, and I personally, 
am very much interested in preventing any violence.and loss of life. In so far as violence has so far 
occured in Eastern Arkansas, it has been precipitated by the planters, their agents and hired thugs. 


Would you resort to violence in order to carry out the principles of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union? 
If the principles of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union are carried out there can be no violence. : 
Violence, if it comes, can only come from the planters, their agents and hired thugs. 


Will you resort to violence to put in.the principles of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union? 
Well, no. But if I was attacked unlawfully and BARGE TET I would do the utmost to defend myself. ' 


Do you have @ ‘Socialist faction in your College? 


We do. š l B 


Do you have a Communistic faction in your College? 
We do, 


Do you have a Fascist faction in your College? 
We do not. At the present time the Fascist faction seems to be in Eastern Arkansaa,. 


Why is it then you do not teach Socialism and Communism when you do teach Fascism and Social Revolution? 
We do teach Socialism and Communism, in other words, we present the position of the Socialist and 
Communist parties along with the position of other organizations. i 


What daily papers does your College take there in its library, in so far as current papers are concerned) 


` I don't know if I remember them all. I do know we take the Mena Star, we have just subscribed to the 


Arkansas Gazette, we receive the Press Scimitar, we receive the Daily Worker, the St. Louis Post Dis- 
patch and the New York Times., . 


Do you receive the Negro Liberator? /dealin 
Is that a newspaper or a magazine? I don't recall, but I know we do have magazines with $ e Negro 


problems. 
Do you take the Daily Worker? Of what organization is that ‘paper? 


Yes, it is the official organ of the Communist party. 


Where are the headquarters of the Communist party? l E 
In New York City. e, Q 


Dogs tho Communist party contribute anything to Commonwealth College?. i i 
No, although occasionally members of the party dome down as students. That is when I say "no", I mean 
financially, but I wish they did, because money has purchasing power, regardless of its source. à 


I asked you while ago, did you advocate the principles of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union, and I 


believe your answer is "yes", 
I did not make that answer. I stated that I was very much interested in the success of the Union and 


wanted to do all in my power to see it developed successfully. 


Ae 


Qe 


` 


Do you believe in the social, political ana economic suy of the white and black race? 


I am simply studying that problem. I can state definitely that I believe in the political and 
economic equality of both races. ; l l 


Do you state that'you do not believe definitely in the social equality of both races? 
I will make no such statement, since I am still studying the problem. 


Now I notice here in the Commonwealth College Fortnightly under date of February 15th, 1935, an item 
headed "United Front Formed at Commonwealth", it is stated there in among other things that. "tan alle 
inclusive united front for work in the State of Arkansas and vicinity was formed recently at Common- 
wealth without a dissenting vote." The purpose of the United Front is first to work with the Southern 


Tenant, Farmers Union, is that true? 
I believe such United Front waa agreed to, although the question of forming the United Front was hand- 


‘led at the time I was in the Eastern Part of the State. 


The sixth item says this: "To build revolutionary students and teacher organizations’ in the colleges 
of the State". That is one of the issues according to the article appearing in the Fortnightly, for 


which the United Front waa formed? 
I am not certain that the United Front has been formally agreed upon. 


Now, may I ask you to identify this paper a® Exhibit oie and file same as part of your testimony to 
be the officia&d publication of your school? 
I do. i 


‘Does your school advocate revolution in order to carry out its principles, if so what’ kind of a revo- 


lution? z ` 
The school presents a point of view of the favoluti onan groups in the United States along with the 


points of view of other groups. As an institution, Commonwealth is not advocating any type of revolu- 
tion. Such discussion is engaged in by, the individuals on the campus, and the opinion or points of 
view of such individuals are varied, 


Will you state what are the other revolutionary groups that you mentioned in your previous answer? 
They are the Workers Party, Communist Party, Communist Party Opposition, Proletarian Party, Socialist 
Party. I do not believe this list is inclusive, but it is indicative. We are interested in knowing 
what all those groupa propose, and we are also intere sted in knowing what the non-revolutionary groups 


propose. 


When your statement is used in this paper, "To build revolutionary student and teacher organizations 
in the colleges of the State", did you propose to overthrow the present government? 

I do not know what specific program such i eal as established under the United Front would 
propose, 7 oe 

Your groups do propose a revolution? 

What groups? 


The groups as stated in the Commonwealth College Fortnightly on the front page dide article "United 
Front Formed at Commonwealth", which you have identified as Exhibit "F" to your testimony, I will 
read the following: "Organizations participating are the Commonwealth College Association, which is 
the governing body of the school, made up mostly of teachers, the Socialist Local and the Gommunsst 
faction on the campus." 

To my knowledge no such groups have as yet been formed, but according to the program if carried out, 
they will be formede However, I am not entirely clear as to. what you mean by revolutionary’ student 
groups. Such groups exist nationally, and hive existed for years. They have the same legality as 
the Democratic and Republican parties. 


Your artithe states: “To build revolutionary student and teacher organizations in the colleges of 
the State”, now, if this is your official paper, may I ask you what you mean by "revolutionary student 


and teacher organizations in the colleges of the State"? 
I was not present at the time the United Front agreement was drawn up, consequently, I am not aware of 
the discussion which took place, so do not know what those responsible for, that provisions in United 


Front agreement had in mind specifically. 


Who were the ones responsible for organizing the United Front agreement in your college? 
I do not know who all of the people are who partivipated in it. I believe William Cunningham acted 
in behalf of the Association, Henry Black in behalf of the Socialist and Bill Andrews in behalf of the 


Communist. 


You have not disaffirmed or disavowed this principle, have you? 
Certainly not, that I have not disavowed the United Front agreement in its entirety. 


Do you agree with the United Front agreement as set forth in this paper and as formed in your college? 
As I understand it, I do, although as I said previously I would want to know more about various pur-. 
poses proposed in the agreement, 


Now, is this agreement in writing? 
I could not answer, I do not have that information. You could ask some of the other participating. 


Did you cause to be published a supplement to the February 15th issue of the Fortnightly "Commone- 


wealth to be Investigated"? 
I advised that such supplement be inserted in , Fortnightly. 


“WILL you inspect what is termed "Supplement" and advise whether your statements contained therein are 


Will you file same as Exhibit. "G" to your deposition? authorized by your college? A, They were. 
I do that at this time, 


Thank yous | | 


zA 
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Koch: I would like to ask this if you are in position to answer, whether you believe this investigation 


is associated with activities of the Commonwealth ‘delegation in the Eastern part of the avater 


Shaver: Personally, I have no information about it, and did not know that I was going to be upon this com 


. mittee, end I have only the desire to carry out the terms of the nope dation and to be fad? to all 
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parties. 


Kook: You do not believe the resolution was inspired by the activity of the COPO BVEA LEB, delegation in 


the Eastern part of the State? 


Shayer: I do not, 


Do you respect the flag of the United States government? 
You asked me that previously, and I stated I did not care to answer because I do not believe that. 
question is germaned for the purpose of the investigation. i 


Do you have any higher respect for any other flag of any other country than you do the United States 


Flag? 
I personally am not a worshiper of symbols and I consider flags to be only symbols. . 


Do you have a higher regard for other governments than the regard you have for the American Governmant? 
I believe that the Government of the U, S. S, R., is in many ways superior to that of the American Gov- 
ernment, because the United Socialist Soviet Republic does not suffer. from such things as unemployment, 
plantation system, great economic inequality, et cetera. For that reason I have a healthy curiosity in 
ce aah which are occurring in the U., S. S. Re I believe it has great social. significance to 

e world. 


Now do you believe in that to such an extent that you would attempt to overthrow the American form of 
Government if it should be necessary in order to arrive at that mot bo ove . 

My view is that of a teacher, I am interested in examining all proposals and in seeing that other peo- 
ple know and understand same * proposals. -am not a member of any political party. Consequently, I 
have no personal specific program. 


Will you answer my question - yes or no? 
To do that would be unfair to your question, 


Is that all that you care to say? 
Yes, 


Do you believe in marriage as now believed in and carried on under the American Government? 
Yes, I do. 


* 


Are you a married man? 


I am. 

Is your wife with you at the college? 

She is. ; 
Do you believe in what is commonly called "free-love"? l 

I do not, 


Is free love practiced at your school? 
What do you mean by free love? 


I mean the: kind where the marriage relation is lived, as husband and wife, without being married? 

No. According to that free love is not practiced. According to your explanation, I wakld like to go 

on to state that on the basis of my experience at various Universities in various states according to 

practices carried on there, relations between the sexes at Commonwealth is ultra conservative and con- 


ventional. 


Is free love practiced at all in your college, whether under the supervision of the college or with ra 


your knowledge? 
It is note 


Do you know of any instances where that has happened in your college or on the college ereunce? 
I do not. 


Do you know that it has not happened? 
I feel certain that 1% has not happened, On the basis of my information anā contacts, I make that 


statement. > 


In regard to sexual life out there, is it conducted on the same principles that the average American 
citizen's life is conducted,so far as your knowledge is concerned, that is people living together out 
there are husband and wife? i 

Yes. 


There is nobody living together out there as husband and wife, byt what are married?, 
That is true, accdrding to my knowledge. 


Are you familiar with the doctrines of the U. S. S. R. with reference to marriage? 

Yes, I have had occasion to read articles on the institution of marriage in the U. S. S. R. and on 
the basis of those articles, I gathered the information that the home life in Russia was far happier 
and that there are fewer divorces in the U, S. S. R., than there are in the United States, 


What are the doctrines of the U. S., S. Re as to marriage? 
I am not very well informed on that . I know only the general ideas of the institution, namely, that 
the home life is far happier and there are fewer divorces there than in the United States, IT am very 


much interested in that phenominal. I would be glad to get any additional information pessible explain- _ 


ing that phenominal, ` ‘ 
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Tae pa one aifferences in the principles of marriage in the U, S., S. R. and the American principles 
of marriage x 

I don't have enough information to answer that question. I am more familiar with the institution of 
marriage in this country than I am with the institution of marriage in Russia. But if you provide me 
pea information on the institution of marriage in Russia, I will be very glad to answer that 
question. 


You, therefore, do not have sufficient information of the Russian Government in regard to marriage 


to form an opinion? 
Any opinion, I have must be general, and somewha% superficial because I do not have detailed information 


on the institution of marriage in Russia. 


What is the general opinion that you have? 
I have. only made the general comparison between the two, 


Do you know why the relationship of marriage is happier in your opinion in Russia than it is in the 


United States? 
No, I don't know the reason why, I merely indicate-that that is the case because nage? are fewer di- 


vorces in Russia than in the United States according to my information. 


Do you know whether the U. S. S. R, advocates trial petitions for living together to see whether each 

party is suited for the other? ` ae r 
I do not know whether or not that is the case. I would be glad to have any information on that that 

I might be offered, 


Do you believe in what we people believe in as "Sunday", and do you rest and worship on Sungay? 
What do you mean by believing in Sunday? s, 


Do you observe Sunday at your College? 

Yes, we do. ; se 

How? 

We have. no institutional work except for the necessary work to carry on the ma intenance:, and there are 
no classes on Sunday, and Sunday is a day of recreation, hikes, games, swimming, and also a free day 
during which time we can catch up on the back work accumulated. during the week, . 


Do you have any kind of service at your college on Sunday, worshiping God? 
We have no chapel or religious service at the college. We have lectures in the forum every Sunday 4 


evening and we have singing. 


Is it a religious lecture? l 
It might be religious if the lecture is on religion, for sometime we invite out a traveling preacher 


an evangelical preacher, and have him talk to the collere and then have him answer questions submitted 
him by the group. 


Could you name some preachers that have been there? 
Yes, Professor Wadell. 


Where does he live? 
He stated that he had attended the University of Wigconsin, I don’t know whether this is true or not. 


Another Bible student had the name of Mr. Green, He was out there more than once. 


. Where was he from? 


I don't know. Most of these are traveling preachers. 


Any others? ) $ brarti ji 
Those are the only two names I recall. A 


What is your purpose for inviting these preachers out? 

Because we are very much interested in religion and want to get their point of view, as we want to get 
all other points of view, and one of the ways to get the religious point of view is to have people come 
out and lecture who are supposed to be specialist in that field, 


Do you individually recognize the 4th of July and other National Holidays? Ss 
Personally, I am usually so busy I cannot take time off for holidays. 


Do you feel like that you owe allegience to this Government where you livè? 
Part of that allegience would be living up to the Constitution, which gives me the right of freedom of 


speech and freedom of writing, et cetera, which may be of a critical character, 


Can you answer my question, yes or no? 
No. It would be unfair to your question for me to answer it that abruptly. 


You are of the opinion that the Government of the U, S.a S. R. is more desirable than the form of govoris 


ment that wə have? 

You are interpeting my opinion improperly and wrongly, I stated that I thought the government of the 

U. S. S. R, had some features which were superior to the American Government, because in the U. S. S. R. 
there is no unemployment, no plantation system, and no class inequality in the distribution of the Na- 


tion's wealth. 


Do you believe in freedom of speech as granted by our Constitution, and are, you of the, opinion that 
that freedom of speech is such that would permkt you to advocate the U. 5. S. Re Government? 
That freedom which is granted me arouses me to be critical of any form of government, whether in the 


United States or elsewhere, l 


i 

D > t3 , ` | 

š | 

1 3 I DE m TT ] 
i : | 


7 


wu a we 


tt 


Do you think that freedom permits you to teagh the overthrow of this Government? 
That freedom arouses that point of view to be expressed along with all other points of view. 


Have you been teaching the overthrow of this Government? 

I have presented fhat position, that point of view, along with other points of view. I think it is 
important that the American citizens be acquainted with the various points. of view, because only 
then are they in/position to make up their minds individually, and I think this matter of drawing 
comclusions is nót up to the teachers, but up to the individuals in the class, 

Well, do you teach that doctrine in the Commonwealth College? ` l - 
That ‘point of view is discussed at Commonwealth College along with all other points of view. 


In your arttéle that you wrote while in jail in Lepanto with reference to this Negro organizer, you 

stated that he had two double barrelled shot guns and a c TAyOLVER in his room, Did you go inhis room, 
and see those weapons? - 
I didinot go in his room and see those weapons. 


Where did you get this information? 
I got the information indirectly. 


Does Mr. Ce Te Carpenter represent this Union? 
Mr. Carpenter represents American TETA Liberties Union, which is handling legal matters for the 


Southern Tenant Farmers Union. 


What is the American Civil Liberties Union? 
It is a non-partisian organization, which is primarily interested in seeing the retention of :civil 
liberties in the United States, in other words, interested in seeing that constitutional rights are 


observed and granted. 


Now, in your effort to aid the Southern Tenant Farmers Union, you made speeches in Eastern EE 
in: an attempt to organize the working class of people, did you not? 

I made talks in the eastern part of Arkansas for the purpose of building the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union. The membership of which is made up of share croppers and small farmers. ; 


For what purpose did you make those talks? 
For the purpose of building the Southern Tenant Farmers Union. 


What is the principle thing the Southern Tenant Farmers Union is striving to achieve? . 

The Southern Tenant Farmers Union is attempting to exercise the right to exist, which was granted and 
made part of the law of the land through Section 7 A of the N, R. Ae 

What is necessary for a tenant farmer to become a member of the Union? 

If he is a share cropper, a day laborer, or small farmer he is eligible to join the Union. 


Does he have to pay any money to join? 
Yes, he is supposed to pay money. Some of them are unable to pay anything, however, I think all of 


them pay something. $3.00 is the dues for the year. But a majority of them are unable to raise $35.00, 
because the average income of a share cropper generally is $262.00, according to a survey made by : 
reliable people, and after he settled his account at the plantation commissary, he not only has no 
cash, but he is usually in debt. Consequently, the $3.00 is not usually available. 


What becomes of the money when it is paid? Does it go to the College? 
The College has not and will not receive a cent of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union. The money is 
distributed betweenthe Committees counsel, the district counsel and the national executive counsel. 


Are you a member of any of those counsels? 
I am in no way organically connected with any of them nor with the Southern Tenant Farmers Union. 


. Have you received directly or indirectly any of the funds paid by farmers joining this, Union? 


Perhaps two or three dollars came from the Union for the purpose of buying gas and I am not certain 
that that is the case. 


Can either blacks or whites join this. Union, if they come within the class that you stated could join? 
They not only can join, but are encouraged to joinuand it is very essential that they do join, because . 
the negro worker and the white worker experience exploitation of the plantation system and unless both 
race groups belong to the Union, the planters are apt to provoke a race war, which the Union will do 


everything in its power to prevent. 


In our speeches haye you openly advised the tenants not to move off of plantations where they had no .: 


contracts? 
We pointed out to the share cropper that under the cotton acreage reduction plan, the planters cannot 


legally evict them from their homes, 


You are familiar with the rule the A. A. A. recently held in which it has been ruled that it is not 


necessary to keep the same tenant? 
I am not familiar with that rule, I am certain there was no official ruling at the time we were in the 


Eastern part of the State. That point of view was considered by the planters as a means of rational- 
izing evictions that they were responsible for. 


You do now know of, such a ruling do you not? 
T ag not, There may be such a ruling, and I will be gracious for any information concesrningit. 


It is therefore, your firm conviction now that tenants or share croppers who have ‘no contract to stay‘ 
on land can lawfully hold said lands for the year 1955? - 
That is a leading question. \I object to it. It is not in keeping with any expression ‘that 7 have made. 
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Have you advocated directly or indirectly the bearing of fire arms or the use’of force to prevent 


eviction of share croppers? - 
I have merely protested against the carrying of arms by planters, their agent and hired thugs, 


especially when they were in a drunken condition. 


Now, will you answer my ication? 
I have answered it. I at no time advocated to the Union to forcibly resist eviction, and it would 


. be. foolhardy for me to advocate such a thing, because the Union would not by any stretch of the 


imagination use force to prevent eviction. : 


Have you ever advocated the use directly or indirectly for the purpose of persuading the members of 
the said Union or any other people in order to carry out this idea of the proper form of government? 
As a student of facts on social problems, I have merely pointed out that some organizations do believe... 


some use of force may be necessary in the case of self defense. 


Have you ever advocated the bearing of arms by any person or persons at any time? 
Well, I think I suggested that when people come out to hunt rabbits, it is wall to carry fire arms. I 
have. always opposed the carrying of arms in individuals and imperialistic ware, because such wars are 
destructive to our civilization and to the best interest of the majority of the people. 


What is the Third (3rd) International of the U. S. S. H.? . 

The Third International is an organization made up of the various national Communist parties. 
Do you advocate their Šorm of government in this country? 

Their form? 
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or the Third Internat iom? 


I present the point of view in the program proposed in the Third International along with the points of 


view of any other Organ teattow OT parties just as I do the Democratic and Republican parties, 


In presenting that point of view is the Third International presented as a preference to the Democratic 


and Republican parties? 
Well, the amount of discussion which is given to these various programs various from bime to time, đe- 


pending upon the composition of the group at that particular time. 


Do you prefer the principles advocated by the Third International of the U. S&S. S5. R. over the princi- 
ples advocated by the Government of the Democratic and Republican parties? 
Well, I think I have about an equal interest in all points of view. : 


Then you do not have a preference? 
No. My attitude predominant is one of intellectual curiosity for information about all these things. 


Do you state this just by having that intellectual curiosity or do you teach a preference in regard 


to those three different principles. 
Well, the amount of discussion which is devoted to these three organizations varies with the conpositions 


of the group which changes from time to time. Most of the teaching at Commonwealth is carried on under 
the discussion method. 


Will you now state further, do you, or do you not have a preference with reference to those three 


principles of Government? 
Well, I am an eccletic and since that is the case, I am about equally interested in all kinds of 


government. 


Do you have any groups in your college tnat advocate the Capitalistic form of eoyernmenus 
No. No groups. 


Do you have any person there that desires it? 
Yes, we have people who present that point of view of Capitalism. I am one of those persone. 
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MR. JOHN GORDON RYE TAKES THE WITNESS: 


Mr. Koch, in the Arkansas Gazette, under date of December l4th, 1934, there was an associated press 
story attributed to you, which invited students who had been expelled from Universities over the entire 
country for their radicalism to come to Commonwealth, what Pa your view point in inviting that class 
of students to attend the school of which you are phe head 

These students that you are referring to were expelled Be ess of their fight against fascism. This 
fight against fascism fights to preserve our civilization, therefore, instead of being expelled they 
should have been honored and certainly the least rdcognition Commonwealth could give to their services 


was to invite them to enroll as students of the school. -> i 


Do you extend this- invitation to any student? 
No, we extend this invitation only to students who would likely become desirable students at Common- 


wealth College. 


Desirable along what lines? 
Desirable in so far as they have native intelligence, and are able to handle college work and desirable 


also because of their interest in social problems. 


What particular useful function do you attempt to prepare those students who have been aid who will 


be expelled from other Universities by expressing radical views? — ‘ 
Those students who are expelled from Universities because they have acted in a manner to preserve our 
civilization are admitted to Commonwealth on the same basis as any other desirable peudents are and 


given the same course of ee 
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Qe For what particular use after they have graduated and gone out into the world? f 

A. That is for the student to decide, the school, does not tell the student what to do. He makes up 4 
his own mind. It is our hope, however, that he will upon leaving the school act in a. manner that 

; will improve the conditions of the, great majority of the people of this country. 

Qe In what way? 

Ae By working toward the elimination of unemployment, by working to. the elimthatiton2of-thelplantation 
system by working for greater impartiality in the’ courts, especially the lower courts, by fighting 
for the préservation of our constitution and civil rights, by working to: bring about a more equal 

, distribution of our nation's wealth, by working to remove the bonds of slavery borne OF the economi-~ 

cally oppressed social groups. : 

Qe You made the statement in your peal oo by fighting for our constitutional rights and for civil liberty. 
Explain that statement for the Committee, 

Ae By fighting I mean working for. Attempting to bring it about, 

Qe Through what procedure would a student of your college go out and fight for his constitutional rights 
and civil liberties? 

A. I don*t know that is up to the individual students. I can only give concrete instances of where two 
students fought to preserve constitutional rights and civil liberties. Bob Reed and Atley Delaney at 
Atwood, Arkansas. Even though they were intimidated and terrorized by the unlawful acts of the planters, 
they went ahead with the holding of meetings and thus vee for the right of freedom of speech and' 
freedom of assemblage. 

Qe Does the U. S., S. R, grant the right of freedom of speech and freedom of assemblage? , j 

A. There is perhaps more freedom of speech and freedom of assemblage in the U. S. S. R.. than in the United 
arabes, according to my information. , . 

Qe You referred a moment ago to the Poinsett County experience, you were placed in "jail, “were you not? 

Ae Iwas falsely placed in jail on a trumped up charge. i 

Qe How long were you in Jail? j 7 

Ae I was in jail four nights due to the unlawful actions of the city marshall and Mayor Smith. f 

Qe Did you paya fine? 

A. I was in on a fake charge, I was kangarooed. 

. Qe What was the outcome? 

Ae The outcome of the kangaroo was a sentence involved, a $50.00 fine aná was immediately repealed to the 
March term of Circuit Court, and then I Reece that it will be thrown out of court, 

Qe Who went gn your bond? ° 

Ase Mr. Hall. 

Qe Who is Mr. Hall? ' 

Ae He is a man of courage and a man who has respect for a man's constitutional rights. The planters are 
not successful in intimidating him. 

okobo IC III ICR KK IK 406 96 6 0k 
J. O. TURNER, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: 


BY MR. CLYDE ELLIS. 


Qe 


Ae 


Qe 


What is your name? 


‘J. GO. Turner. 


Where do you live? 


Potter, Arkansas. 


Where is that in reference to Mena? 
A few miles south of Mena. 


How old are you? 
46 years old. 


What is your occupation? 

Blacksmith. 

Where were you born? ` l E 
West of Mena, two and one half miles. . 


Are you married? - \ 
Yes, 


Have you a family? 
Yes, 


How many children? 
Three. 


Are you a member of any church? . 
Noe ; ` ' r ` 


Qe Are you acquainted or have you been acquainted with the conditions ee Commonwealth College? 
A. Well, I have been some years packa " 


Q» How far back? f 
Ae Well, I call it about ten years back, when they first started it, I hauled the lumber out there. 


“Qe Anything you would know then would be about ten years pack? 


A. Well, while I have not been there, I have heard lots of stuff about it. ' 


Qe ag you observe the students at this place with reference to any swimming, bathing or other activities? 
Ae I ave r 


Q. When? 
A. I suppose that it has been about nine years ago, 


Q. Tell what you saw. 
Ae I was on the creek fishing and saw a lady swimming without any clothes on. i 


Qe Were there any man there? 
Ae I did not see any. i 5 


Q. When you say you. saw a lady bathing in a creek, were there any others around? 


Ae No. 

ae 
Qə Did she see you? 
Ae Yes. 


Qe What did she do? 
She turned around and went on and it Looked like she had a.board and was floating around in the water, 


Qe Where is this creek in reference to the College? 4 
Ae You mean in what direction from the College? 


* 


Qe I mean how near and would the lady be in view of other members of this College? 
Ae No. It is something like 300 yards from the College, but there is a public road by this pent of water. 


Qe Was this a hidden place? 


A. No. 
Q. Was it open where everybody could see? -- - T ! = eee ee 
Ae Yes sir. 
JIE a IR oi a a KK kkk 
EXHIBIT "A" TESTIMONY OF LUCIEN KOCH 


CERTIFICATE OF RECORD 


* ~ 


State of Arkansas 
SS 
County of Polk 
I, Jessie E. Hall, Circuig Clerk and ex-Officio Recorder for the County aforesaid, do hereby 


certify that the annexed "and foregoing instrument of writing was filed for record in my office on the 
6th day of October, A. D.,}925, at 10 o'clock A. M., and the same is now duly recorded with acknowledgments 


and certificates thereon, in Record Book Misc. 15, Page 22. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have Hexeunte set my hand and affixed the seal of said court, this 6th day 
of October, 1925. 


(Signed) JESSIE E, HALL 
Circuit Clerk and Ex-Officio Recorder. 


(SEAL) 


State of Arkansas) : 
\ County of Polk ) 


I, Jessie E. Hall, Circuit Clerk and ExOfficio Recorder, do hereby certify that the foregoing instrument 
of writing is a true and correc copy of The Articles of Association now of record in my office in said 
county and state and is recorded in Miscellaneous Record 15 at Page 28. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have Menevne aie ay hané and affixed the seal’ of said office this 30th day 
‘of January, 1926. P y 


` Saanman onion EAA EEOAE EAA OAE 
, 5 Circuit-Clerk and Ex-Officio, Recorder of Polk County,Ark, 
} ; \ g f A $ t i $ y k : 4 ` 
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EXHIBIT "A" TESTIMONE OF LUCIEN KOCH 


ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 


a 
s i 


These presents witnesseth: 


1. That William Edward Zuech, Kate Richards O'Hare and Wilbur Clarke Benton have associated 
themselves together and by these presents do hereby associate themselves together under the name. of Com- 
monwealth College Association for the purpose of organizing, establishing, equipping, operating, and 
maintaining, hot for profit, a public educational institution of higher learning known as, Commonwealth 
College, and to maintain a Preparatory School in connection with and as a part of said Commonwealth 
College. 

2. The following is a list of all the member of said Commonwealth College Association: 

; William Edward Zeuch 

Kate Richards O'Hare . 
Wilbur Clarke Benton 


oe Said three members, William Edward Zeuch, Kate Richards O'Hare and Wilbur Clarke .Benton 


shgll constitute the Board of Trustees of said Association, and may admit to membership in the moeséoctatdon, 
aay nimber òf“ other ‘persons “interested -in tHe “prométion Of dducation, “literature, “sciencé and. artiviTie ofumber 


of? Trustees. may: be: increased, at any time by action of the Board of Trustees. 


4, The officers of said Association shall consist of a Director, who shall the presiding 
officer, a Secretary and a’Treasurer, The Treasurer need not be a member of said Association. 


5. Meetings of the Board of Trustees may be called by the Director or by any two members of 


: wg Board, so long as said Board consists of only three Trustees. 


6. Said Board of Trustees may adopt by-laws and amend or abolish them at pleasure. == ~~~ 


We The special object and purpose of said Commonwealth College Assdodation is to provide 


self-maintaining education for ambitious young: men and women of limited means, and for the purpose, as wéll 


as for the purpose of industrial training, to develop manufacturing industries and agricultural pursuits 
as a part of the working equipment of sadd Commonwealth College. 


8. The first meeting of said membership of said Commonwealth College Association shall be 
held at the office of said Commonwealth College in Polk County, Arkansas, on Thursday, October 1, 1925, at 
7 o'clock P. Me Notice of said meeting is hereby waived by the undersigned members. 
eas ~ Witness our hands this 50th day of September, 1925. 

- (Signed) WILLIAM EDWARD ZEUCH 
KATE RICHARDS O'HARE 
WILBUR CLARKE BENTON mo 


CERTIFICATE 


PURSUANT to the call for the first meeting of the members of Commonwealth College Association, which 


call was incorporated in the Articles of Association of said Commonwealth College Association, rithectndaesigne 


6aPmembefs of. Commohwhalth’ Coblegeckssbeiation méttat the Office of Commonwealth College in Polk County, 
Arkansas, on Thursday, October 1, 1925. 


William Edward Zeuch was elected Director, Wilbur Clarke Benton was elected Secretary, and Alice A, Chown, 
a non-member, was elected Treasurer of said Commonwealth College Association. 


The meeting then adjourned, the next meeting to be held on the call of the Director. 
In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands this lst day of October, 1925. 


(Signed) WILLIAM EDWARD ZEUCH 
KATE RICHARDS O'HARE 
WILBUR CLARKE BENTON 


PETITION 


We, the undersigned members of Commonwealth College Association, having filed with the Clerk of the 
Circuit "Court a copy of our Articles of Association, together with a certifisate showing the proceedings 
of the first meeting of said Association, hereby respectfully petition the Circuit Court of Polk County, 
Arkansas to issue a certificate of incorporation to said Commonwealth College Association, pursuant to 
the law in such case made and provided. 


Dates this lst day of October, 1925. 
(Signed) WILLIAM EDWARD ZEUCH 


KATE RICHARDS O'HARE 
\\ WILBUR CLARKE BENTON 


we 
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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION 


State of Arkansas 


ss 
County of Polk 


i \ 
WHEREAS, William Edward Zeuch, Kate Richards O'Hare and Wilbur Clarke Benton, have filed in the 
office of the Clerk of the Circuit of Polk County, their constitution or article of a association in 
compliance with the provisions of the law, with their petition for incorporation, under the name or style 
of Commonwealth College Association, they are there fore hereby declared a body politic and corporate, by 
the name and style aforesaid, with all the powers, privileges and immunities granted in the law thereunto 


appertaining. š l 


Attest: Jessie E. Hall, Cłerk of the Circuit Court of the said Polk County, and Ex-Officio 
Recorder. 


j 


( SEAL) 


EXHIBIT “B" CONSTITUTION OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH COLLEGE ASSOCIATION 


Adopted at a Special Meeting of the Association which 
was held on March 26, 1932. _._. Amended (Article III, Section 1) at the 


regular annual meeting on January 18, 1933. 


t 
‘ 


ARTICLE 1. 


The name of this organization shall be the Commonwealth College Association, under which it is 
now incorporated under the laws of the State of Arkansas. All sovereignty vests in the Association. 


ARTICLE ll. 
The purpose of this organization shall be to govern and maintain Commonweaa&th College. 
ARTICLE 111. 


Section 1. Teachers shall be eligible for membership in the Association after three quarters of 
service as teachers, maintenance workers shall be eligible after nine montns of service in that capacity; 
and students shall be eliglble after the first month of their fourth quarter of enrollment; provided that 
no one shall be eliglble for membership if the effect of his election would be to place those members who 
are teachers in any ratio less than a numerical majority; but provided further that this shall not operate 
to deprive any member of his membership because of changes in the proportion between teachers and non=- 
teachers which may take place after his election to the Association. A quarter is defined as one of the 
quarterly terms of approximately ten or twelve weeks. Should any other length of term be adopted, the 
Association !shall determine the equivalent of a quarter for the interpretation of this section. A teacher 
is defined as anyone receiving more or less complete maintenance from the school, paying no tuition, and 
conducting classes regularly listed upon the curriculum. A student is any person who pays tuition at the 
school or is engaged by arrangement in working out such tuition. A maintenance worker is any person other 
than a teacher or student residing in the Commonwealth College Community. 


SEction 2, A two-thirds vote of the total membership is necessary for the admission of a new member 
or the re-admission of a former member. All voting that affects membership shall be by secret ballot. 


Section Se Election to membership in the Association shall not affect status. Student members 
shall continue to pay tuition and furnish that part of their maintenance required of other students. Neither 
shall affect membership. A person elected to membership because of eligibility as a student or maintenance 
worker may be’ made a teacher without loss of his membership, etc. All members of the Association shall 
possess equal rights of voice and vote. 


Section 4. Charges against any member may be brought by a majority of the membership at any regular 
or called meeting, and membership may be revoked fifteen days after charges are brought, by a two-thirds 
vote of the entire membership of the Association; provided that the member accused be given a written 
notive of the charges at the time they are made and that a similar notice of the charges be posted upon the 
bulletin board of the Association; and provided that the accused shall have the right to a hearing of the 
evidence in his favor through counsel and through himself. 


Section 6. Any member of the Association who is absent from the community may designate any resident 


Association member as a proxy with power to voge in all affairs of the Association. Any member of the Exes 


cutive Committee who is avsent from the community must designate a resident member of the Association as 
proxy to vote in all affairs of the Committes,. 


Section 7. Leave of absence for a period of not longer than two weeks may be granted by the director. 
..Leaye of absence for any period not longer than six months may be granted by the Association, subject to 


wae 


extension, provided that no member may retain his membership over a period of two years unless he spends” 
six months of such period in residence. No leave of absence is necessary for a member sent out of the com- 
munity on Association business. Any member who wilfully absents himself without leave for more that forty- 
eight hours thereby forfeits his membership. Membership in the Association shall hapse at the end of the 


ane me 


- by at least one-third of the membership. 


period for which leave waa granted, unless an extension has been granted or the member has returned and 
taken up residence, Any member upon leave of absence may return at any time and exercise his right to 


vote in any business of the Association. l S 


Section 8 Any former member of the Association is eligible for membership as soon as he takes 
up residence in the College community, and may be Yoted into the Association by two-thirds of the total 


membership. 
: > a 
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ARTICLE LV. 


Section 1. The officers of the Association shall be the. Secretary, the Treasurer, and an Executive 
Committee of three members, <All of these officers, with the exception of the Treasurer, must be members 
of the Association, p ; i 


Section 2. The Director shall be elected for a term of three years at the regular annual meeting 
each third year counting from 1932, but a vacancy in the office of Director may be filled at any meeting. 
The duties of the Director shall be to select teachers, maintenance workers, and students; select the 
courses upon the curriculum, €@pnduct all publicity, field work and business of the community including the” 
purchasing of commodities for maintenance, and to supervise all industrial activities, or he may appoint 
individuals or committes to do such work. The Director shall not be a member of the Executive Committee. 


Section 3. The Secretary shall be elected at each annual meeting of the Association. His duties s.) 
shall be to keep a roll of the membership, to keep a record of the business done at Association meetings, 
and to read such records, or any part thereof, when authoritatively called upon to do so. 


Section 4. The Treasurer shall be elected at each annual meeting of the Association and shall have- 
the usual duties of a Treasurer. He shall not be a member of the Executive Committee, ee 


Section 5. The Executive Committee shall act for the Association in all routine and minor matters. — 
The term of service of the members of the Executive Committee shall be three years, and shall be so arranged 
that the term of one committeeman shall expire each year. At each annual meeting of the Association one 
committeeman shall be elected to succeed the member whose term expires. ’ i. 


Section 6. No officer of the Association may enter into a contract or understanding involving the 


. expenditure of $500 or more without permission of the Association, or of $100 to $500 without the permission: 


of the Excutive Committee. 


Section 7. Any act of an officer of the Association, or any ruling of the Excutive Committee, may 
be revoked at a regular or special meeting of the Association by a majority vote of the total membership, 
except that legal contracts entered into by officers of the Association may not be revoked, and except that 
no leave of absence granted by the Director may be revoked after the applicant for such leave has left the 


Campus. i 
n . 
Section 8, The status of any member of the community as a teacher,. student, or maihtenance worker 
may bə changed by the Director, subject to review by the Association, but any expulsion from the community 
must be by two-thirds vote of the entire membership of the Association. 


Section 9. Any officer of the Association may be removed from office for gause at any regular or 
special meeting of the Association by a majority vote of the total membership, provided that such officer 
has been given written notice of such charges at least twenty-four hours before motion is taken, and provided 
that the accused shall always enjoy upon his trial the customary rights of a defendant. | aS 


ARTICLE v., 


Section le A majority of the total membership of the Association present in person or by proxy l 
shall constitute a quorum. 


Section 2. The annual meeting of the Association shall be held on or about the second Tuesday of | 
January of each year. The regular monthly meeting at which there shall be reports by all responsible z 
officials, showing the state of affairs, and a reading of all minutes of the Executive Committee, shall be 
held on or about the second Tuesday of each month. Special meetings shall be held at any time on petition 
of one-third of the membership. 


Section 3. The Executive Committee shall hold semi-monthly meetings on or about the first and fifs 
teenth day of each month. The minutes of each meeting of the Committee shall be read at the next meeting 
of the Association. 


ARTICLE VL. 


All rights, interests and property of Commonwealth College of whatever nature and description and 
wherever located, shall vest in the Association. Should the Association fail to operate an educational 
institution for a period of two years, all property shall vest in the American Fund for Public Service to 
be used at its discretion in some form of Workers’ education, ` mas 


ARTICLE Vll. 


This constitution may be amended at any regular or special meeting by two-thirds vote of the total 
membership, provided that such amendment shall be posted at least 15 days prior to such meeting, and signed 


eens l ar ARTICLE V1ll. . Ss. ore 
Members of the Commonwealth College Association at‘ the time of the adoption of this constitution are: 
Lucien Koch, David Englestein, Harold Coy, Clay Fulks, Mable Fulks, Wm. Cunningham, Clarice Cunningham, Zohn 
Mars, F. M. Goodhue, Ray Koch, Charlotte Moskowitz, HarryjCohen, and ,Willi Schaub. 
{ 


ap ‘ 
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ARTICLE 1X, 


This constitution shall become effective immediately upon its adoption. The Secretary of the 
Association shall file this constitution as an amendment of an entirely superseding the constitution of 
the Commonwealth College Association, on record at the Court House of Polk County, Mena, Arkansas, 


N 


POSTED March 10, 1932. 


COMMONWEALTH COLLEGE ASSOCIATION FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1934 
(Condensed) 
CHARLOTTE MOSKOWITZ, Secretary =- Treasurer 


Commonwealth College Mean, Arkansas 


BALANCE SHEET 
December 31, 1934 


ASSETS: ia , > i i LIABILITIES: 
Cash ` $1870.07 Accounts Payable $1170.56 
Cash in Mena Bank ' 
(restricted) 42.62 Student store Accts.Deposits 289.70 
Tuitions Receivable 194.00 ° Scholarship Fund 140.00 
Store Inventory 105.57 Commonwealth College 
Cellar Inventory 443.435 Association Investment 51891.46 
Barn Inventory 132.00 H r 
Plant, Equipment 50118.00 
‘Student Loan Fund 
Accounts Receivable 95.00 
Neighbor accounts 
Receivable 156.435 
Miscellaneaous Accounts 
Receivable 134.60 
$ 33491.72 
$ 33491.72 


STATEMENT OF MAINTENANCE 
January l to December 31, 1934 


CASH OPERATING EXPENSES Miscellaneous Exp. $590.31 
Kitchen Expenses (food) - $1476.77 
Office and Publicity Expense 1304.81 
Maintenance Members Expense 1108.30 
Farm Expenses 251.51 

' Stock Expenses 402.18 
Cellar Expenses ` 173.56 
Gas, O41 and Bulbs Expenses 491.30 


Repairs and Replacements 330.76 


Total Cash Operating Expense $6130.00 

INDUSTRIAL TIME TOWARD MAINTENANCE e 
Worth of Labor (52,010 hours at 25g) 13002.50 

L e 


Ratio of Cash Expense to value of labor: 32-68 


ž 


: EXPENSES FOR FOOD 
January 1 to December 31, 1934 


Cash purchases for kitchen $ 1476.77 

Farm, Stock and Poultry produce 1411.08 = 

Canned goods from cellar 448.22 
30566 


Number of meals served in 1934: 41,374 at approximately 7g 


Approximate percentage of cash purchases for kitchen: 41 


N 
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 
January 1.to December 31, 1954 


CASH RECEIPTS: 


Balance January 1, 1934 

Tuition Receipts 

StudentcAccounts Deposits P 
Fortnightly Subsoriptions 

Donations and Pledges 

Camp Receipts 

From Restricted Bank Account 

Windsor Quarterly Receipts 

Student Loan Fund Accts. Receivable 
Scholarship Fund 


CASH DISBURSEMENTS: 


Store = 

Advance Tuition (closing) 
Cellar Stock 

Plant and Equipment 

Library Expenses 

Accounts Payable 

Barm Expenses 

Stock Expenses 

Office and Publicity Expenses 
Neighbor Accounts Advances 
Maintenance Members' Expenses 
Gas, Oil and Bulbs Expenses 
Kitchen Expenses 

Repairs and Replacements 
Miscellaneous Expenses 
Accounts Receivable (Loans 
Breakage (closing) i 
Student Loan Fund 


$ 1552.70 
2405.75 
259.49 . 

196.11 
44.96.17 
157.75 
; 99.44 
45.09 
5.00 
140.00 

$ 9357.50 


$7487.43 


~ $1870.07 


BALANCE ` 
Cash Disbursments $7,487.43 
per cent 
Maintenance 82 
Others 18 
Maintenance Exp. $19,132.50 
per cent 
Industrial Time 68 
Cash P 32 
as 6,150.00 . 
Operating Expense 
per cent 
Kitchen 24 
Office, publicity 21 
Maintenance, members 18 
Farm and stock 10 
Others 26 


Cash Receipts $9,357.50 
i per cent 
Tuitions 26 | 
Donations, pledges 48 
Others 26° 
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Industrial time 
52,010 hours at 25g $13002,50 


per cent 
Teaching 
Library 
Food 
Business Management 
Heating 
Housing 
Laundry 
Others 


No e 
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COMMONWEALTH COLIERE ASSOCIATION = FINANCIAL REPORT 


December 31, 1954. 
(Index) 


1. Balance Sheet, 

2. Cash Receipts & Disbursements for Year, 

3. Statement of Maintenance, 

4. Expense of food. . 

5. Office and Publicity Expenses. 

6. Assoc, & Main Members'Expenses, 

7, Farm, Stock & Poultry Income & Expenses. 
8. Industrial Time, 

9. Commonwealth Collegé Plant & Equipment, 

10. Commonwealth College Store. 


BALANCE SHEET 


Page l. 
December 1, 1954 

ASSETS: | LIABILITIES: 

Cash $ 1,870.07 Accounts Payable 

Cash in Mena Bank 

(restricted) 42.62 Student Store Accounts 
Deposits 

Tuitions Receivable 194.00. , Scholarship Fund | 
_4 store Inventory 105.57 Commonwealth College 
“Barn Inventory 132.00 Association Investment 


Plant and Equipment 30,118.00 
Student Loan Fund 200.00 
Student Loan Fund 

Accounts Receivable 95.00 
Neighbors Accounts 

Receivable 156.43 
Miscellaneous Accounts : 

Receivable 134.60 


$ 33,491.72 


oo . Annual 
January 1 to December 31, 1934 


Cash Receipts 
Balance January 1,1934 $ 1,552.70 


Tudtion Receipts 2 2,405.75 
Students Accounts Deposits 259.49 
Fortnightly Subscriptions 196.11 
Donations and Pledges 4,496.17 
Camp Receipts. ' 257.75 
Windsor quarterly Receipts 45.09 
Students Loan Fund Accounts Receivable 5.00 
Scholarships 140.00 


Total Receipts 


Cash Disbursements 


Store $° 11.46 
Advance Tuition (to closing) 69.00 
Cellar - “4 173,56 
_ Plant and Equipment 651.98 
' Library ` 147.47 
Accounts payable 00 
Farm 251,51 
Stock (402.18 
Office and publicity and Print Shop 14,504.81 
Neighbors Accounts Advances 41,27 
Maintenance Members Expenses 1,108.30 
Gas and Qil and Bulbs 491.30 
Kitchen Expenses 1,476.77 
Repairs and Replacements , og 330.76 
Miscellaneous Expenses ` 590.81 
. Accounts Receivable( Loans) 72.80 
Breakage (closing) 446,20 


Student Loan Fund ' 300.00 


Total Disbursements 


Balance January 1, 1935 ° 
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$1,170.56 


289.70 
140.00 


31,891.46 


$ 35,491.72 


$ 9,357.50 


$ 7,487.43 


Saman einna- 


' $ 1,870.07 
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- STATEMENT OF MAINTENANCE 
January 1 to December 31, 1934 


Cash Operating Expenses "+ 
Kitchen Expenses ELIE $ 1,476.77 À ; 


Office and Publicity Expenses i 1,504.81 
Maintenance Menbers’ Expenses a8 1,108.50 ; P 
Farm Expenses 251.51 ; 
Stock Expenses ae 402.16 s 
Cellar Expenses 173.56 ; ; 
Gas and Oil and Bulbs . : 491.50 s š 
Miscellaneous Expenses 590.81 : i 
Repairs and Replacements 390,76 $ 

Total Cash Operating 

Expenses $ 6,150.00, 


Tndustrial Time Toward Maintenance 
orth of Labor (52,010 hours at 25g 5 13,002.50 


- $ 19,152.50 


Ratio of cash expense to value of labor 32-68 
| Expenses for Food : l : 


January 1 to December 51, 1954. A 


Cash purchases for Kitchen ; $ 1,476.77 
Farm, Stock & Poultry produce 1,411.08 
Goods from cellar. 448,22 : . 


ENTREE TIE EEE NED MITES 


$ 5,335.0 


CA EEN NB RTL EEO LSTEOD 


Number of meals served from January l to December Sl, 1934 
41.574 Q .0715 


Approximate percentage of cash purchases for kitchen: 4% 
JASCO EOI Oj kkk 


Office and Publicity Expenses 


January 1 to December 31, 1954. 


Publicity trips f $ 348.30 

Fortnightly and Catalogue Publications 361.06 

Mailing Wxpenses on letters and Fortnightiyes 558.68 

Office Stationery, Paper and Envelopes 81.28 

Addressing Machine Supplies 53.96 Ea 
Repairs of Typewriters f 56.276 = 
Mimeographing Supplies 27.65 


General Expenses - Photos, telegrams, translations etc. 57.12 


NR EEA LION NS SER / 


$1,504.81 


EXHIBIT "C" : SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 


COMMONWEALTH COLLEGE ASSOCIATION = FINANCIAL REPORT 
December 31, 1954 


Maintenance Members Expenses 


Elvira Antijuntiti BE E E S ENE TE EAE ne eee Tern 5.40 È 
Bob, Rose and Cora BPOWN....sscssosscoosecaceecssosococesoosssesano .7L 

Charlie BPOW 656s wo 0a oe Ew BRS OOK aee a TOSS E S E R 5,51 XN ws 
Horace Bryan TOrrerrrerverrrerrrrverrrrerrrrecrreereere ce eee 2 ee ee 325 7 ` 


Winifred Chappell PTUUTETEPEVETERTTTLUCTTTTT EET ETT io 042 
Osear Cooley CETOH AOE SHESESOH HES EHEREDEEEREL ES EEEL ERE EDEOEEEEEeaes 9.68 K 
ELR SOOpGE nt teeeeeeerreeeeeeeeereceeeeeeeeesseseeeeseseeeoceai „38.56 


gnes ee ee a ae ee 56.75 


Bill and Clarice GUNN LRONGM Ss 6% 6.5.66 6:5 se 4S We OEE e aS Ee eewe cee 
David Bnglesteimescccccsesvcccccnessvcceseasseseresesueseneenesenes 
Paul Evans - Seeeeoeeeovseaeeeseegeeeeoeeeoeseeanee Hee BReoesveeoeseeonseanvneeenee 
Ralph Field COC OOOH REO K AEE H EEE OE HOO HEE ETOH H EH EEE ES EEE E® 
Charles Foster COHHHSHESEHESHEHOEHEEHOHHHORHO HOH HEH ESOS OE ESED ERE DEEES 


Ted Freedham ecocccvccsecvesveene eee er evo ses ees se pesee ee seseeesees, 


Clay, Mabel and James FULKS ee csocccccccsvsscscccesvesessevessvces 


Claude Gower wrryerrrrerrrcrrrrerrrrerrrrerereereerreererere reece, 5 


Jack Hart POP OHSHSS HES EEHEHEHHEEHEEHO HOE EHSHHSEEE SESH HSERHESHHEHOS 
ock Hittenrauch CORO CHHOOHEHOHSHOEHEHHEHHOSCHREREKEH HOH ESHEBEHESEO® 
Jean Karlin cecccvevccccsccvccceres esas eeeseees ee sesessevesscenoes 
Rupert King ceoccccvvcvevccessecees seeders sevesseseseesvsesassesers 
Lucien Koch CREECH HSHHHESHSEHSHOHOTHEHHEHHAHEHESOHEHOSHSOEHHEEHTEOGHOHEO HEHE EHHHHSEES 
Raymond Koch and Charlotte MoskowitZ wecsscccccccccvceseverccsces 
Al Lehman Seen ecoeoaeeveeesveeoeceeaneoeeee ee aseeeeeeoneeoeeeaseeoeenesv eae ESSEE] 
Ben Low SeeaoeeeeaeeeeeSeeeeoeosveeseeoseeseeoseeeeeeoeseeae OeaSCeeeneeseeoaneeeoeoeoe nas 
Walter McCaHe cecvcccvcccccsceeeseeesr sees seg eseeeseeesscssececes 
Matt Mackey New 60 eb WS. CA oh 6006604 O6OK OMA E OOS Cee ee 
John Mars @eeenvnoeacas hosp sev eeaenenaeeeeoeonvneaeeseeeaeewnseseoeeaeeeon ee eaeaeneveeee@ 
Fréd Maxham and Irene MOPT1 Lo. 666 ko OC CCES Co 6 odette ns SOG SCO SES 
Walter and Helen Montross cecccsccccssccvncsccsceccscscsecescsccsecns 
Marion Noble @eeeaeeeeSCoeeeoeaeeeseeoeaeeeaeoaseeeaeeesenvneeaewvedteoeeee eevee 
Sachio Oka ..ssepsopopososossossosoossossoooooaopeopopssspooocosoo 
Alcis Oppek CROCS HHHEHHHHEHSHHOHHRHOSSHHEHOEHELESHESHO HH HROOCTHEOR SASHES 
Roy Phillips CCHS HHEHHHOH OHHH EHOSHEHOH HEE HH REOOHHH EHH OS EH ECSEHERH DS 
Ben Piechota eeeeevoeseeeoavnen eee eoowneeoeveeeeveeoveganseeseeveneaoneeneeeaes 
Mildred Price sccccccepeereeceeceesecessesenseesesseeeesesseescen 
Russell and Dolly Ratteleccocvccvesccnnvcccccccvescscscsscvescsece 
Bob Reed CHOCO HHSHOHHHOHEHEHSESEHHEHEHSHESCECHEEEHREROEHHOORHEOHESORREOELES 
Armin SHUMEN eccosvccccevavscsvveesscssecccssievecssccsvescesscecs 
Bernie and Leona SUCURENS s:cswi6 6 cate cy 6006 00s aes neces ewee ae meeee 
Orul Towey SCTHTHHOCORHT OHHH OHO OH EH HTEDOS EEE EEE EDO OMRE SHEE HADES 
Ed Wi kes SPOETHOSHEROHOTHHHHROHOTEHOHHOEHHEHHOSHOHEOEEOE HEHE EOHOR HERE OROES 


Mary TIGHT covcccavenercceescssevecesesevsnccccapecescccseeenece 


F1,106.50. 7 
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Farm, Stock and Poultry Income and Expenses 
January L to December OL, 1934 


£ 


Income; i 
Farms Receipts for 1934 f $ 611.20 


Stock and poultry receipts for 1934 1364.06 


5282 
5.81 
1.50 
037 
41.84 
83.16 
14.57 
34.07 
57.15 
‘15.220 
6.51 
24449 
25076 
152.98 


20.67 — 


4.07 
14.49 
7.09 
052 
5.27 


© + Total Receipts $1,975.26 


EXPENSES: P 
Farm Expenses for..1934 $ 271.51 


Stock and poultry expenses for 1934 865.52 


a o ‘Total Expenses $1,157.03 ; 


‘Surplus from farm, stock and poultry 838,23 


e 


Industrial Time (Including teaching) 
‘ . January l to December 31, 1934 


Total 
Hours . Hours Rate 


Academic me 2667 25¢ 


Library l 2251 25g 
Food-including: 


Kitchen 989 
™~ Canning. Ls 
Misc. 385 25352 25g 


Business management >= including 
Administration : i 
Office and Pub. a z d 
Accounts & Store 997. 
Printing ` 31453 
Town Trips for | 
Purchases. 583. . 11297 25¢ 


Amount 
$ 666.75 
557.75 


\ 6,358.00. 


8,824.25 


Housing - Including: 


New Building | ES i l 
Upkee ' ba hes 
Building Fires fsbo e zs 2566 ° 25¢ $5916505 
_ Laundry r: a j isi i l : Ea 
Washing and Ironing 1 . $ 
Soane 208 2017 25g ` 504.25 
Mechanical Work on Equipment 947-740 ` 25g 235.50 F 
Night Watch e 3% 640 ag “ee 4 ‘160.00 
Miscellaneous , 885 BBE 96.25 
ee a ee ee eg rE ee, 
TOTALS BOLO 25g = $15,002.50 
ieoa 
ý Commonwealth College Store 
Statement of profit and loss for year ended December 31, 1934. 
Stores Sales i i $ 1,903.29 ; i ; 


Cost of Goods Sold 


Purchases $ 1,914.75 
Add-Inventory Jan. l, 


1934 104.76 oe 
$ 20 PEs) 


Deduct ~Inventory Jan.l 


1935 105.57 $ 1,913.94 : 
0.65 i i 


Note: Loss is accounted for by discard (in current inventory, December Sl, 1934) of 25.00 worth of 
unsalable bookse. 


LIE T E ET EEEE E EE EAEE 
December 3l. 1934 l Hag 


Plant and Equipment 


Campus Community Site E EA E EEE E E E E E A E E l; 000. 00 
Land cccccecscccceceeo40 acres farm land & pastureSersccccescccccces 3 ' 500.00 
COMMONS. ccccccvccceeeD Ning Room & KitCnen<s<sss6os oc bee bec beh a0 0 ee 1,100.00 


Kitchen HQuipmenteccccevccvcsesccscsssevccscensce 250.00 
Refrigeration Unite cccccccccscccvcescccsecccese 75.00 
Annex & Bake -s PEPP E wo sese E ees 130.00 


Residential Blags,...Guest Housescccccccccccccccsccccccescesesoceeses 1,100.00 
Four DormitorieSecccccccacccccceccscscsecsevccece 5 '100.00 
Seven Teacher's Cottages. cccesccevavecsescssecs 5 ;400,00 


Furniture... sosoo ooo IN residential Buildings. .ccsnccvccevsecsccccccecr 700.00 
LIDPary. cccccvcccse ce DUuLldinge ssccccccccenueccvccecccnvecssceesesses 600.00 
Reading Room AnneXecccescccencccscccesespesccce 229 200 
BookSccocccvcvccecocccnsscctccsecccetecnsesenve 4,000.00 
OLLL COs ecocevevccc cs cHUdldingescscccssecssvevccscesccscccveseccessece 300.00 
- Furniture and Equipmenteccccccsevecvecnscscescce 500.00 : 
Print SHOP ccceccccese ebUslLdingececcsccccccncccce eveeeeeoscoevevesn®enveve 300.00 + ` 
EQuipMenteccccccsevccvccesccvcvvcsccscsesscvecseces 685.00 ` 
SCOP s6:0 6606 000 e 006s  DUILAINE socs cc cee eh sacri t essor dees cate sées e600 250.60 
LADOTATOLY cece ec cece oHULLAING se ccccccccsccccccccccccsenssccscesscsece 400.00 
LAUNGLY o-0.6.0'es\c-06s065 DUI LOING 6 25.4656 bein 05 605is es Nbes dba w esis eae eases 250.00 O 
HBQuipMent .vscccecsevcscrecevscsccsecsvssevcccese 175.00 | 
Shower HqQuipmentecccccccccvccvscccccscsssececcce 18.00 
Delco Electric......-Plant and Equipment ecocsescccscccncceveccesvece 550.00 
Vegetable Cellar & Dryereceeccncsecscesececnccceascennhsevsanreceses 500.00 
Canning Plant & EqQuipmentcccccvccdccevcccccvsccccscasccvccesessssess 175.00 
Carpenter Shop & Smithy (EES EEXKEEZZASEEZEESEKESESESEESTESEEREEZERAEE) 75.00 
Well and Water Systemaccccccccvecces cvccencceserersasesesepecsecesese 425,00 
COPS. a 0.600606 66< bees GCNOVTOLOD THUCK sca 0006 0sc ae 56666656 050660 v0 oes L00.00 
. Whippetcccccevcccscvccccsensecccosevecsssevetece £0200 . ` 
StOCKeseesecoseoeoee Bight COWS PEP E E N EEEE S A 200200 : 
Four COLVOS i 04.0068 05s 6605040 4566 bonr Oho SOS KON Om 16.00 
Two Horses and four MBLOSecccsccccccccccesecece 950.00 
Ten PLESe carvccccccorsecceeevecabsseeccsseccnecs 1 85200 
One DUEL 6b 6is 6 0's.0's 06 00 ee dr edkikn 5 4540S046s4G04% 14.00 
R ‘ 
\ 1 


\ 


Farm Equipments.cccccsccccccccccscesessoWagons, Machinery, Harness, AEE TE TEEN. p 
s.es ooce eoenegen EEEE) OOOO KEE OE HOO HEHE EHHEHSHSEEHHESHH HEHE HED EH SESE a 

eer ee an Tenant FALMeccsceccesssesssrerseesessegese ater 

l Shee scaccccscccccccenssccepssvesssesesecsssevesvevecsevovensasesesecrsrerrrsyeeene v 4125.00 
‘pment -» Carpenter & Mechanical Tools.rccccecceccvccvsenvessncnss e 

preter eieaee pene 7 4 Wood Saw MachinS..eesescecesosoccsopeoosopoeeoo EEP 
Sorghum Millecccsossesvegeereorsssecesssveces pi 35.a 

30,116.00 


l 
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EXHIBIT "H" 


William G., Adam, 22, from Massachusetts 
Bill Andres, 23, Illinois : 
David Barton, about 50, from Louisana 
Bob Bovey, 49, West Virginia 


“Cora Brown, 74, Louisiana 


Nat Brown, 29, Illinois 

Raymond Chaplin, 18, Massachusetts 

Atley Delaney, 19, Massachusetts 

Frank Drasler, 25, Pennsylvania 

Loren Elson, 43, Michigan l 3 
Ralph Field, 54, Louisiana ; i 
Ted Freedman, 27, California 

James Fulks, 17, Arkansas 


` Claude Gower, 24, Illinois 
, Mirian Lefson, 24, New York i 


Al Lehman, 27, New York , 
Harold London, 19, Pennsylvania 
Ben Low, 29, Louisiana 

Matt Mackie, 55, Louisiana 

Paul Maslow, 25, New York 

Irene Merrill, 27, Vermont 

Mary Paige, 19, Michigan 

Charles Rehmer, 235, Colorado 
Fred Rehmer, 20, Colorado 

Smith Sanford, 55, Louisiaba 
Armin Shumin, 37, California : 
Leona Stefens, 25, Louisiana 

Joe Valdes, 29, New York 

Frank Weis, 50, Pennsylvania 

Bob West, 25 Minnesota 

Robt, Reed, Texas 


Almost all teachers take classes 


Lucien Koch, native Ozegon - Labor History and Problems and teaches Public Speaking 
Willigm Cunningham, Oklahoma -= Econogics and writing 

Mildred Price, North Carolina - Currents Events and directs Orientation Course. 
Henry Black, Illinois = Fascism and Social Revolution. 

Charlotte Moskowitz; New York = Typing - Executive Secy.-Treas,. 

Clarice Cunningham, Oklahoma - Short hagd and Stenographer 

Rose Brown, - English 

Bob Brown = Illinois, Creative Writing 

Marvin Sanford =- California = Hourbalism 

Carl Parker, Illinois = Farm Problems and Farm Work 

Raymond Koch, Oregon =- Social Psychology 


SIO ACR IG okk kkk 
Le E. SHEPHERD, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES as FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: 
By Senator Shaver, 


Q. What is your name? 
A. IL. E. Shepherd, 


Q. What is your age? 
A. 49, I believe. 


Q. Where do you live? 
A. I live in the Western part of Polk County, 11 miles from Mena, 


Qe Near what is known as Commonwealth College? 
A. Yes, my west line joins their past Line,” 


Qe Have you eger worked for the College? 
A. Yea, back several years ago, not since the latter bunch has come. 


I hauled Lumbe 
campus when they first started. That was when W. E. Z4euch, Goodhue and P¥oreasan Benton vase chee, 


Qe Have you had occasion, Mr. Shepherd, to observe tH 


Commonwealth College in the last few years? - ARE of the students and the professors at 


A. Sme, yes. ` 


Q. Have you seen any indecent activities on the 


‘last few years? part of sither the students or the professors in the 


Ae Yes. 


ye" 


, Will you state what those activities consisted of? , 


A little bit rough just at the present time, Last summer I seen hugging and er a kissing and 
indecent conduct right before myself and others, that I did not feel was very decent conduct at that 


time. : l Q 


St Saad they were being observed by you then, or could have observed them? 
CBe À 


Do you know whether these were professors or students? 
They were students. 
& 


Have you seen illegal co-habitation among the students at Commonwealth College? 
Up until two years back. 


* 


Did you see anything else unusual last summer down—there? ; i , 
Yes, the last summerethey were in the swimming hole there in a public place, that is it wa@ public to me, 


$ 


Naked? 

Yes., 

Girls or boys? 

Girls. 

Had you seen similar action somewhere else? es : 


Yes, sometime three or four years back of the students. 


Were they mixed? 


Yes, that bunch was. l i l Q- 


Some three or four years back when you saw those students ih the swimming hold, naked, were they boys or 


girls? 
They were boys and girls too, both sexes. 


Together? ae 
Together, out in the pool, all in the same swimming hole. 


About how many of them? 
Three or four of the girls, probably three or four of the boys. 


r 


What do you know about their general dress out there that would be out of the ordinary? 
Their shorts are very short and just a small apron or bib protects their breast, very small at that and 


very thin. 


What do you mean by their shorts are very short? 
I mean that they were cut very high and just too awfully doggone short. 


Mr. Shepherd, what do you know with reference to their belief as to a Supreme being? 
They absolutely deny that there is a deity, and they will have nothing to do with students or men in 
regard to working with them or for them unless uey stand in line with their beliefs and advocate the 


same Russian belief that they do, 


You know of your own knowledge that they do teach there is not a Supreme pias ` 
Sure, I have heard them argue it right out in stiff arguments that there is no such thing as a Supreme . @- 


Being. 


Do they observe Sunday or a day of Rest? i 
No, not in a quiet way. Some of the students have the privelege of taking off Sundays, but they are ` 


usually working right on through Sunday. Such as typewriting, and I saw a fellow making boards last 
Sunday. : 


Who was this man? 
Clay Fulks. 


Is he a teacher? . . 
He is a teacher and an attorney at law. 


“Mr. Shepherd, what do.you know from your own knowlegge with reference to their belief in our own American 


form of government? 
They believe in Russian Government, they teach the Russian government, so we would not have to work but 


two or three hours a day. They are Reds.from the start to the finish in belief and form of government. 


How do you know this? 
By stiff old arguments with them. 


Have you had such arguments with Kucien Koch? 
I don't feel away my time with him, he is just in and out, in and out. E $ 


Who have you hda arguments with? 
With Marion Nobles and John Meyers. = 


Have you discussed our American form of Government with any of the professors? 
Yes, three or four years ago. \ . 


Have you had arguments with Kate Richards Othare? ; 
Yes. i 


a she advocate the Russian form of government? 
BS» 


HENRY BLACK, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, 


B 
; 
By eee 


BY MR. JOHN RYE 


State your name. 


` Henry Black. 
What is your age? 


25 years., 


What is’ your profession? 
I am a student, a library worker and do some writing and cataloguing. 


What is your native state? 
Illinois, north part, I come from Moline. 


Do you teach some out at Commonwealth College? 
I teach one class. It is entitled, Fascism and Social Revolution. 


What is the purpose of the course? 


The purpose is to show the growth of Fascist Movements, in Italy, Germany, Austria and Spain, and to a 
lesser extent in England, France and other countries. We spend a little time on the Fascist movement 


in this country. 
With the idea of what? 


The idea of the work is that Fascism is one of the important considerations of the day. 
about in nearly every newspdpér and in many publie meetings. It is important for students of publie 


TO-WIT: 


& 


It is talked | 


. affairs to have a knowledge of how Fascism has developed and what is its program, and what its avtivities 


T. J. THOMAS, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: 


are. 


Briefly, what is Fascism? 


That is extremely difficult to answer. We already have:.it in five countries and well de¥eloped Fascist 


movements in half a dozen other countries. 


Does that include the United States? 


No. There is a small weet ee movement in this country, but it could not be said to be well developed at 


this time. 


Are you endeavoring to develope it? 
I am note l a 


Then what is your purpose in teaching it? 


My purpose in teaching it is simply to supply students with the available facts and various ideas about 


‘a rather important political movement. 


If you do not want it developed, you would not teach it, would you? 


No, because it is entirely possible and very frequently done for a teacher to teach the important facts 
about an idea or about a movement without himself agreeing with it. For example, a democratic history 


teacher might easily, in fact would teach the facts about a republic administration, 


Do you receive compensation? 
In the form-of a salary, no. I receive what we call maintenance. 


Me eR A ak A ake ae ak A Ce ae he ake a ae He ae 2 ae ake ake ae a ake a ak ae ak A k k 2e 


BY MR. CLYDE ELLIS. 


What is your name? 
Te J. Thomas. 


Where do you live? 
I live on the college place. 


t 


You live on the Commonwealth College land? What do you do? 
I am a farmer. 


Do you rent lana? 
Yes, A 


Who do you rent it from? 
Lucien Koch, I rent from him. 


Under what agreement? ` 
They furnish me seed, the land and the machinery I use, and I get half. 


You pay them half for the rent, half for the crop where they furnish the seed. 


farm last year? 
Sixty acres, I furnish my own teams. 


How much rent did you pay them last year? 


Not very much, the drouth got me, I usually turn over about 50 or 75 bushels of corn. 


How many acres of land does the college cultivate? 
About 40 acres, 


And do the students eer that? 
NO» 


I furnish my own teams. 


How many acres did you 


` State what that wab, if it was an instance like this. 


P need 3 X * 
f- 
iggy 


t 


How many acres in the whole tract? — 
Let's see, I have 160 on my side and they Haye 80, All of mine is not in cultivation, part of it is 
in timber land, about 60 acres in cultivation. i 


How long have you lived out there? ; i @- 
Four years, this is the fifth year. 


Are youwhat is know as a share cropper? 
No Sir. -I have two good teams, furnish my own farm implements such as cultivators and they furnish 
seed and that is all they furnish. 


bea observed the students of the College actively out eee for four years have you not? 
I in SOs 


Have you “seen men and women at Commonwealth College in bathing together without clothes on? 


Sure, 

When? Sa . l + 

Last summer. ay, © 

Where? 

Down on Mill Creek in the swimming hole. 

How many? s 

Six, sight, or ten, a creek full of them. 

Does that occur often? 

Oh yes, pretty often. a 

Have you noticed prior to last year the same thing happening? - i z 
Yes, it has been going on that way every since Mr. Zeuch and Mr. Goodhues left there. Zeuch came to . 
my house last summer and asked me all about how things were running. 

Did you see any other indedent things in the swizming hole, that is, any actions on their parer 

No, in the swimming pool they were just swimming. á 

Now, any other place? 

Well, yese 

Where? 7 
In the woods. 

Naked? 

Just the same as naked. an : e 

What were they doing? 

You can guess the Balance of it. 

Were they having intercourse? 

Yese ' i; ` . A 
Do you know who they were? l i l 
I knew the girl, she was at he skob last summer. — 

Was she a girl of the college? 2 

She came to the college when Mr. Zeuch and Goodhues were there.. She was there one day when Mr. Zeuch 

had me to eat dinner with him, and this little girl just kinda pushed herself back. She said when she 
came here she wa a decent girl, but she made the remark, she says "I am ruined". Mr. Zeuch and Mr. 
Goodhues says "How is that?" She says "When I came here I waa a decent girl, today I am ruined". There 
was a gentleman sitting beside her and he asked "Did I ruin you?" and she said " you heard what I said". 
What was the girls' name? ; 

Mary Noble. The same girl I caught in the woods in the same act, last summer. She left there last sum- 
mer. She had been there three terms. 

Was the man involved in this act a student in tuis College? - 

Yes. 

What was his name? 

I could not tell you. He was a foreigner. 

Is he there now? 

No. I don't hardly ever know those boys now because I don't hardly ever go over there, you see I am 
living about a mile frm there and I was out after my cows in the pasture when I seen that, 

Do you know of other indecent instances in this College? ` 

Yes Sir. 

When? . 4 i l n 

Last fall. 


` ~ 


Yes, on my way home one night down in the woods on the side of the trail. 


rf! 


4) 


Qe Were the parties students in that College? 

A. Yes, I guess I passed as close as five or six feet and could have kicked them if I had waited to. 
e Did they see you? 
» Yes, and did not pay me “any mind. I just walked by. 

Q. Do you know who they were? : 

Ae No, it was night and I could not tell exactly who they were, but I know they were students by the way 
they were dressed, and they were just N under the hillifrom the College on the College ‘land. 

Q.e Do you know of any other instances? 

A. Well, I don't know that I do, only I know they live there together and 105 there together, They just 
stay together when they are not married. 

Q. Do you know anything about cued principles with. reference to their ideas of marriage? f 

Ae Well, they believe in marriage. I have saw two of the marriages. They don't want God's name used in 
it at all. i 

Q». Whose name do they use? 

A. Just put them up together and pronounce them amn and wife, or something like that. 

. Have you heard them discuss God? l l l 
- No Sir, they don't believe in God, 

Qe How do you know that, from hearing them talk? 

Ae From hearing them talk, and they won't allow a minister to preach there and another thing, they won't 
have a man at the school that believes in a Supreme Being, and in fact they preach infidelity. 

Q. How do you know these ‘things? 

Ase How do I know these things? I have been there when thdy were talking and speaking and go backwards and for 
wards with the students that come to the farm and talk. 

l Q. Are they ashamed of their belief, or do they seem to be proud of their belief? 

A. They seem to be proud of their belief, and they say there ain't no such thing as a Supreme Horner 

Qe Have you heard Lucien Koch express his belief in fegard to a Supreme Being? | 

A. Well, I am going to answer it just like I heard him say it. I have heard him talking on that. He says 
when aman is dead, he is dead just like an animal. X% 

Q.e Have you heard him express himself with reference to marriage ? 

A. Well, nothing,, except I saw him one hight in a play at the Gollege, divorcing and marrying ken as they 
did in Russia. 

Q- Was it shown in that play how they married in Russia and divorced in Russia? 

Ae Yes Sir. They were getting a digorce, Lucien says "Why", and she just make a remark "He don't suit me", & 
Lucien, then turned around and gave them a divorce and divorced them. That was the divorce. 

Qe That was in a play and he was not gotnedie giving them a divorce? 

A. No, No, that waa“in a play, and he was showing them like they were doing in Russia. And then the girl 
went out and in just a short time she came back, two of them, and said "We want to get married”. Lucien 
says "Alright, do you thihk this man will suit your", and she says "Yes", and she said “Yes, we have been 
living together for a month and we have tried each other out and we think that we suit euch ' other". That 
was the marriage. , 

Qe NOM teh this marriage was there anything said about tris marriage being the proper manner in which to 

-be married? 

A. All that was said, Lucien Koch made the remark "That is the way we do business in Russia, ‘and believe in it, 

Q.e Are you a member of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union? 

A. No Sir. 

Q.e Did you aver hear of it? 

A. Yes, I have heard of it. 

FEI ooo oeo oook kokk kok kkk 
MILDRED PRICE COY, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HER OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: h 


BY MR. JOHN RYE 


Qe 
Ae 


State your name. 
Mildred Price Goy, my husband's name is Harold Coy. 


How old are you? 
Ske 


How long have you been married? 
5 years. 


kad 


Do you have any children? ; ‘ : Í 
One boy. l À % 


` \ SoN 
How old? 
Two and one half years. 


Where is your husband? : 
In St Louis, ; ‘ 


Are you living with him now? 
Yes. By way of explanation, we are not separated. 


What does he do? 
He works for the General, Manager of the St. Louis, Communi ty Fund, nR i 


! 


Qe What is your business? 
Ae I ama teacher at Commonwealth College, Mena, Arkansas, 


Qs How long have you been there? > eo : 
Ae We came here in the fall of 1931. We went to Spain this last year, You see we go away some months 


out of each year. 


Q You have beenthere four years? i TE 
A. Yes, but we have traveled some out of each year. ; 


Qe What subject do you teach? 
A. I give Current Events once a week and I am in charge of the Labor Orientation Course. 


Q. With what principles do you deal when teaching Labor Orientation Course? Š 
å. It-is taught by all of the teachers, but I am in charge of it, I rake the attendance. I also teach a 


general course of Art, Literature, History and Geography. 


Q.e Do you deal with the present labor movements, or the reforms along labor woyeinent lines? ' 
A. It is most consistent with the history of the past modes of economy. The course in the history of the 
_labor movement is handled by Lucien Koch. ; pa 


Q. He is the Director, is he not? 
Ae Yes. : ; 


Q. Do you receive any remuneration? 
A. I get room, board and laundry, and about $1.50 a month for miscellaneous. 


Q- Do you regard this as a work of love? Is this the reason you are doing this without remuneration? 
Ae I am very much interested in it. 


Qe Why did you desire to come to Commonwealth College and oonteibute your services without charge? S 
A. The main reason is that my husband was at Commonwealth College years ago and in 1931 he vanega to come: 
back and work with his former friends. 


Qe Anā you both worked free of charge? 
Ae Yes, except for room, board etc. 


Qe Mrs. Coy, would you goto any other college and contrèbute your services without being remunerated? 
Ae It depends on the college. 


Qe Do you have any other college in mind? where you would furnish your services free of charge? 
Ae Yes, I do. 


Qe Please name that college? 
A. The Somtbern Summer School. 


Qe Where is that school? 
A. Weaverville, North Carolina. North Carolina is my home. 


Q Who is the director? 
Ae Mrs. MoLauren. 


Qe What is she principally interested in? : 
A. She is interested in working with women. She and I were formerly working with the Y., W. C. A. 


Qe Does she direct the activities of that college without being remunerated? 
A. I-am not sure. _ 


Q» What views along present lines do you present to the student body at Commonwealth College? 
A. I present the Eccletic Appreach. 


Q. In as few words as possible explain what you mean by the Eeclectic Approach, as it affects government 


3 affairs. 
A. In history we take up the Guild Handicraft System, Feudal donony, Merchant Capitalism, Slave Economy 


and Industrial Capitalism. 


Qe Do you present the views of the Communist Party? 
A. No, I do not teach that. 


Q. What teachers advocate Communism in their teaching? 
A. I do not attend the other classes, I do not know what they advocate. 


JARS USGA IOC IOI COOSA 
J. O. TURNER, FIRST HAVENG BEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO=-WIT: > 
BY MR. CLYDE ELLIS. 


Q What your name? 5 . 
Ae J, O. Turner. N 


Qa Where do you live? 
A. Potter, Arkansas, 


Q. Where is that in reference to Mena? 
A. <A few miles south of Mena. 


Qe How old are you? 
A, 46 years old, ` 


' What is your occupation? 


Blacksmith. 


Where were you born? 


West of Mena, two and one-half miles. 


Are you married? 
YeSe 


Have you a family? 


Yese ; : 


- NOs 


How many children? 
Three. 


Are you a member of any church? 


No. . 


Are you acquainted or have you been acquainted with the conditions of Commonwealth College? 
Well, I have been some years back. s 


How far back? 


Well, I call it about ten years back, when they first started it, 


Anything you would known then, would be about ten ysars back? 
Well, while I have not been there, I have heard lots of stuff about it. 


Did you observe the students at this place with reference to any swimming, bathing, or 


I have. 


When? 


s 


I suppose that it has been about nine veers ago. 


Tell what you saw. 


I hauled the lumber out there. 


w 


I was on the creek fishing and saw a lady swimming about without any clothes on. 


Were there any men there? 
I did not see any. 


= i; 
Lt 


When you say you saw a lady bathing in a creek, were- there any others around? 


No. 


Did she see you? 
Yes. 


What did she do? 


She turned around and went on and it looked like she had a beard and was floating around in the water. 


Where is this creek in reference to the College? 
You mean how near and would the lady be in view of other members of this collega? : 


I meamzhow near and would the lady be in view of other members of this collegd? 
It is something like 500 yards from the College, but there is a public road by this 


Was this a hidden place? 
Noe 


Was 


Yes Sir, 


STATE OF ARKANSAS) 
COUNTY OF POLK 


BEFORE A JOINT INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE OF THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF ARKANSAS AS PROVIDED BY THE HOUSE 


CONCURRENT RESOLUTION BY MILLER OF POLK COUNTY. THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF SAID COMMITTEE WERE PRESENT: 


it open where everybhdy could see? 


a ake A ak 2k ake ae Fe ae Be a afe ake aje 2h ake ake ale ais a afc ake fe 2k afe 2 2k 2k 2k 2E 


pool of water. 


E 


other activities? 


THE TESTIMONY OF HENRY BLACK, ATLEY DULANEY, BOB REED, FRANK WEISS, CHARLOTTE MOSKOWITZ, CARL PARKER 
AND JOHN SHEPHERD TAKEN IN THE COURTHOUSE IN MENA, POLK COUNTY, ARKWASAS, ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH, 1955, 


SENTATIVE MARCUS MILLER, REPRESENTATIVE JOHN RYE, AND REPRESENTATIVE MINOR MILWEE: SENATOR CLYDE ELLIS AND 
SENATOR J. Le SHAVER, 


Henry Black, having been duly sworn, deposes and testifies as follows: 


Mr. Rye? 


Ae 
Qe 
A. 
Qe 
Ae 


è 


‘Now just what do you want to say? 


I didn't quite finish the answer to the last. — 


The last question was, as you receive compensation? 


In the form of salary, no. 


We receive what we call maintenance, 


services and necessary clothing. 


piedod answer this question yes or no, if you can, 


or its equivalent? 
No. 


That is béard, room, laundry, medical 


Do you receive any compensation in the form of money, 


REPRE- 
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Has Facism led to the overthrow of Government where it has bed@n successful in other countries? 
No, it has not where it has been successful. 


Do you think that the teaching of Fascism includes teaching of the necessity for a change in our form G- 
of Government? : ; 
No, it does not. 


It is the prevailing idea in Italy? 
Yes. \ 


Does it conform rather closely to Communism? 
No, it doesn't. 


What is the difference? 
Briefly, the difference is this. Briefly, that while the Communist wish to abolish private property 


the Fascism wish to maintain and strengthen the system in private property. That is the Answer. 


As to these two systems, which does the Commonwealth College favor? 
The College takes no stand as such. It is non-partisan. The teachers and the students have Yarying _ 


ideas. 


If you were satisfied with the present system of Govenmment you would have no preference in teaching 


either Fascism or Communism. Is that correct? 
That question, I am afraid, is rather ambiguous and difficult to answer as such. There is such a vast 


‘material space between Fascism and Communism that any number of opinions might be held. 


Do you believe the Russian form of Government, commonly known as Bolshevism, is superior to the American 
form of Government? D- 
No. 


Do you believe the Italian form of Government, canines known as Fascism, is superior to the American 
form of Government? 
Noe 


Do you believe the American form of Government is superior to either of the two mentioned? 
Yes, I think so. Of course, these answers are mecessarily brief and as statement of one’s full opinion 


would involve qualifications. 


Then, how do you justify your efforts? In the teaching of Fascism? 8 
You evidently misunderstood what we speak of when we speak of Fascism. I am teaching a course, a histor- 
ical course, showing the development of Fascism as a political movement. That is, the course deals, not 
with my own convictions, but with the available facts and the interpretations of those facts have been mad 
by various students in political questions. 


Do you believe that the class in Fascism is justified as an end in itself? 

Not so far as it gives the students a clearer fact of knowledge of important political and historical 
movement. Whether or not they agree with the movement teaching such a course is justified just as 
teaching a class, giving the facts of any important or political movement is justified. 


It is true, is it not, that most of the political doctrines in your school have originated in foreign 


countries? 
That question is so broad it would be practically impossible to answer because, as I mentioned, the &- 
school is non-partisan and a considerable variety of ideas in the course are taught there. l 


Have you attended College before coming here? 
Yese 


I believe you said you were a student here as well as a teacher? 
I ama student here, Previous to coming here I attended the University of Illinois and Augustana ; 
College. Augustana College is at Rock Island, Illinois. 


Does any course with which you are connected-tnvolve the teaching and recognition of a Supreme paing? 
Wili. pou- tépesf the question? 


Does any course with which you are connected-~ 
At the College? : . 


Yes. Involve the teaching and recognition of a Supreme Being? 
No. No more than any class at any State University. 


Do you believe in the existence of a Supreme Being? 
Yes, I ama member of the Episcopal Church. 


None at this time. Yes, I might add, however, that students caches come into town and also 


Have you any church activities on the campus? 
occasionally attend the ‘neighborhood’ church dowr near Rocky, but that's, of course, off the campus. ` @- 


Rye: I believe that is all I have. 


Shaver: Do you have a Fascism unit in your Collese? 
Noe 


oe do have a Socialist Local and Commust Faction, do you not? 
CB 


Qe 


Ae 


You are familiar with the United Front Agreement, are you not? 
Yos, As that agreement is in writing. ; 


Are you familiar with the news item set forth in the Commonwealth Fortnightly, undér date: "OF HELEGAEY 


15th, 19357 | 

Yes, ’ though I have not read the article fully. I just noticed it. 

Does the Socialist Lo¢al Organization, the Communist Faction in the Commonwealth College go ouk over 
‘the State and advocate ahd work for the adoption of their systems? 

I cannot speak for the Communist, of course, as I am not a member. The Socialist at this: ine are not 


going any, work in the State. 


Are Ahoy doing any in the United States? 

The Soctalist Party in the United Statesis doing political work in Spots parts of the JETEN Our 
Local on the campus is doing no political work. 

What else do you teach besides Fascism? 

Occasionally I deliver a lecture in the Orientation Class, 
Do you teach ‘Social Revolutions? . 
That comes as a part of my class in Fascism, My class ig officially titled "Fascism and Social Revolu- 
tions." The major part of the course is devoted to a study of Fascism, but because a revolution is also 
a topic of some considerable importance today sometime is spent ona development of revolutions. For 
example, the break down of Feudalism at the end of the Middle Ages, the American Revolution, the French 
Revolution and, to a very small extent, more recent occurences such as the Revolution in Germany in 1918 
and in Spain, In my class we do not study, except barely mention, the Russian Revolution. 


I notice in this United Front Agreement, Paragraph 6, states "To build revolutionary: strueturse and teach 
organizations in the colleges of the--": State as a teacher in Social Revolution, do you propose to do 


that? ; 
No, I take no part in such work. My work as a teacher is teaching a course about Fascism and about Revo- 


lutions. The rest of my time is occupied in Library work and personal matters. 


What is your agp? 
25. That's in the record later. 


I think that.is all. Are you married? 
No. 


ee 


Do you believe in the institution of marriage? 
Yes, very firmly. | 


Do you believe in “Free Love"? - i 
No, I do not. 


Do ang of your associates believe in free love? ` | 
No, they do not. ij 


Has it eyər, to your knowleđge, been practiced in the College? 
No. 


On the College ground? 
No. 


Could it have been practiced without your knowledge? 
That is a hypothetical question. Usually it could have been. However, the sexual polation are some- 
what more conservative at Commonwealth College than any of the four or ' five other colleges and universi- 


ties of which I am familiar. 


WITNESS EXCUSED. l i 


Atley Dulaney, Having been duly sworn, deposes and testifies as follows: 


Mr. Rye: State your name. 


Ae 


Atley Dulaney. 


Where do you live? 
Commonwealth College at Mena, Arkansas. 


What is your age? 
Twenty~two. 


' Where were you born? 


North Hampton, State of Massachusetts. 


Where did your people come from? 
Well, Wisconsin. 


Came from Wisconsin. When fidctheyncone to the United States? 

They were born here, 

How long have you been in Commonwealth College? . X S 
Three months. : \ 


\ 
\ 


X 
You came from Massachusetts directly? 
No. I made a tour practically of the North and Central part of the United States, 


ae 


Ae 


Qe 
Ae 


Qe 
Ae 


Ae 


mn eee “ 
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How long were you on that tour? | 
About two or three weeks, 


What was your purpose? : 
Just to see America. ; 


With whom, as an organization, did you come in contact on your tour? 
The Socialist Party. 
: 
You were making the tour purposely in the interest of the Socialist Party? 
No. 


You were making contacts. What was sous purpose in geen the contacts with the Socialist Parsyt 
They were the people whom I knew. 


You are a member of the Socialist Party? 
_ Yes. I was sent’ to Commonwealth College by a -Scholarship given. by the SORIANA Party of North 


Hampton, Massachusetts, 
j 


What other schools have you attended? 
Graduated from North Hampton High Sehool in 1931 and I went to a private school run by the party in 


Western Massachusetts. 


What does your father do? 
Stationery Fireman. 


Is he a member of the Socialist Party? i 
No. 


What are his politics? 
He is registered as a Republican. 


And yoa Are here from a scholarship from the Local Unit of North Hampton, Massachusetts. How much do 
.they contribute? 
The whole thing. 


What does that amount to inthe course of a semester? 
$120.00 


How many scholarships do the Socialist Party provide for Commonwealth College? 
The party doesn&t provide any acholarships directly. You have the choice of choosing any “school you 
would like to attend. I intended to go to Brookwood School in New York and I would have been afforded 
that privilege. Coming to Commonwealth was merely my own choice and opinion. 


What occasioned your choice? l oie j 
Well, partly because it was in the South. I haven't traveled at all in the South and I was coming down 
here in the Socialist Party to acquaint myself with the people in the South and see more of the social 
economy and the status that these people have in this State. I am particularly interested in the Working 
people. I am a working man myself. Š 


What classes do you take out there? 
Labor Orientation. 


Who is the teacher? 
Mildred Price is the Director. I take the Labor History, Lucien Koch and Economics with Bill Cunninghan, 


Instructor. That’s all. 


Just those three classes. Now, in your work that you take to Lucien Koch, what ideas along Governmental 


lines are advocated by him to you as a student? 

Well, there is no phase of that connected with Labor History. The Committee sat in on one of the classes 
discussing the rise and the fall of the Knights of Labor as a training organization and the growth of the 
A. F. F. Le and its present structure and system. That's what we had this morning. The class itself is 
giving a complete history of the working means of production from the time of feudalism in England to the 
present mode of production we have in American to-day. 


os 


Now, in which course are Governmental affairs taken up, studied and discussed? 
No course. 


Governmental affairs are not discussed at Commonwealth Conuseet 
No. 


You don't deal with forms of Governments? 

No. I have not had some of the other classes, but in the three I take up are merely the most elementary 
discussions such as the labor conditions in England, the time when most of the majority of people were 
slaves on these tracts of land, and the rise of the serfs and the Americans under the Ehglish Dominion 
and the freedom of the American people is as far as we go and the structure. It is merely its working 


order in its form, 


Did you, in company with a party from Commonwealth, make a trip into EE TT a short -time pase? 
Yes, ‘ 


What was the purpose of the party going over there? l T` 
To investigate the living conditions of the share-croppers and to aid in any way we could ‘the Southern 


tenant-farmer. 
\ 


a any member of the party make any spseches, public addresses, over weds on that oooas tonr 
es. ` 


Who? 
Lucien Koch, Bob Reed and myself. 


e 


\s 
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Where did Lucien Koch speak? 
Well, several places. Marked Tree, Lepanto and Parkin. I believe that's all. 


eee you speak on those occasions? 
Os z 


Where did you speak? l i 
A tom by the name of Truman and Marked Tree and Lepanto awa a place called Deckersville,. 


~ 


That's in Missouri, isn't it? . 
No, it's right on the County line of Poinsett County. 


Where did Bob Reed Speak? 
He spoke in Gilmore, and also Lucien Koch. I don't think he spoke in Marked Tree, Deckersville or 


Parkin. 


` 


What ideas did you advance in your public speeches over'`there? 
That the system of unity was the only salvation the worfing class had ih the present chaos. 


Q-What advice, if any, did you all give to the tenant farmer in your public addresses? 


Ae 


Qe 
he 


That they should build up an organization strong enough .to get what waa justly theirs, 


What do you mean when you say, "What is justly theirs?" 
Well, they should have received certain privileges from the cotton reduction plan, atidi E didn’t. 


How did you advise them to get it? 
Through local organization and legislative means. Organizations political and legislative. 


* 


You mean, the organization of a political party? 
Yes. But not necessarily, it wouldn't be necessary for the party itself to be political, but they would 
. have sufficient influence by their strength solidity to influence the present Legislature bodies we mane 


to make an investigation. 


What immediate Legislations did you suggest to those shore-croppers? 
We suggested by some means, 


What means? / 
At present, nothing, there is nothing they can do except to protest to the prenant Administration that 


they weren't getting their just rights. 


You say, protest? 
The Southern tenant farmer would send a delegation to the Farmer’ s C@nference held at Washington and 


confer with Mr. Appleby, Secretary of Agriculture, explaining as well as they could, conditions where 
they live and ask that he send some one down to try to correct these conditions. 


Lucien Koch is a Director of the school? 
Yes. 


How were you and Mr. Koch and Mr. Reed advised of the meeting which. was to be held in Poinsett County? 
‘There were several meetings. We were in close touch with Mr. H. L. Mitchell, Executive Sesretary of the 


_ Local. 
Where did he live? . 


.Tyronza, but was later forced to move to Memphis for the safety of his family. 


And you and Mr. Koch and Mr. Reed have been in close contact with him. 


Yese 

For what purpose? 

The purpose of keeping informed. 

For the purpose of being informed and keeping yourself informed? 
Yes. 

As to the organization of an ynit? 

No. Not of the organization, but as to the conditions. 

But, you would assist and aid in the organization of the unit? 
Yog. 


That was your purpose in going over there? 5 
Noe My purpose was in helping the people. We are merely elementary to that extent. Our purpose was 


to help the people to gain economic freedom. 

But, including that, you were advocating the organization? 
Yes. i 

You were placed in jail over there? 

Yese . 


\ 


N \ 
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Tried? l i 
No. I was thrown out of Court twice. Not bodily, but was told to get out, 


The charges were dropped against you? \ 


So I was informed, 


Was Mr. Reed placed in gai? 
No. 


a? 


f 


Was Mr. Koch in jail? 


. Yes, and tried, 


What was the outcome of the trial? : 
I believe he was convicted of blocking the eas streets and alleys. But’ the charge of Barrantry 


was dropped. ` 
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Did he pay a fine? 
No, he appealed his case to the Circuit Court of Poinsett County. 


Who represented him over theme? 
C. D. Carpenter, 


Did Mr. Carpenter represent you? 
I wasn't tried. 


Did Mr. Koch employ Mr. Carpenter? 
I couldn't say about that. He was his lawyer. Don't know who employed him. 


How long were you over there? 
Three weeks. 


Where did you stay while you were there? 
With the share-croppers,. Stayed in their homes, or shacks. 


Did they charge you board and room? 
No, they didn't. We were guests. 


Did you go over there at the request of Mr. Koch? 
No, I was elected by the student body of Commonwealth College to represent them, 


Mr. Koch was elected too, I presume? 
I couldn't say about that. 


How were you elected? 
By the student body. 


You were the only one that was elected by the students? 
Noe Mr Koch doesn't have anything to do with the student body. 


What faction sent Mr. Redd? 
No faction sent him. The student body as a whole. 


You represented the Socialist Party, did you not? 
No, I was elected by the student body. The Socialist are not in a majority. 


Which political unit is in the majority, the Socialist, the Communist, or the Populist? 
I coundn't say. It is non-factional. There are more persons who have no affiliations at all than those 
who have. Those who have no political SEPAL ions: all out number by far BnORe who have political 


practices. 


How many Socialists do you have out there? 

T-couléi' t-seay exdetly; three or four Socialists. 

How many -Odrmmunists?. Sue ed wand ue Z A me, i j bi ‘ z 
The Socialists and the Communists do not make their views public. 


| You know there is out there, Mr. Dulaney, those students and teachers who favor Communistic view points. 


You are aware of those facts. 
There are no teachers who favor that Communistic viewpoint. 


Are there any students? 


No. They don’t try to influence or force anythi:g on the political questions. They keep them to them-~ 


selves. We do not require @nyone to join political parties. There is no branch of the Socialist Party 


there. A Local, as they are called, and I don't believe there is a Comnunistic Party official organization. 


Is there a local organization? 
No, I don’t believe there is. Well, there might be a group of these parties, but I = not believe there 


is any chartative branches there. 


Then who and what is the Communistic Faction in the institution? 
Bill Andrews is the Communistic Faction. He talks enough to make a faction by himself, 


What chureh are you a member of Mr. Dulaney? 
Episcopal Church. 


Are you not married? 
No, I am single. 


Do you believe in the institution of marriage? 
Yese 


Do you believe in “Free Love?" . 
No. 


To what extent is "Free Lovet practiced on the anpus of that institution? 

There is no such thing as "Free Love", The morals of Commonwealth College are far superior to several 
just plain Women?’ Colleges I’ know. I have had contacts with them. I lived in the town of North Hampton, 
where Smith College is located and from the contacts I had with this College the morals of Commonwealth 
College are superior to most other colleges. 


} 
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Qe 


' Then, under your aid, just the working class of people-- 


Let me get this straight. You could have chosen most any college or university in the Country? r 
Yes, 


To have attended on this scholarship eeanten you by the Toonil Unit of the Socialist Party and you 


_ selected Commonwealth College? 


Yes, that's true, 


Senator Shaver: I have just one question I vani to ask yous You say that you went into Eastern 


` Arkansas to help the shore-cropper? 


Yes. 


What did you find to be their condition over there? 

If I was telling about the conditions that existed over there you would think I was talking about the Far 
East. One family we slept there were eleven persons in two beds in one room, Four of these persons were 
adults; the rest werę children. We slept out in the shed. The food we had for breakfast was. thickening 
gravy and biscuits, That's the general meal of the share-cropper. That's about the average condition in 


the places we went, i 


The idea of the trip was to better those conditions? 
To better those conditions. 


Do you believe in the social and political equality of the White and the Back? 
The constitution says that all men are created equal and also Thomas Jefferson says that all men are 


created equal. 


And you believe that? 
Yes. 


The general condition was as you talked of that one family over there? 
The average condition of folks I met. Of course, there were some that were in better condition than 


those, but that was the average. 


You had just been in this State three months? 
Just in that section three months. 


How long had you been in the State? 
About three months or in that neighborhood. 


Did you come to the Commonwealth College and then immediately go over into Eastern part of the State? 
Noe 


Where did you come from. to the Eastern part of the State? 
I came to the Eastern part of the State from the Commonwealth College. 


Did you advise and make speeches advising the tenants that even though they were holding over the lands 


that they could not be evicted? 
No. The tenant farmer has a Court case before the same court, proving the legality of these evictions. 


Until such case is either approved and the evictions allowed it wasn't for me to say, 


Is it your idea that the Plantation System is entirely wrong? 
Yes. 


And you want to do away with the Plantetéon PYRE as a system? 
Yese 


What do you propose to substitute in the place of that system? 
A system where only those who work shall get their rewards for working. 


That is, the Public Ownership of land? 
Yes, 


How would you pay the present owners? 3 
Through use of bonds given them as a conpensation for their for nein lands, and we would have the title 
to them. 


You wouldn't confiscate the land? 
We would force them to turn the land over, but we would renumerate them for their lands. 


How? 
Through the issuance of bonds. Ones that have cash. value. 


` 
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My idea, everybody would be working class of people, unless they chose to starve. Except, those who 
have sufficient funds left over from the present motive of economy to support them to live under a Social- 


ist Regime, 


Do you believe in our Constitution form of Government? 
You mean the: Democracy? 


Yes, \ \ 
Yes, < ` 


‘Do you think that that could be done underour constitutional form of Government? 


Yes. \ i 
That's all. 


WITNESS EXCUSED. 
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Bob Reed, Having been duly sworn, deposes and testifies as follows: 


Mr. Shaver: What is your name? 


+ 


* 


Bob Reed, ; i 


How old are you, Mr. Reed? 
Twenty. 


Are you a married man?. 
Noe 


‘Have you been married? 


No. 


Where do you livé? 
You mean my parents? 


” 


+ 


Where do you live now? 
Well, I'm not so formerly registered as a student this year, but I have been there part of the course 
so I suppose you will possibly call it home, I have been around quite a eats Little Roek and back to 


Texarkana within the last two months, 


Where were you born? 

Texas, 

What place? a 

Coolidge. 

How long have you been in this State? i 
All together about two years, I think. 


' Where were you in Little Rock? 


I was there just before--what is the date? February 16th. I was there part of the month of January. 


Did you attend some meetings there? 
What kind? i i ` ‘ 


Was there some Labor Meetings in Little Rock at that time? 
Well, ; don't know just exactly what you mean. If you state specifically what meeting. 


Did you attend any labor meetings in Little Rock when you were there? 
I stayed in the Transit Bureau, r 


Did you attend any Labor Meetings in Little Rock? 
Meetings of Labor Groups? 


Yes. R 
I went to one, ; 


Where was that meeting held? 
In North Little Rock, 


Did you know what place, Mr. Reed? 
No, It was at night. 


How did you know the meeting wa to be held? 
I went with another fellow from the Transit Bureaus 


That fellow that went with you a member of the Commonwealth College? 
NO. 


How many people were there? 
About a dozen I guess. 


we 


What was the purpose of the meeting? ' 
It was a branch of the International Labor Defense Organization and it was a general discussion. 


ee you attend ony other BRGREDEe in Little Rock? 
Oe 


What is the International Labor Defense? 
Well, as I understand it--it is an organization that is pretty interested in civil liberties zor workers. 


Where are you living now, Mr. Reed? ` 
Well, I went back to Commonwealth College’ because I was rather a after this bit at Gilmore and I have 


been’ there since that time, í : 
Do you have any home in this State now? | 

None. l 

Do you class Commonwealth as your home? 


a think I would. It is rather hard to define it. I don’t know what the regular definition of home 
would bp, 


Have you been in Eastern Arkansas this year? 
Yos, 


When was the first trip you made over there? 
The date I am not sure of--sometime during January. Only one trip, 


Only one trip? 
I went down there and stayed untileeI believe it was about aes weeks. 


Who went with you? 
Dulaney and Lucien Koch. 


From what point did you go from? 
They picked me up in Little Rock. 


And for what purpose? 
To take me down there because they knew that I would be interested, 


Whose car did they go in? 
It was a Ford that Koch drove. Don't know whether he owned it or not. 
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Why did you go into Eastern Arkansas? 
Because I had heard that cotton contracts were being violated and that sHaresohoppens were not receiving ` 


justice. I am very muchly interested because my pdrents are farmers. 


Did you and the other two go over there to make an investigation of the conditions? $ 
Yese 


What aid you find the conditions to be? ` 
I found that considerations made by the landlord in certain sections were being violated; ‘thet tenants 


were being evicted wholesale, 


i 


Can you give the objection itself? 


‘If you will give me time to refer to a lawyer down there r can get regular cases for you, I prefer not 


to mention anye 


Would you mention the lawyer, or do you prefer not to? 
Carpenter, at Marked Tree. He represents the Unit. . 


What Unit? 
The Southern Tenant Farmers. 


Where is that incorporated? 
I understand that the papers are filed in White County. 


Are you a member of that Unit? R 
Noe ~ 


Are you a member of the International Labor Defense of Polk County? 


At present I am a member. At least, before going away. = 


You say that the tenants were being unlawfully evicted in Eastern Arkansas? 
Yes. 


Will you please explain how they were being unlawfully treated; wastes they had contracts or were being 
put off, or what had been done? 

I find that under the provisions of the acreage reduction contract that positively the same number of 
tenants are supposed to remain on the plantations. I am correct in thate I can show you that such is 
not the case, That we drive along the roads and see household goods piled out and see vacant houses. 
And I can refer to Mrs, Myers! report. She was the Investigator sent down here from the A. A. A. and in 
which she compares conditions there with those in war-torn Belguim. 


Do you have a copy of that report? © i E i 
No, but I can mail or send you a copy of it. I have seen the newspaper accounts. 


What are the qualifications to get in the Southern Tenant Farmer's Union? 
That the person, that he get his living, that he makes his living on the land through his. own labor; not 


through the labor of others. 


“ 


Can both White and Black join that organization? 
Yes. 


* 


Does it cost any money? 
Yes, there are dues. 


w 


How much? 
I think at the last Convention of the Unit it decided to set the dues at thirty cents to join and ten 


cents a month. 


+ 


Where was moos convention hela? 
At Marked Tree. 


Do you know who the directors in the group are? 
Noe | 


` 


Where did you stay during your three weeks in Fastern Arkansas? 
With the share=eropperse 
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Were thay White or Black? 
White. 


you stay with the Black? 


Do you induce the Black share-croppers to join yous waite 
I do not make specifications when asking for share-croppers to join. 


Do you receive any money for your serviées? 
Not one cent. 


What is your interest in the matter? 

My interest is in seeing that the share-croppers get a fair deal, 
Do you own any property? 

No. 


a 
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Do you vote? l - 
No. I am not of age yet. l Las 


What political belief do you have, Mr. Reed, if any yet? = Pe 
Not being old enough to vote I haven't figured out just how I would vote. i i 


E: believe you said that you were placed in jail while you were in Eastern AT EARRAET . 


No, that was incorrect. I was never in jail. 
Was any harm done to you over there? s 
I'was beaten up by a buneh of thugs at a meeting, which wag unlawfully interrupted at Gilmore, 


Were you hurt? = : 
I wa. My nose was broken. ft had to go to Memphis to stop it from bleeding. Asa result, from a 


weakened condition, I contradted a cold, which I have suffered from ever siuce. 
Do you believe in the private ownership of land? 
You mean, one man=--just.do you mean? 


I mean, do you believe that I am entitled to ewn one hundred and sixty acres of land if I want to and 


am able to? 
Well, it wouldn't make much difference whether I thougit it or not. ‘ 


+ 


Do you have any fixed belief? Do you believe in the private er of land or do you believe that 


all the land should be owned by everybody? 
You mean, all land that is worked together; that we and everybody siare it. I am eqoranee that after 
seeing those conditions down there that such would be better for all people concerned tham the plantation. 


system. 


é 


Do you all put out carus when you join? 
Yes. The Unit has a Membership Card. 


* 


Are you familiar witha statement that is made on this card? 
I am not sure. I saw a copy of the card. I don't want to take a chance on making niss-statement, but I 


can secure a copy for you if you wish by writing down there after it. 


"i 


Do you believe in the American form of Government? 
Government of the people, by the people and for the people. 


Do you believe in the Americah form of Government, the Constitution? 
Yese 


I hand you here what is a Circular "Hungate Must Be Punished", Did you ever see one of those? 


Yes. 


When was the first time you saw such circular? 
I was at Commonwealth College when this was issued so.I saw it. 


Was that circular issued from Commonwealth Colleze? 
I am not sure. I saw it on the streets in Mena. i 


Do you know who issued it? ' 
It es issued by the Tnbennastonal Labor Defense. 


Were you a member of that organization at the time it was issued? 
I was rather an inactive member, I was on the grounds. K 

Do you know, from your own knowledge, whether the Commonwealth College Printing Plant printed that 
Circular? f ; 
I do not know. 


Do you know who did print 1t?_ 2 
No. 


But it was issued under the authority of that organization? , 
I presume it waa. 
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7 “Mr. Shaver: I will introduce this Circular, entitled "Hungate Must Be Punished", as a part of this record, 
_ (Exhibit "A" attached hereto) q 

Q. Back to the share-cropper situation, Is it not true that those share-croppers who have been, or are 
about to be, evicted are undesirable share-croppers and that they have been, or about to be evicted, 
that they join this Farmer's Union? =e 

A. It is true that in many cases these share-croppers are undesirable to the landlord because he wishes to 
receive all checks for cotton acreage reduction, which otherwise might be necessary to share with the 
share-croppers and tenants, With this threat of eviction under them the tenants and share-croppers 
rightfully seek protection through organization. 

Q. Is it true that most of these share=croppers who have joined your labor movement are those who have been 

Pi evicted, or about to be evicted? ae 


For accurate! figures I refer you to the Attorney for the Union, Mr. C, T. Carpenter. ; 


WITNESS EXCUSED. 


i Frank Weiss, Having been first duly sworn, deposes and testifies as follows: ; 
Mr. Shaver: What is your name? SE : ; 
A. Frank Weiss, or Weis, Doesn't make any difference, ` . y 
Qe Where do you live? i 
A. Mount Carmel, Pennsylvania. i 
Q Where were you born? , l a 
Ae Mount Carmel, Pennsylvania. j 
Q. How old are you? 
Ae Twenty-eight, 
Qe What nationality? Are you American Born? 
Ae Yes. 
Q And your father and mother are native born? 
Ae Yes, Pennsylvanians. 
Q What is your religion? l 
‘Ae Roman Catholic. I am the only Roman Catholic in the whole College. 
Qe How long have you been at Commonwealth College? 
A. About six weeks now. oe 
Q. How did you happen to come to, Commonwealth College? ; 
Ae I ama representative of the United Iron Workers of America. I am an officer there in the Local. 
i Qe Does the Local finance you? . l , 
Ae Yese i 
Q. How much money do they have to pay to Commonwealth College for you to be a student in that College? 
A. I think it is $50 a quarter and you have to work. You got to work $40 or $50, twenty hours a week here. ` ( 
Q.e How long are you to stay here? i 
A. Three months. 
Q Then, where do you go? 
Ae Go back home. , 
Qe Why did you cone to this school? . 
A. I came here to take up Parliamentary Law, Public Speaking, Effective writing and English. 
Q». Do you belong to any political party? 
Ae I am registered "Republican." But, I voted for "Rosy" the last time. : 
Qe Out at school do the Professors teach Communism there? ; 
A. No. They teach from a free point of view. What I get mostly out there is the teaching of American Labor. 
History, teaching from the early beginnings and they don't teach you to follow any political group at ally 
It is a non-facthonal school. : 
Qe Are there any Socialists in the College? 
A. I think there is a few. Not any Communist out there that I know of and also some Republicans and Democrats 
Qe How many Democrats? l , 
A. They don't say what their political affiliations are. : i + 
Q» Could you name the Democrats? 7 i 
A. No, I couldn't name any, but there are some there. `I know there are. I don't know but what you would 
call me a Democrat, but I am registered in Pennsylvania as a Republican. ` i 
Q. What was your business before you came down here? i 
A. Coal miner, 
Q. Anthracite coal miner? ; 
Ae Yea, : A 


D 
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How many people in your Local up there? 
About nine hundred, In that anthracite coal regions there are one hundred and thirty thousand Ener Be! 


What was your purpose in coming .down here to this institution? 


‘ I came down here to learn law. That is a great help to minore to send: lawyers out as organlaerg in ene. 


field and conduct meetings. 


Your choice was to become qualified as a Trade Union Man and work in a Trade Union? 
Yes, . 


Mr. Rye: Mr. Weiss, were you present at the meeting of your Local United Mine Workers when the question 


came up for yonr scholarship to Commonwealth College? 
Yes, 


segre 


How was it brought up? 
Well, the President just brought it up before the body. 


Did you select Commonwealth College, or did the members of the Local? 
I did. There are two labor colleges or what you call Labor Colleges. The one; Contana, at Brookwood, 
New York, The rates far courses is $2 

comes here on his own hook and it is $50, I think, if an organization sends him here. 


That is for the three months’ period? 
Yes. Is there anything else you want to know? 


v 


Just a minute. Then, after you get out, after your three months' course is completed, it is anticipate 
that you will represent- the National Iron Workers of America in completing organizations? ` 


00 for a nine months. $40 or $50 here, It varies if an individual 


d 


Well, I won't be an active worker, but I will work within my Local. : I will take active part in the Local 


and in its districts and organizations and divide up my time: into three districts and I will RESEO 
the anthracite coal fields. 


WITNESS EXCUSED. 


Charlotte Moskowitz, First having been duly sworn, deposes and testifies as follows: 


Mr, Shaver: What is your name? 


Ae 


A. 


Do you receive any compensation for your services? 
No. We receive maintenance. No cash. 


Charlotte Moskowitz. 


Are you married? 
Yes. 


Is your husband here? 
He is in Ft. Smith, 


What does he do? . 
He is one of the teachers at dommonuou iti College on leave, His name is Raymond Koch. 


Where were you born? 
Syracuse, New York, 


What nativity? ` 
Ruggiah background. 


Why do you go by the name of ghavrosieitoskenteat 
Because I want to keep my own name. That may be unusual here, but it is not in the North.- 


How long have you been married? 
Four years. Martied in Mena. 


-Were your parents native born or foreign born? 


I don't think that that is revelant. - I am twenty-one and am an American citizen. The Russian back- 
ground goes way back. z : 


k 


How long have you been a teacher at Commonwealth College? 
A teacher? I can't remember exactly about it. You see, I haven't taught every quarter and I was a 


maintenance worker for a while and I teach typing some quarters. 


Have you been at Commonwealth eight years? 
I came eight years ago. I have been away a year once, and six months. 


a 


Have you been in this country all the time? 
Well, I went through Canada one day. That's the only other country I have been in. 


Are you Executive Secretary of Commonwealth? 


Executive Secretary and Treasurer. 


What are your duties? 
As treasurer I have charge of the bookkeeping and someone else does most of the posting, couldn't do it 


all myself, Also Housing Manager--Well, you know a Tremsnesr does. Signs checks, is AEAEE Agent, 
authorizes expenditures. 
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a Treasurer, does all the eourd butions to the PODOBE D come through your hands? 
CEP 


Could you tell me if the students that attend are, or a number of them are sent there a various labor 
unions over the United States? © 

Some of them are, ` : . 

What organizations? Could you tell me ‘offhand? i 

International Ladies Garment Workers’ Union has allocated two scholarships, They will send their own 


people of course, 


Where are they? : 3 
Headquarters in New York. Of course, the Socialist Party have one student here now. What is paid 
doesn't come to us directly from them. About two more that are part time. Also former students that 
might once in a while be able to finance a scholarship; the F, E. R. A. finances four on the basis of 
a certain percentage of the enrollment on a ceréain date. You know the arrangement that they give. 


Does the Communist party have anybody financed here? 


If you know what the Communists are, - a ; 


What church are a ‘member of? . 
Not a member of any church. 


Do you believe in a Supreme Being? - x 
What do you mean by a Supreme Being? i l . 


God. ‘ + i + 


‘What do you mean by God? 


As referred to in the Bible. ` 7 
I am sure I haven't read the Bible. My religion is my own Gode of ideals. 


Do you believe in God as taught in the Bible? ~~ f 
I told you that I didn't read the Bible, ‘ 


You know what the common definition of God is? 
No. My religion would be much more social, l `; 


Do you know what is commonly called "Free Loyen? 
You ought to live out there for a while and find out whether we have "Free Love" or not. 
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Do you have Free Love out there? 
Of course not. Why do you think we would be married if we believed in "Free Love". g 


Are all of your people married that are out there? . 
or course they are. Those that are living together. : , 


Are you a member of any political party in this County? 
No, I am not. 


Do you vote? i ee 
I haven't been able to pay a poll tax. I don't believe in poll tax, We don't get any cash salary out 


there and we can't pay any poll tax. Every stite#h I have on was given me. 


Would you vote if you had the privilege without buying a poll tax? 
After I had studied some politics, : | , 


Then you haven't studied polities out at your school? 
Not very thoroughly. You don't know what I have to do out there, I am Executive Secretary, Treasurer, 


Housing Manager, teach typing and sometimes a General Course in Office Methods, 


Do you respect the American form of Government? 
Sure. 


Do you believe in the Constitution of the United States? , 
YeSe , 


Do you respect that flag up there? 
I do not respect any symbol. 


What do you think that ea is for? 
I don't know, 


Do you respect any other coyntry's flag any more than you respect that one? 
I told you I didn’t believe in any symbol so how could I respect anyother country's flag. 


+ 


Mr. Rye: I believe you stated that your husband is in Ft. Smith? 
Yes. & 


Your husband is a brotherg is he not, to Lucien Koch, the Director of Commonwealth College? 
Yes. 


How long has your husband been in Fort Smith? 
Well, constantly. i 
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This trip? 5 
This trip was --I can't remember what day he left. He was home for a day or two last week, 
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He didn't tell you when'he came home what he was F aOnRE up there? . 


He has been in Ft. Smith and just came home for a day or two? ‘ 
Yes. , * 4 


What is he doing in Ft. Smith? : 
I dontt know except what I read in the newspapers. ‘ E , 


No. 


Is he employed up there? 
Not that I know of, He is on leave from Commonwealth College, 


For what purpose was he Seve a leave of absence. | : 
You don't have to give a purpose when you get, leave. 


You are the Secretary, I believe you said; his leage of absence was filed in your office, I presume? 
No, his leave would be from the Commonwealth College Executive Office, Clarice Cunningham is the 


Secretary. 


Did you see his leave of absence? ; R 
Yes, All you have to say is "I request a three months, six months, longest leave of absence from 


Commonwealth College and may it be granted. ; , 


a 


He didn't state for what purpose he had requested the leave of absence? 
One of us never state the reason, but request for leave of absence. 


* 
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Then you say that you do not know what his business is in Ft. Smith? 
I said I didn’t know. From what I read in the newspapers naturally I am not stupid, I read the news- 
papers and I know he is doing something up there. l 


Will you please state to the Committee what you read in the newspapers concerning his activities in Ft, 


Smith? 
That he had had some connection with the strike of relief workers and that he had been jailed and re- 


leased-~That is about the essence of it. 


What is his official capacity with Commonwealth College? 
A teacher. 


He is a brother of the Director? 
Yes. 


What does he teach? : S 


His main course is Social Psychology, which he worked out for a long time. Last quabter he taught 
American Labor Problems in Lucien's place. Lucien was out on a publicity trip almost the entire quarter. 


Shaver: What kind of publicity trip? 


Mr. 

A. He goes out once a year and arranges ahead of time. He lectures on the school; tries to raise money ahd 
to contact students. All our money does not come in direct donations. 

WITNESS EXCUSED. = 


Carl Parker, First having been duly sworn, deposes and testifies as follows: 


Mre 


Shaver: State your name. 
Carl Parker. 


Where is your home? 
I was born in New York City, but ‘I was two years old when the family moved to Cleveland. 


How old are you? i= ; 
Twenty-mine about April 21st, 


What do you call your home State? aa 
Ohioe bs 


Are your parents American? 
Yes. 


What education had you before you came to Commonwealth College? 
I didn't finish High School. 


LA 


What was your profession? 
I have been a teacher, I have worked in other professions also before I ame to Commonwealth. I have 


in auto shops, have sailed on the Great Lakes and work of that sort. Whatever i could get at a. be~ 


. tween. 


What is your profession now? 
Teacher at Commonwealth College. Before I came to Commonwealth College I was a teacher at a Farm School 


on wheels. 
You are at the Commonwealth College at Mena? , , 


Yese æ 


How did you happen to come to Commonwealth? 
Well, this Farm School on Wkeels is a traveling school, We went "to most every State. Went as far as 
California for a school for four or five weeks. Various students would attend this school where we would 
study farm problems and history of farm organizations and the Commonwealth College wrote “to the Farmer's 
League at Chicago, National ae aa SRR: who had contact with our school on wheels. 
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‘union has great advantages: yet and as soon as we take the United States into something like thatit will @- 


` Do you believe in the practice? 


Do you believe in the principles in the doctrine of Communism? . 
I don't understand, i A ‘ 


Do you believe in Communism? 
In this farm course? 


No, you misunderstand. I mean, as a political movement, are-:you in sympathy with the Communistic Party? 
I'm afraid I can't give a "Yes" or "No" answer, but can give an answer in a paragraph. ‘In the first place 


' that I don't believe or I would be opposed to any farmer organization that was dominated by any political 


party whether it be the Communist, Socialist, Democrat or Republican parties. Any of them would make the 
farm movement sectional--It would only take in that one class, © . 


Are ggu familiar with the Fascism Movement ih this and foreign countries? ; F 
To a certain extent I am familiar with it. ' : 5, 


åre you in sympathy with the Movement? x 

No, certainly note Not so far ag I know the movement. , : 7 

Do you believe in the ownership of private property, including Real Estate? 

Yes, I believe that farmers now-a-days would take more interest in farms if they owned them: themselves, 
Do you believe that the American system of Government is superior to that of Russia? | 
Well, I would like to comoare it to other countries, 
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Even to the Fascism System? t m ; 
In some respects. Taking into consideration of the newness of the system in Soviet Russia that the 


be better. The Eastern countries and the dole of Great Britian is.a far more progressivd., step than the 
present situation in the Eastern countries. As far as I can gather Soviet Russia is the only country 
where they have even approached no unemployment. That's no problem and the view on this I can sum up 


: in the same way. The school itself is not affiliated or does not belong to any organization, and the 


College wrote to them asking if they had someone that they could recommend as an instructor for a farm 
course at Commonwealth. Then I was approached and accepted. : 
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What conpensation do you recétve? TE l 

We don't receive conpensation at Commonwealth, All we get is our meals, lodging, the same as the student. 

But the thing that attracted me was that I am interested in Agrarian Economics and if it would have been 
possible for me to finish High School and go to an Agricultural College I would have liked to have, but 

as that was impossible this semmed to be the next best to get some experience. . 2 


Now, getting down a little more specific, what farm movement do you teacu and advocate, if any? 
Well, in the first place, I just arrived at Commonwealth therefore I haven't started to teach at Common- 
wealth and I am not slated to begin until the quarter begins April lst, so I will have to, get my course 


in order and etc, 


What political party are you affiliated with? 
I am not affiliated. i "a 


Do you vote? : ' 
I haven't voted now for years because I haven't been able to establish residence--Like this farm school 


and sailing on the Great Lakes. That I have been on the move. 


What church are you a member of, if any? 
I am not a member of any church, s 


Do you believe in a Supreme Being? 


No Sir. 


Do you expect to incorporate that belief in your students? 

No Sir. That has nothing to do with it. I outline what the c:urse is and we form our own ideas. That 
course of religion and other questions of that Gort have nothing to do with it. It takes up farm prob- 
lems. Problems that have faced farmers from the days of Shay's Rebellion up to the present time, includ- 
ing the present problems raised by the A. A. Aw, whichare important and then a history of farm organiza- 
tions such as the Populist Movement, Greenback Movement and Granger Movement¢ : : 


Mr, Parker, are you familiar with the principles of the doctrine l , 
(Continuea} Suppose one automobile company, for instance the Chyrsler Corporation, comes out with one of 


“these air-flow models--The other companies have to follow suit because that is what everybody demands and 


and if they don't do that they fall back and many of a progressive nature will insist on advance ideas, 
including Soviet Russia, England, France, etc, and I believe sooner or later that this will become local- 


ized. 
In other words, your answer to the original question is that you believe sooner or later we, in this 


country, are coming to a system of Government most nearly conforming to that of Soviet Russia? 
Not necessarily. I just wanted to record some of the outstanding features that are apparent in Russia. 


How are you informed and how do you know that unemployment has been abolished in Soviet Russia? 
It has been in every newspaper in the country, 2 l l ; 
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If the public is not aware of the fact that unemployment has been abolished in Soviet Russia from news- 
paper accounts would you attach any significance to the fact that you know that to be true? ; 
Yes, I believe so. I.try to remember all things--This would be one thing. that would stand out--One thing 


that I would remember. 


Are you familiar with the term "free Love"? à 
Yes, I believe so. i 


No, not at all. 
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WITNESS EXCUSED. 


Do- you know whether or not such has been E on the grounds of al had tA College? 


Certainly not practiced, 
Could it have been practiced without your having known it? 


. Certainly note 


* 


How long have you been there? 


» 
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Three weeks, I would know if anything would have occured. Certainly news of that Sort would be spread- 


ing all over. 


cd 


Are you a married man? 
No. : 


t 


Do you believe in the institution of mer eeeee as commonly accepted in this country? 
Yes, but I haven't gotten around to it. 
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John Shepherd, Having been first duly sworn, deposes and testifies as follows: 


Mr. 
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Shaver: State your name, 
Hohn Shepherd. : 


Where do you live? 
Mena, Arkansas. . & 


How old are you? 
Forty-two. 


Were you born and reared in Polk County? 
Yes sir. 


What is your business? 
Unemployed, 


What was your occupation? 
Parming. I am interested in farming at the present time. 
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n you lived in Mena all your life in town? 
Oe 


What direction from Mena? 
West and East. 


How long did you live West of town? ° 
I was born in the Western part of the County and lived there until I moved away and then 
1923 to 1927. 


Did you live West of town at the time the Commonwealth Galea ances there? 
No. I wasn't there at the time that they came. 


` You came immediately after, or pretty soon after? 


Yese 


How close did you live to the College? 
Three-quarters of a mile, 


How long did you live three-quarters of a mile? 
Three years. 


* 


cd 


* 


* 


s 


nove back in 


$ 


+ 


s 


During that time you had many opportunities to observe the occupants of that instituticn? 


Yes. 


And you did observe them, I presume. 
Yese ` t 


¥ 


< 


la 


Did you not? 


I wish you would state just in your own way to the Committee what you learned from your observances of 


their habits, their usual customs and their general modes of life? 
Quite different to us natives. 


In what way? 
In many respects. 


I wish you would,just go into details in your On. Waye 


One thing that I can recall is their custom of dress, especially the ladies of the College, they didn't 


dress ag our natives did. 
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. Give a description. 


They would appear -in publics on the public highways with shorts on and unproperly clad, we thought, us 
people that had lived there and were unused to the custom. You will just have to ask’ other questions. 
I know one thing that the occupants didn't Par ULo pee in the community other than that promoted by the 


Commonwealth College. 
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Then, you state, Mr. Shepherd, that none of the members of the faculty or Students in that institution 


participated in’ any of the community activities? 
More especially the students did not. The management has been changed sbnce it started. 


The man who was 


director first of the college was a close friend to my family, but none of them participated when things 


were of religious subjects. 
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“Qe Then, they did not at any time have anything to do with the communi ty church? ~ 


A. No sir, other than criticism, 

Qe What was their objection to its communi ty activities and charch? - 
» Well, I never just talked them out in detail on that. I would have to draw a conelusion ‘that it was 
too old or backwards--the word I want to use is old-fashioned. Just to tell the truth, most of them 


are Evolutionists, 


a 


v 


Q» Believe in Evolution? ; ' 
Aa Yes, r i t- 


Qe Do you mean, Mr. Shepherd, when we say Evolution that they believe that man sprang from a lower rose 
of animal lite? 
As Yes, those that I have talked to, 


$ 


Qe You have heard the occupants of that institution express that? .. ' 


å. Not all of them, but some of them. But I don't know whether they are- present occupants or note ‘I 


doubt very much’ they change so often. - 


Q What is, if you know, the reputation of that institution with TP EPTRNOS to their belief ina Supreme 
Being?. 

A. Their reputation is that they do not. : 

Q@ Is it also the reputation that they teach that? 

A. Yes, sir. 


° ‘ 


Q, State to the Committee, if you know, the character of moral code they have out there? 
A. What character of moral code? 


Q.e Do you think that they have a high standard of morals? 
A. No sir, I do note 


è tn, 


Q. State your reasons for that belief? 
A. My observance has taught me that their standard of morality doesn't measure up to my standard of moral- 
ity-as well as that of the entire community, ` ‘ 


Qe State. your feekings in the community towards the College as a whole. 
A. Well,’ I:have heard some of the most influential and best citizans in the County say that -they would like 
to see ae turned off over that bluff. 


Qe Do you think that that is the sentiment prevailing in the entire commutity inthis County? = 
A. About seventy-five percent of the County, 


my 


Qe Mr. Miller: Isn’t it about ninety percent? $ ` 
A. I am speaking conservatively. 


. 


Q. Is there any other statement that you would like to make to this committee regarding the ‘entire 


investigation, 
Ae I do not call to memory any right now. 


Qe Mr. Miller: State whether or not that it is your opinion that it would be a great advantage to Polk 
County and State of Arkansas, if the College was moved out? 
A. I believe it would. From what T have heard some of the best citizens express their Opani ens also. 


Qe Mr. Rye: State whether you know if it is firmly thought in this community that the teachings of Com- 
monwealth are non-American? 


A. It is, é ` ; 
Q. State if it is firmly thought that their teachings trend towards Communism? ‘ 
Ae Yes, $ 


Qe Is it firmly thought that "Free Love" is taught and practiced on the campus of onagames tts College? 
A. I can't say about it, but it is thought that it is practiced. : 


Q. State, if you know, what reason the people in this ‘community have for believing that "Free Love" is 


practiced on the campus? ‘ ‘ 
Ae. I suppose from observance and what they have heard other folks say. 


* 


WITNESS EXCUSED. > 
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STATE OF ARKANSAS) 5 , i | 


COUNTY OF POIK =.) Se 9 . l p 


I, Marcus Miller, Chairman of oad. Joint Committee, certify:that Mary E. Smith, a Stenographer Living 
in Mena, Polk County, Arkansas, was duly and legally sworn by me, as Chairman of said Committee, to correct- 
ly transeribe the oral statements of the witnesses brought before said Gommittee to ee 


Feb. 4,195 


Qe What business did you engage in after you came to Little Rock? 


A mY, 
are GSS 


STATE OF ARKANSAS \ 58 . l l 
COUNTY OF POIK ) l ' > 

I, Mary E. Smith, do hereby certify that the following witnesses, Henry Black, Atley Dulaney, 
Bob Reed, Frank Weiss, Charlotte Moskowitz, Carl Parker and John Shepherd testified before said Committee 
and that I took said testimony in shorthand and later transcribed same and that the above and foregoing is 
a true and correct and also complete transcription of each testimony, 


4 e 


i MARY E, SMITH : 


Feb. 20th, 1935. 
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STATE OF ARKANSAS) ‘ 
ss 
COUNTY OF PULASKI) 


* 


THE TESTIMONY OF H. M. THACKERY, W. C. MULLINS AND FLOYD SHARP, TAKEN IN THE MARION HOTEL IN 
PULASKI COUNTY, LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18th, 1935, BEFORE A JOINT COMMITTEE ACTING 
UNDER HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 12,BY MILLER OF POLK COUNTY. THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF SAID COMMITTEE 
BEING PRESENT: REPRESENTATIVES MARCUS MILLER, JOHN G. RYE, MINOR MILWEE AND SENATORS CLYDE ELLIS AND J. L, 


SHAVER. 
H. M, THACKERY, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: ° 


BY REPRESENTATIVE JOHN G. RYE. 


Q State your name, 
Ae H. M. Thackery. 3 f 


Q» How old are you Mr. Thackery? 


Ae 59. ' 


Qe How long have you been in Arkansas? 


--—-— Åe Since October, 1916. 


Qe Where were you before that? 
Ae Colorado Springs, Colorado. 


Q What places have you lived in Arkansas? 
Ae Russellville and Little Rock. 


Q. What business did you engage in Colorado Springs? 
Ae As carpenter. 


Qe What business did you engage in after coming to Little Rock, and Russellville? 
A. As carpenter. 


Ae Secretary to Arkansas State Federation of Labor. 


Q. Mr. Thackery, state what connection that you have had as Secretary of the State Federation of Labor with 
the different labor organizations in different localities in the State of Arkansas? 

å, Well, as secretary of Labor, it has been my duty to keep in contact with all organizations affiliated 
with the Federation. That means those organizations that are directly or indirectly affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, We have an agreement with the Four Transportation Brotherhood., In my 
wor look after organizations, act ag arbitrator in settling labor disputes, securing contracts, and 
am of the labor representatives handling all legislative matters for Union ldbor in the State. 


Qe Now, Mr. Thackery, you referred just a minute ago to those labor organizations in the State which are 
affiliated with the American Federation of Labor, state to this committde what labor organizations in 
Arkansas are affiliated with the American Federation of Labor. 

A. United Mine Workers of America, Typographical Union Printing Pressmen, Fire Fighters, building and com- 
mon laborers of the building trades, carpenters, painters, brick layers, plasterers, plumbers, oil field 
workers, paper mill workers. I think that covers the most of them, there may be two or three of them 
I have not covered. : 


Qe Mre Thackery, is the Southern Tenant Farmers Union a member of the American Federation ‘of Labor? 


Ae It is not. : 

Qe Are the Relief Workers organizations of this State or any other State a member of the American Federation 
of labor? ! Ni : i 

A. They are not. ‘ i o 


Q. Mr, Thackery, have you ever been connected with the Commonwealth College at Mena, Arkansas? 
Ae Indirectly. 


Ae 


Qe 
Ae 


Ae 


Ae 


Qe 
he 


4 


State to the committee your indirect connection with said college. 

When the College was founded five or six teachers or seven teachers applied for a charter to the 
American Federation of Teachers, and it was granted without any investigation. The American Federation 
of Teachers is an International Union affiliated with the American Federation of Labor organization in 
Arkansas, After the unrest started through these organizations began iw the Eastern and Western part 
of the State, I heard some rumors from our Vice President, Vick Woods, at Fort Smith, that some of the 
Teachers of. Commonwealth College were taking active part in the Working Men's Union that is organized 
in Sebastian County. 


State és the committee about what time it was when you heard this rumor. 
It was in June or July of 1934, | 


Alright proceed, : ‘ 


-I commenced to trace their activities at that time because that is part of my duties. In the latter 


part of September, 1954, I attended a meeting at Paris, Arkansas, which was called at a church by a 
labor organization. A three+day meeting was held up there and I attended one day. I found part of 
the faculty and a major portion of the students attending this conference, and was very much dissatis- 
fied with the attitude expressed by them, 


When you say dissatisfied, what do you mean by dissatisfied, Mr. Thackery? 

At this meeting, it was called in behalf of the miners in that territory, they invited all of the 
guests to come there and live in the homes of the miners and see the conditions under which they were 
supposed to work, It was from this that I knew there was some bitter dissatisfaction among ‘the United 
Monarchies of Automony, A president and secretary were appointed, and some of the men wanted to elect 
their own district officers; since that time that has been satisfactorily settled, At this meeting 
there were several resolutions adopted, condemning the attitude of the American Federation of Labor, 
President Green of the Executive Counsel and also the officers of the State Federation of Labor. 

Upon what grounds were they demanding them? l 
Their attitude was that we were not giving them the protection they were entitled to by not taking up 
for John Lewis and giving then the things they were asking for. The State Federation of Labor does 
not deviate in any way from the constitution of laws of the International Unions. 


Now, did you say there were certain teachers and: students of Commonwealth College ee on that oc- 
casion? What was the attitude expressed by them? ` 
I did not hear any of the opinions from the students, i re i 


What opinions did you hear from members of the faculty? , 
There was one of the faculty that made a public address at a school house at a hight meeting, but there 
could not be anything taken from his address that could be used as Red propaganda. But we have in our 
work generally, a man selected in each community that may listen in and keep us informad of what goes 

on in the community that might not be agreeable to the principles of the American Federation of Labor, 


- and. what—information I-have gathered has been from a private source, not public. 


Now, Mr Thackery, you state in as brief manner as you can-just what information you have been able to 
gather from those private sources referred to by you, which deals directly with the College. 

The information-I have received is that this organization known as the Workingmen's Union, which is 

not connected in any way with the American Federation of Labor or recognized by any organization of 

the State. It is being assisted by some of the student body and as students they have gone to the 
school and gone out in the field. These ganizations they are assisting to form in the State are 
directly antagonistic to the American Federation of Labor and organized .for the purpose of fighting past 
legitimate labor OTGANLAR LOTR of the State. . 
Now, lets be specific, wnat speciriec actions and happenings do you refer to when you make that statement? 
Well, I cannot tell you, Mr. Rye, only just in a general way. After gobng into the community after 
they have organized, talking to some of the men after they have organized and assisting in breaking them 
up, they have come to me and told me ‘what they are doing and what had been promised them. In most in- 
stances they have been told by the leaders that if they would join the Workingmen's Union, that they 
would Heiabkecto strike and force the Government and relief organization to give them more relief. They 
have also told them that if their wages were reduced they would get the back pay they were entitled to. 


Now is that the Workingmen's Union, that had approached relief workers in an attempt to “incite a strike 


and was successful in Sebastian County, 
Yes, they were successful in Sebastian County. If I had had my headquarters there I would have been 


able to head them off, 


Mr. Thackery, can you tell this committee who is responsible for the organization of the Workingmen's 
Union? 


I cannot, the first I heard of it, it was organized in Fort Smith. A 


Through those private conferences that you referred to a minute ago, what direct information, if any, 


did you get that -would connect the Workingmen's Union with the organization of the Workingmen's Union 
at Paris, Arkansas? 

Well, the one at Paris, Arkansas and the one orfeinally started at Russellville, the one here and the 
one up at. Blytheville all originated in Fort Smith. They fell out with. themselves and .divided into 
three branches. They are three different organizations who have always operated around over the State. 


Did you as Secretary of the American Federation of Labor have a representative at the organization meet- 


ing in Fort Smith? 
Yes, There Were somè representatives of local organizations attended the meeting, at Fort Smith, but 
we did not have an official representative. 


+ . 


\ 
| 


Q- 


Qe 
Ae 


- Oe 
Ae 


Can you state any other fact or circumstances that would connect. any member, of the faculty of Common-~ 
wealth College or any student thereof with any movement of a radical nature? 

None other, only the fact that whenever one of these meetings is held, especially in the Eastern part 
of the State, that you always Pind some member or exstudent at Commonwealth College at the meeting 
making the principle address. P , 


Mr. Thackery, state if you know along what line that principle address is conducted by that member of 
the faculty of Commonwealth College? ` 

Their addresses that, I have heard any report upon have been.to excite the people against oppression 
that has been commited against them, to excite them to take steps in their own hands to. remedy these 
things. While their statements are not communistic, they are extremely radical. 


Now, those organizations to which you refer were not officially or had no connection whatsoever with 
the American Federation of Labor? 5 i 
No Sir. X ' 


a 


a American Federation of Labor has never at any time supported Commonwealth College? - 
Oe i l 


t 


WITNESS EXCUSED 


W. C. MULLINS, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: . 


WITNESS EXCUSED. 
FLOYD SHARP, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: 


BY MR. RYE. : 

Qe State your name. : 
Ae Floyd Sharp. . : ee: ` i f 
Q Where do you live? j: a ` j A "3 
Ae Little Rock, 

Q. How long have you lived in Little Rock? 

Ae 12 years. : 7 

Qe- Where did you come from to Little Rock? 

Ae Hot Springs. ` 


e 


BY MR. RYE. í s T 5 ’ , i # 
Qe State your name to the Committee. 
Ae W. C. Mullins. ; l : 
Q. “How old are you? l i > - 3 
Ae 436 i a Ë 
Q» Where do you live? ~ 
Ae 2120 Lloyd, Little Rock, Arkansas, 
Qe What is your profession? 
Ae Locomotive fireman and engineer. 
Qe How long has that been your profession? 
A. About 21 years. 
Qe What did you do previously to that? © > * . 
‘Ae Sawmill work and farm work. a Sg 
Qe What is your official connection with the Brotherhood of Locomotive Fireman and Engineers in this 
State? 
Ae Chairman of the State Legislative board and also one of the committee on greivances of the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad.representing Lodge 304 of the B. of L. F, & E, ` 
Qe Mr. Mullins does the labor organization with which you are connected support or have anything to do 
with eithe: what is known as Commonwealth College near Mena, Arkansas or any of the.so-called labor 
organizations with which the colle.ve is connected. ye 8 
Ae None that I know of, ' 
Qe Would you know of it if such were the case? , ‘ 
Ae Yese > ; . ‘ t 
Qs What other recognized, labor organizations are located and represented in the State of Arkansas except ' 
those affiliated with the American Federation of Labor? 
Ae The Four Transportation Brotherhood, namely the engineers, firemen, ~ and conductors, that | 
I know of. : 
Qe Mr. Mullins, you state that your labor organization as a whole do not have any connection directly or | 
indirectly with Commonwealth College, do you know of any individual in your organization who is connected 
directly or indirectly with that college? ‘ : 
Ae No, I do not. i 3 
Qe What action, if any, do you believe your organization would take if they -had sufficient proof that a 
member of the‘ organization was supporting that institution? 
A. Well, we would put fire under that brother right away. } 


t * 
x 


a 5 


Where were you born? 
Knoxville, Tennessee, 


How 01d were you when you came to Hot Springs? f 
ll years old, , 


And you have spent the latter part of your life in Arkansas? 
That is right. : . . i 


What has been your business since you acquired the age of maturity? 
I was formerly a printer, aféerwards I practiced law in Little Rock, later connected with the Bureau 
of Labor, and the last two and half years I have been connected with the Emergency Relief Administration. 


4 * 


What has been your connection, Mr..Sharp, if any, with the labor organizations of Arkansas and the 


Federal Government. 
Member of the Typographical Union No. 92 in Little Rock. An active member now. ; 


What has been your connection, if any, with labor since you have been connected with the relief work 


in Arkansas? : 
I have had no connection other than continuing my membership with the typographical Union. 

What has been your duties with the F. E. Re Ae? ; 

Executive Secretary of the F., E. R., Aw š 


Then as Executive Secretary of the E., R, A, you have had a great deal to do whth labor in Arkansas? 
With all classes of labor. A ; 
Through that connection that you have had with all classes of labor,..what has been your experience with 
reference to radicalism among the laboring classes? ee ` 

Of course, that has been varied. My first experience was when the depression started. There were no 
labor organizations with anything like a great membership outside the recognized Unions that were mem- 
bers of the State Federation of Labor and the Railway Brotherhoods. Of course, as this’ depression got 
under way various self-appointed leaders would appear on the scene and organize what you might call 
hungry people on the promises of more relief or a job. The first one of any consequence happened more 
than two years ago at McRae, Arkansas, when some outside people, two, I believe, appeared and started 
to organize the strawberyy pickers. Mr. Bèn Rolfe of the Relief Administration, and Mr. L. A. Fitz- 
gerald of the same organization, went up theré and tmrned the strawberry pickers against the workers by 


producing a copy of a bill of sale they purchased in DeWitt through similar activities.” The same workers 


then appeared in Stone County and the same investigators from the relief administration upon investiga- 
tion conducted at Mountain View makes the following report now in our records concerning bogh the White 
County and Stone County investigation. "Went up to McRae and met with two members of McRae township 
committee, Mr. H. W. Lawrence and Mr. H. F. Hammock, and these geutlemen told me that there were three 
of the I. W. W. men in their community who were responsible for this situation. One, Mr. Sam Ferguson, 
at whose house every stranger goes to on their arrival to or around McRae, and one, Mr." Frederickson, 
who is staying at his house at this time. Said Mr. Ferguson has come to that community from Mena, who 
has not worked only to try to get the laboring class of people all stirred up in that community and is 
one of the leaders together with Mr. Sam Ferguson and one, Mr. Clyde Crider, who came to that community 
from Stuttgart." : — : ` 


"STONE COUNTY: Arrived at Mr. Ida on tho afternoon of April 6th, (1933) and found the entire county com- 


mittee out of town, having gone to Little Rock, I went to the Sheriff's office, ahd ascertained about 
where I would find Mr. G. W. Davis and Mr. Ce A. Griffin and found that they lived back in the mountains 
about ten miles from Mountain View. I went out and located Mr. Davis and asked him if he could go with 
me over to see Mr. Griffin and he said that he would and he did, and when I arrived at Mr. Griffin's, I 
found three men, Mr. Otto Frederickson, who hails from Mena and of whom the office last heard frog in 
and around the city of McRae, White County. Mr. Hugh Gore of Mena, Polk County, and one Mr. Ray Miller, 
late of South Dakota", ‘ ‘ 


With the Committee's permission I would like to submit Mr. Rolf's entire report along with the demands 
made at that time. es 


Report submitteyas "Exhibit "A". 


It is the interpretation of our investigators and in Mr. Rolf's personal remarks to ms that these gentle- 


men were from Commonwealth College. The complete report of Stone County investigation together with a 
list of demands are submitted merely to show the type of organization and the kind of promises made in 
enlisting members, ` i " 


Trouble resulted in Stone County in 1933 after the Committee of Action was. organized, ahd was never 
satisfactorily adjusted until one year later when the entire relief program was withdrawn from the 
County for ten days. The Relief Administration has, during the past twelve months, received many de- 
mands from many parts of the State from organizations who have come into existence since the beginning 


of the relief program. 


Mr. Sharp, have you, as executive secretary of the E. R. A. experienced some trouble with labor in Fort 
Smith, in Sebastian County, Arkansas, within the past few weeks. ` 

Yes, 

State what those troubles were. oe ` 

About 14 months ago an organization came into op ronse in Fort Smith known`as the Workingmen's Union 
of the World. ` I was a delegate with the State Federation of Labor, which met in that city shortly 
after its organization and was present when the Workingmen's Union of the World applied for membership 
and was rejected. The so~called Union was composed of any person, regardless of craft, regardless of 
affiliatiodn and party, and practically all of them on the relief. The organization grow to a member- 
ship, estimated at more than 500 during the past year, due to continued promises of various leaders . 
and of higher wages and more ralief from the Government, i > Š 


+ 


| 
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On November 19th, 1954, the Washington Office issued instructions that all existing wage scales be 
abolished and that the prevailing wage in the community be détermined and used in the future. ‘The 

relief administration appointed a committee for this purpose, selecting representatives of the relief 
organization, State Federation of Lab@r and all recognized business organizations. Various wage scales 
‘were established, the principle one being 20¢ an hour for read work ip ald ruralktomminjties, wiiich was 
found to be the prevailing rate, based on the wage paid by the State $Poyetiigte nate ,—bated—on—the a 


ao zonm- eP: aad sowe 
and called a strike in Sebastian County. The reduction in the wage rate did Mot lessen their monthly 
earnings, but increased the number of hours necessary to work. Immediately, there appeared in Sebastian 
County outside leaders, the principle one being a boy named Bryant from Greenwood and formerly a student 
at Commonwealth College. He was subsequently joined by Mr. Raymond Koch, an instructor of Commonwealth 
College, and one, Mr. Claude Williams from Paris, Arkansas. -These leaders advised all relief workers to 
refuse to work for less than 40g per hour and a minimpm of W¢ per hour. And that, if they would not work 
for less than this the Government would have to feed them anyhow. The more aggressive one of the members 
appeared to be Bryant and resulted in his being arrested and tried on a charge of anarchy. Raymond Koch 
was also arrested, but released later. On Wednesday, February léth, 1955, relief workers on the various 
projects were being surrounded by flying squardrons of so-called strikers under the leadership of Mr. Ray- 
mond Koch and others and pressed off of the work projects. The situation became so tense during the morn- 
ing that at 11:00 o'clock we issued instructions to close down all relief until local officials could get 
the situation under control. The trial of Buant occurred on Friday and Saturday, February 15th and 16th 
and Judge Gallaher, the presiding magistrate? took the case under advisement and released the case on 


Relief aétivities have been ordered re-instated in the Fort Smith area, effective Tuesday, February 19th, 
upon the promise of the American Legion, the sheriff and the Mayor and many petitioners in 4 meeting Sunday 
afternoon, that there would be no further violence, molesting relief workers by outside agitators, The 
above named leaders are still in Fort Smith. 


Qe Mr. Sharp, I hand you herewith what purposes to be the Comstitution and Regulations of the National Unem- 
ployment Council of the U. S. Ae, will you introduce this into your testimony marked exhibit "C", 
Ae Yes. i 2s ‘ 


Qe Please state to the committee where you procured this pamphlet and under what circumstances? 
A. The pamphlet was given me at Fort Smith, Arkansas, Sunday, February 17th, 1955 by Mr. Henry Armstrong, who 
stated it was handed to him by the prosecuting attorney and had been taken from agitators in Fort Smith 


during the trouble. 


1 


Q Mr. Sharp, I hand you herewith a pamphlet "In Flanders Field Where Popes Grow" (The truth about devoration 
gay). Dy Max Weiss, said pamphlet published in New York City. Do you introduce this into your testimony as 
exhibit "D", . i 

Ae Yes. 


Qe Mr. Sharp, will you plfase identify the pamphlet and tell this committee from whom you procured the same 
and under what circumstances? i 

A. This pamphlet was given to me Sunday afternoon, February 17th, 1935, by Mr. Jim Thompson, supervisor of 
the E. R. A., whp stated that it was given to him by a relief client ` anā he had 
stated that one of the agitators, had handed it to hin. p 


Qe Mr. Sharp, I hand you herewith a certain pamphlet "Our children Cry for Bread" by Sadie Van Veen, published 
in New York City, will you introduce this pamphlet as Exhibit "E" to your testimony? 

Ae Yes. This pamphlet was given to me by Mr. Henry Armstrong at the sume time and olace as Exhibit "C" and 
under the same circum8tances. . 


Q. I hand you herewith a pamphlet "Why the Workers’ Unemployment Insurance Bill" =- “How it can be Wom" by I. Jn 
cone e igre ger as published in New York City. Will you introduce same into to your testimony marked 


A. Yes, 
Qe Identify same and tell the committee under what circumstances and by whom this pamphlet came into your 
possession? 


A. This pamphlet was handed to me in Fort Smith, Sunday, February 17th, by Mr. Henry Armstrong at the same 
time and under the same circumstances as exhibits "C"® and "BE", 


EXHIBIT "at 


Mountain View 
. April 3,1933. 


State Emergency Relief Commission 
State Capitol 
Little Rock, Ark. 


Ps 
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AStention ----e«=8 


W. A. Rooksberry, Chairman 
Floyd Sharp, Ex. Sevretary 
wmeme-and to all concerned: 


‘Notice of complaints, criticism, suggestions and a program of demands pertaining to the administration and 
distribution of relief in Stone County, Arkansas. 


l, We protest the practife of placing the responsibility of administration of relief in the power and dis- 
cretation of a favored class of business men who utilize this as an economic lever for business gain at 
the expense and further misery of the imp@rverished farmers and workers. . Rn \ 


(A) That members on this committee have discriminated is notoriously known x As merchants, bankers 
editors, druggists, eto., it may be economically expedient for them to scan their lists of debtors, 
and only approve names as such will benefit them in turn x i 


\ 


(b) When a farmer made application for RFC relief it was rejected by: S. Mabry with this command: “haul in 
your timer" x Because he operated a stave mill, he tries to force them to spend séveral weeks cutting 


specialized timber which he may but at his own ridiciously low figures x It is generally 
known he opposed paying RFC relief road workers 25-20¢ an hour, because he felt it would ramen 
his getting all the "hahds" he wanted for 50g a day x y 


(c) In the Sunnyland district, and elsewhere, in return for cash relief were forced to labor 10 hours @ 
for $1 a day, in Feb. later (Mar) 202 was paid x . 


(à) Certain workers found themselves cut off on the second c&ll x Yet others in no more dire circum- 
sbances were on the list regularly x One farmer get this information from a "*steady” worker: "See 
the store on the corner ~ get wise" x He did, He bought an overall, paid down a dime, next morning 
ordered to work x So, "if you stand in with store on the corner”, === Why should we humble oure 
selves before local bosses? We demand the right togtrade wherever we darn please, and it concerns 
te) not Lacky or any one else where we spend our RFC checks x 
e 
i $3,000 for 1,100 heads of families is shamefully inadequate; giving each one to two days per Feb. 
& Mar. Xe if the local relief agents have not ascertained the distress of this county, and ap- 
plied for an emergency appropriation to cover one situation, we say they are not on the job x If 
they have, you're not x : 


(£) We expect you to give this your immediate attention, ane: take such action as we suggest in the 
following program of Pemanas x ‘ ~ 


* + 


C.e W. Davis, Chairman 
C. A. Griffin, Secretary 


» 


Ti l Committee of Action .- «+ + 


Stone Co., arene Protective Ass'n Mountain View, Arkansas. 
hea 4 whe np, t 
g pa ae f s see ae wat = 
EXHIBIT npn Eo g M4 : PROGRAM OF DEMANDS 


+ 


We, the Committee of Action, Stone Co. Farmers’ Protective Association, rapresentata poor farmers, renters, 
croppers, and farm workers in an -impoverished condition, facing hunger, foreclosures and evictions,. ‘present 
for your considerati.n these demands. fn a ‘ i 


Because of the economic distress, we ‘find ourselves unable to get credit, our crops having brought much less 
than cost of production, our cash returns diminished far below sustaining a decent standard of diving, there- | a 
fore, we demand the continued distribution of relief and to that end, an Emergency appropriation must be 
made. . 
eae i ,000 minimum per month RFC relief. 
1) Since the $35,000 allotment for each Feb. & Mar. is insufficient for more than 1,100 Torker; we de- 
mand that it be increased four times to assure regular weekly cash relief x ; 


(2) The local relief agents have made differences in payment, some getting $1 a day, few $2. and others 
$1.60 x We demand a uniform rate of 25¢ per hour x 


ll. Distribution @- 


(1) Because of prevailing dissatisfaction in the administration of relief, we demand that it be taken | 
out of cintrol of gavored politicians and business men. 


(2) We declare that hhis best can be handled by a committée of actual farmers and workers in each town- 
ship, elected by mass meetings, choosing their own county chairman. . 


111. Red Cross Aid. 
(1) Due to the unsympathetic attitude of officials in charge, “an insufficient supply has been ordered x ° 
We demand their removal and this responsibility placed in men of our own choosing. 


(2) We demand regular weekly distribution of flour to families in need and to these unable to get credit x | 


(3) Many families required clothing, very little, if any, has been given out, althb Stone Co. was report- 
ed having received its share. 


(4) John Webb, Co. Chairman, claims he has paid $60 of hits own money for transportation charges from 
nearest shipping point, Sylamore, Izard Co., altho we have paid 10¢ a sack supposedly to cover 
hauling charges x We protest x Mr, Webb says he doesn't want to be bothered again with ordering 
more flour x Hungry farmers without a dust of flour in their cupboards will be “bothered”, and de- 
mand an immediate shipment of flour to Mountain View. 


$ 


aAA k akak k k k kek kaka k kakake z 


J. D. DUBARD, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: 


BY MR. SHAVER. l . 


Qe State your name, . , 
Ae dJe De Dubard Sa = 


Qe What is your oueupavions é v 
Ae Sheriff of Poinsett County. 


Q.e How old are vo Mr. Dubard? 
Aw 44 | l l i 


Qo 
Ae 


Qe 
Qe 
Ae 


Qe 
fe 


Qe 
A. 


Qe 
Ae 


Qe 
Re 


Ase Yes, Treasurer of Poinsett County for six years. 


7 


Have you lived in Poinsett County for a number of years? 
20 years, £4 years, in fact. ' ; f 


bd 


Have you ħėéłdčany public office in Poinsett County other than this? : ‘ À 


When were you elected Sheriff? : : i 
1932. . f ; : 


And you have been sheriff ever since? 
Yes, r + * ae: : 


Have certain organizers of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union been active in that county: organizing 


the tenants of that county? 
They have. , : 


When was tkis first .called.to-your attention? ; . 
In the Spring of 19354, certain local people, namely, H. L. Mitchell, who at that time was Secretary 

of the Socialist party of the State and lived at Tyronza, Arkansas, Clay East of Tyronza, Arkansas, 

and a member of the Socialist Party of the State and J. 0. Green of Trumann, Arkansas, who was a 

former share cropper and contractor, organized what was later called the Southern Tenant Farmers Union, 
charging the fee of $3.00 a year to the members and then promising them to procure more money from 

the Federal Government and a larger percentage of the plowWup money paid to the land owners in 1933, , 
and promised to secure larger appropriations to the share croppers of the rental from the Government. 
After they had gotten quite a few members and some publicity, a party by the name of Ward H. Rodgers 
came in, claiming to be a teacher under the F., E. R. Ae educational program, representing that he was 
working for the Government, and organized schools in each community in the Eastern parts of the county 
among the share croppers, which included poor whites and negr6s in a joint meeting held ina negro 
church. But instead of teaching the literature of the F. E. Re. A., he took his time up lecturing to 
the people to the effect that they would never be protected as long as the Government was controlled — 
by the land lords. He had newspapers, one ofawhich was from Birmingham, Alabama, describing strikes in 
that section and giving accounts in - some cases of murdering of officers by Unim men. Later making 
speeches in Marked Tree at meetings called and advertised in advance, one of which on January 15th, he 
made the statement that he could lead a mob within five minutes to lynch every landowner in Poinsett 
County, that they would try to pursue peaceful means, but if they did not get what they wanted, he 
would lead a mob. At this meeting and on the platform with Rodgers, were H. L. Mitchell, Tyronza, Ark- 
ansas, Lucien Koch, and a negro by the name of Brick McKinney, who was also a negro preacher and a 
negro organizer, and introduced at this meeting as "Mr. McKinney". The principal speaker of the even- 
ing, Brick McKinney, lives at Marked Tree, Arkansas, Following immediately after the meeting had ad- 
journed, Rodgers was arrested, charged with anarchy, tried by a jury and Justice of Peace court, Little 
River township, Poinsett County, sentenced to six months in jail and $500.00 fine. This case was ap- 
pealed by his attorney in Circuit Court, but it has not been disposed of. Following.the arrest of 
Rodgers, I , as sheriff of Poinsett County, received a letter, copy of which I am leaving with you, de- 
manding mong other things, the immegiate and unconditional release of Ward Rodgess, signed his name 

as Bob Reed, Secretary Little Rock Branch International Labor Defense. . ‘ 


Will you file that letter as exhibit "A" to your deposition? ‘ 

Yes. Within a few days after Rodgers was arrested, Bob Reed and Atley Delaney, came to,Marked Tree, 
made speeches both in Marked Tree and other points in the County to the effect that the share croppers 
would never get relief under the landlord system of government, as they could see it they were being 
mistreated and being starved, and advised them to organize and go in a mass to Harrisburg, the County 
Seat, of Poinsett County, and demand of the officers relief, stating that they did not want to have 
trouble, butif they went in mass and demanded relief and they would all stay togetger, they would get 
relief. A meeting of that kind was held at a later date, the exact date of which I don't recall, there 
being in the neighborhood of 250 people who were supposed to be sympathisers or members, of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union. At which meeting Lucien Koch addressed the meeting and attending the meeting 

were J. O. Grcen, Trumann, Arkansas and Bob Reed, however, the remarks at this meeting were not nearly 
so radical as they had been in the past at previous meetings, A committee was appointed to talk to the 
County Administrator, Mr. T. A. Bettis, who is from here and after this conference, reported back to the 
gathering that they were treated very coldly and that Mr. Bettis advised that he could only receive . 
applications in one day's time of about 25 or 30 people, and that, therefore, it would be necessary that 
their members’ who were not in need come in not to exceed 25 pr 30 a day to makeapplication for relief. 
For the past two months since Rodgers and Koch have been in our County, they have created so much antag- 
onism and class hatred among share croppers, negrdS as well as whites towards landowners that it has . 
been necessary in order to keep from having trouble, to have a large number of deputies there, and in 
that way we haye avoided any violence so fary The result of the speeches and teachings of these parties 
has been to make the laboring class of people, expecially the share croppers, feel that they have been 
mistreated. They were officially advised not to move regardless of whether or not they had a trade with 
the land lord, and in some instances told that if they were moved, or officers undertook to move them 

to notify this Union, that there were enough members of the Union to prevent their being moved; and if 
they were moved they could collect damages from the landlord, irrespective of whether they had made a 
trade with the landlord or not, These statements were made by both Ward He Rodgers, Lucien Koch and 

Bob Reed, as well as Brick McKinney, the negro organizer. During the investigation made of Ward H, 
Rodgers' activities, I came into possession of certain letters, the original’ of which are now in my 
possession, and I ask leave: to insert into this record copies of these letters; which I know to be true, 
complete and correct copies of’ the original letters. 


Let the letters be intmwoduced. Mr. Dubard, will you explain the activity concern ng these letters, if 
you know of any, and mark same as Exhibits as introduced? mag coe 


Yese i 


N S 


g7 


Qe You have exhibited to me a paper signed by Ward H. Rodgers, Joyce King Williams and Claude C. Williams, 
A r date.of August 13th, 1934. Will you introduce this letter as Exhibit "B" to your testimony? 
+ W -4 í 
' Qe I notice you have an original letter written by Claude C. Willimms under date of Decembér 24th, 1954, 
addressed to Ward H. Rodgers, Marked Tree, Arkansas, will you introduce this letter as Exhibit "Cc to 
your deposition? . i a 
A. TI will, but I would like for your stenographer to make a copy of same and return to me the original. 


Qe That will be satisfactory. I also notice a copy of a letter to Mr, He L. Mitchell, Tyronza, Arkansas, 
under date of January 4th, 1955, signed by Miles Walker, member executive committée, Zella Hawes, 
Southern Labor Secretary, SP and James Dombrowski, S. P. Tennessee, do you introduce this letter as 
exhibit "D" to your testimony? i : 

Ae I will. 


Q I also notice that you have copy of letter written by J. W, Fakin, 612 N, 17th, Phone 7496, under date 
of September 22, 1954, addressed to Mr. Ward H. Rodgers, Tyronza, Arkansas, will you pléase introduce 
soo er pmo as Exhibit "E” to your deposition? ° 

Ae I wi e. ” : F 


Qe I notice, Mr. Dubard, that certain words in this letter are capitalized, is this the exact way the 
original letter is written and waa the original letter that is in your possession written on a type- 
writer using the same color of print as this copy is? , 

Ae It is with the exception that the words written in capital and underscored were written with red type. 


Qe I notice a letter addressed to Ward H. Rodgers, Tyronza, Arkansas, under date'of December 24th, 1954, 
from the American Guardian, signed by Siegfried, will you‘introduce same as exhibit "F" to your testi- 
mony? . s 

Ae I will. 


Qs ‘I hand you a piece of paper addressed to Roger N., Baldwin, American Civil Liberties Union signed on 
the typewriter by Eucien Koch, will you please tell what that is? 

Ae It is a copy of a telegram sent by Lucien Koch_to Roger N. Baldwin care of the Americah Civil Liberties 
Union, New York City, Reporting the alleged beating at Gilmore of Koch and Reed who were organizing the 
negrós and whites, at that point in a hegro church on or about the lst of Febrùary, 1935. The exact 
date of which I am not able to state. However, the following day after these parties claims to have 
been beaten I saw Koch in Marked Tree and he made a speech, but failed to show any signs of having bean 
roughly treated or hurt. ; ' 


Qe Were you present at the meeting at Gilmore? 
Ae No, that was. not in Poinsett County. 


t = 


Qe Do you know this is a true copy of the original telegram? © 


Ae I dO. 
Qe Will you introduce same as exhibit "H" to your testimony? 
Ae I will, 


Qe I notice you have a letter under date of December 4th, 1954, addressed to "Dear Ward" signed by V. Freda, 
letterhead having "Miss V., Freda Seigworth, 1620 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio” will you introduce 
this letter as exhibit "I" to your testimony? ` 

Ae Yes. : 


Qe Now in order that there be no questions, Mr. Dubard, in regard to the genuinehess of these copies that 
you are now introducing as exhibits, namely, exhibit "A" to exhibit "I" inclusive, will you state again 
where the originals of these letters are? , 

Ae They are in my possession and I prefer not to introduce the‘ originals? ` 

. I ask leave of this committee to insert into the record a letter under date of February, 19th, 1935, 

Qe addressed to the 50th General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, signed by Elmer Grant, President. State 
Federation of Labor, H. Me Thackery, Secretary Treasurer, State Federation Labor, W. D. Jackson, Brother- 
hood of Railway Trainmen, W. E. McClure, Order of Railway Conductors, J. S. Hogan, Brotherhood of Locomo- 
tive Engineers, W. C. Mullins, Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers. 


Chairman: Let the letter be placed in the record. 


Shaver: This letter was on this day returned to the’ General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, now in 
session in Little Rock, Arkansas. i : 


$ , J 
EXHIBIT "A" ~ } Mics of È 0 E: hy. ro 
x ra t on Se ae vA i q 
Gaern ao Ñ À #18 High St. 
ae Little Rock, Ark. 
Jane 18, 1955 


Sheriff J. D. Dubard, 
Tyronza, Arkansas. 
Dear Sir: : i 
The Little Branch of the International Labor Defense wishes to compliment you on carrying out the 

commands of the planters and having Ward Rodgers arrested, We realize of course, that in doing this you 
are serving them faithfully. When the planters see their profits threatened, they take action, not directly, 
H the Pee they don't want to dirty their own hands, Instead, they have their paid servants per- 

orm. @ JODs 


The charges against Rodgers are nothing more than means of taking the leaders away from the Tenant 
Farmers Union. It is a method of the Planters to help destroy the union. ; 


\ 


Soa 
poney 


If you ever read the constitution of the United States, and the Bill of Rights, you should. have 
notised that all people are supposedly granted the rights of free speech and free assembly. 


Yes, ‘undoubtedly you have done a good job for the planters, If all officers could perform their 
suey equally well at times when negroes are actually lynched, then we wonder how long they would hold 
office. l ' . 


We demand the immediate and unconditional release of fark Rodgers, and the right of share-croppers 
to organize without interference by the "law", 


Sincerely, 


Ao 


(Signed) 
Bob Reed, 
Little Rock Branch, . 
i International Labor Defense, 
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EXHIBIT "B® 


Paris, Arkansas, 
August 13, 1934, 


A FELLOW AND CONFERENCE: 

A few friends are meeting inthe home of Reverend Claude D, Williams, Paris, Arkansas, for two or 
three days’ conference and fellowship, beginning at 10 ‘o'clock A. M. August twenty-fifth. Those who have 
indicated a desire to attend are: Sherwood Coates and Willard E., Uphaus of the National Religion and Labor 
Foundation; Alva W. Taylor and Howard A. Kester of Nashville, Tennessee; Myles Horton, Director of High- 
lander Folk School, Lucien Koch, Director Commonwealth College; Miss Winifr@d Chappell of Methodist Federa- 
tion for Social Service, New York; Rev. Warg H. Rodgers and H.|. Mitchell, Tyronza, Arkansas; The officials 
of Autonomous District Her U. N. W, of As and the president and vice president of Workingmen's Union of 
the World, Othere are expected. ~ 


An endeavor shall be made to relate the conference tasthe actual day~today struggle of workers, expecially 
of this Section. RELIGION AND REVOLUTION will be the general during the fellowship. A tentative program 
has been outlined to include: l 

1. The MASS -PROGRAMS : 

A. The struggle for autonomy of District Twenty~One, United Mine Workers of America, 

l.. The officials who have beea elected by the rank and file, opposed by the New Deal set-up, tried and 
suspended by the International Board (U.M.W.A.) will bring a report concerning the status and needs of 
their program, 

2. Discuss, outline and adopt a day-today (probably underground) program to be executed in their organiza- 
tion by these officials for autonomy, , 

B, Workingmen'ts Union of the World = a union of some 25,000 members; a mass organization which knows no 
trades, crafts, profession or color. ` 

1. Report by the president and vice president concerning the program, aims and ideals of the organization. 

2. Discuss, outline and adopt a program for the organization which will support and be agupported by other 
mass organizations represented in the conference. 

3. Mass meeting on courthouse lawn at 8 o'clock P. M, where local unit will be organized after speeches, 

C. Southern Tenant Farmers?! Union -~ a mass organization of Negroes and Whites in Eastern Arkansas which 
is raising smoke. ` : i 

l. Report by president and organizer, 

a, Discuss (as under 3 above) 

3, Commission local workers, 

D, Mass programs of Tennessee, Missouri, Oklahoma, Missouri and other neighboring states. 

l. What are they? Can a sympathetic program betweenthem be initiated?’ 

4. Create committee to "contact" such organizations and formulate with them a program of concerted action. 

ll. RELIGIOUS SERVICE. . 

Meet with the Socio-Christian Group in Worker's Auditorium at 10 O'clock A. M. Sunday. 

1. Workers songs and poems. 

2. Miss Winifred Chappell will speak. 

3. Discussions. 

111. THE PLACE OF RELIGION IN THE CLASS STRUGGLES 

Is the Religion of Jesus revolutionary? (or poetically so) 

Gan it be made a factor in the class struggle for the masses? l 

C, Are there organizations, trends or elements in institutional Christianity whink may be adapted to and 

* utilized in the worker's (class) struggle? : i 

D. Organize a labor-chureh movement, l 

l. Create a committee to ask. 

a. Some denomination to sponsor it. 

be The National Religion and Labor Foundation to sponsor it. 

C.e Determine whether it shall be an independent movement. a 


Welcome to the conference, 
Ward H. Rodgers, \ 


Joyce King Williams, tae ` 
Claude C. Williams. : 


EXHIBIT "O" oe ; 
À Paris, Arkansas = 
mt December 24, 1954. 


Mr, Ward Rodgérs, i Ge i 
Marked Tree, Arkansase 


Dear Ward: i ; Te 


I have nothing to write or write about. But I am writing a note anyway, We had a very 
successful meeting at Fort Smith yesterday =- some ninety delegates. Many constructie resolutions, 
and educational, adopted. Something of a sympathetic pSychology was developed for the struggle for 
autonomy and a new contract. 


' The three resolutions which I am inclosing were adopted enthusiastically. Copies were 

taken by each represzntative to be adopted by the represented organization and returned to me, I 

shall probablyjtake them to Washington and with Uphaus, Kester, Chappell, Carl Taylor try to see . 

Hilman and Hilda Smith. I am sending a number of them to Mitchell. Have him to have them adopted 

by as many locals as possible, indicating the number of.peonple, not families or members, representdd. 

Then ask him to sign one each of them for the Southern Tenant farmer's Union as a whole indicating 

the number of people representated. Return them all to me. If you need more copies, let me know. 

I am also sending them to each teacher's local as well as to every other organization I can learn of, 

We viet pressure, . - 


Listen Ward, we must use Zilphia Mae Johnson somewhere in-the revolutionary movement, She 
is anxious. Why can't she find a place in LeMoygne College as you suggested to her? See the O'Brians 
about what may be done - position as teacher, fellowship in music, anything. She will take Master's 
Degree if a‘fellowship can bé arranged, If there is nothing in Le Moyne, where might she go to prepare. 
for Social Work, especially Negro Work? . , ; 
` itep ic : 


\ 


(Stgned) Claud C. Williams. 


J 
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EXHIBIT "D" 
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL : 
Monteagle, Tenn. i 
To train rural and To conserve and enrich 
industrial leaders a the indigenous cultural 
for a new social order j , values of the mountains 


January fourth, 


ee Nineteen thirty five, 
Mr. H. Le Mitchell, 
Tyronza ` 
Arkansas f i 
Dear Mr. Mitchell: i 


t 


At a recent United Front meeting hela in Chattanooga on December sixth by the Socialists 
and Communists, it was agreed that economic d4stress in the South under the New Deal increases daily. Tha’, 
growth of labor unions and the spread of the strike movement and other militant activities against hunger 
and misery are being met by an intensive Fascist drive on the part of the ruling class. In this situation, 
the United Front becongs the key question be-fore the Southern workers and farmers, 


Following the action of the National Executive Committee of the Socialist EA meeting in 
Boston Nov. 30-Dec.1, authorizing State Executive Committees to enter into negotiations with other working 
Class parties for a united front, we, the undersigned, members of the Socialist Party, call upon the State 
Executive Committee of all’ -Southern states to call a special meeting for the purpose of effecting a united: 
front between the Socialists, the communists and other working clasg groups ‘Within the State. 


We suggest as a base for the United Front action the followin: issues which were agreed upon 
at the Chattanooga Conference: 


* 


l. The struggle against wa and fascism, against Lynching, against the denial 
of constitutional rights, and for the disbanding 68 the Ku Klux Klan. 


2, A sustained effort to pass the Union Workers Unemployment and Social 
Insurance Bill. f DA À l 
3. Against the New deal differential in wages between wages and relief for 
southern workers. 
Campaign to unionize the South and to develope an aggressive rank and file 


eee in the A. F, of L. on the basis of equal rights for negroes and the unity of the white and negro 
workers, 


©- 


3 
odin 1 > ain 


5. Support United front action with tie a eaeEpaysened Labor Defense in its strugqle to free the nine 
innocent Scotsboro boys. 


6. Campaign against the AAA and the Bankhead Act in the cotton field and struggle for the needs. of the 
exploited farm population. Point number one if being made concrete in the preparation of a br@ed. united 
front conference in the South against lynching and for Trade Union and Constitutional rights. 


We would call the attention of State Executive Committees to several significant steps taken recently to , 
effects a united front in the South. In addition to the United Front Conference in Chattanooga already | 
mentioned, there is an effective United Front in New Orleans between the S P and the C P as shown ih the 
joint unemployed demonstration against armed thugs of the Long and Walmsley factions and the joint meeting 
in support of the brave struggles of the revolutionary workers in Spain. It is seen in the beginning of 
the Tenant-Farmer Union in Arkanaas against the misery in the cotton fields. 


While urging vigorous action on all ‘the fronts, it is recognized that satisfactory arrangements should be 
made to allow criticism by the Parties of each other's political programmes, and it is further understood ! 
that such united front action wuld not in anyway curtail the autonomy of eacu party, nor limit their 

agitational or organizational work, 


In fubmitting this letter, we feel that we are voicing the sentiments of the majority of Socialists and | 
Communists in the South as well as all honest trade unionists., Affirmative action at this time will do ; 
much to strangthen such efforts as have already been made to form a determined body of vorkers and farmers 
struggling against misery and developing Fascism in farm and factory. y i ; ‘ 


i 


. Signed Miles Horton, Member executive Committee. np ʻi 
Signed Zilla Hawes, Southern Labor Secy. SP 


Signed James Dombrowski, SP Tennessee 


Pe S. The following signed the resolutions at the Chattanooga Conference: Claud Williams, S FP Arkansas 


(e 


EXHIBIT Et 
THE WORKINGMEN'’S UNION OF TH! WORLD . : 
INTERNATIONAL BOARD City Fort Smith 
James Kendrick, Pres. í 
Mrs. Mamie Meadows State Ark. 
E. A. Vick 
W. P. Swafford 
J. W. Eakin Date 9/22/34 


Mr. Ward H. Rodgers, 
Tyronza, - - : 
Arkansas. - 


Sir and Brother:- 


Your very interesting letter to our International Fin. Secy., Bro. B. F. Vick, has been 
referred to me, with a request that I answer same and also send you a copy of our official Organ, The 
Toiler, and I want to assure you that it is a great pleasure to know that you are in the FIELD for the 
Masses. 7 


You will note from our paper that we are in the work for the p.rpose of orgakizing the 
Farmer and Wage earner into one big Union; without whibh labor is not Foli organized at all. 


I note from your letter you are working a long the same lines, or so near so that to 
change and TEAM in with us will not disturb your aims. 


It occurs to me that in the event our policy meets with your approval, you might not throw 
your entire strength ih with us and you or some one whom you may designate, take charge of Eastern Ark., 
whibh will also enable you toeasily reach Kentucky and Tenn; shorty starting the work in those states, 


We have a- Brother who will open up the work in Missouri in a few days; and we have calls for 
organizers in Louisiana, Texas and Kansas, and will go into those States as socn as possible. 


We are also working out plans to @EMM in with Upton Sinclair in California, and I firmly be- 
lieve we will become a factor in the next Presidential election. 


At least 8 or more local will be added to the Roster in the next issue of the Tabler, and it 
would be great news to be able to add your splendid grous in the very near future. 
a Trusting you may visit us in the near future, and with best wishes for the futmæe success of 
yourself personally and your Organization, I beg to remain, ; ` 


Yours for ¥ZGTORY 
SIGNED J. We Bakin 
` 642 N. 17, Phone 7596 


EXHIBIT "P" 
EDITORIAL STAFF THE 

Oscar Amerigner AMERICAN GUARDIAN 
¥rad D, Warren Box 1555 

Chas W, Erwin 

C. Le Leathwood = OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA, 


DECEMBER 4, 1934 


Mr. Ward He Rodgers 7 
Tyronza, Arkansas. 


Dear Ward: 


- Just a line to express special appreciation for the fine list of subs sent from the F.E.R.A. 
Workers Educational School at Texas University. Did you meet Chas. Timm while there, one of our best 
Minute Men in Texas and a teacher at T. U.? 


Of special interest to you is the fact that my father has just about closed a deal with the 
Government providing for the establishment of a Subsistence Farm in one of the richest spots in the 
Mississippi Valley, and this time they can be said to be better than the farms originally planned. Q 
There will be room for 500 families, and each will be provided with 40 acres, a home, barn and living : | 
expenses for the first year, i 


The Government of course will insist on having the kind of settlers it wants, coming from 
among the unemploged of the cities, or from the impoverished farmers of North Dakota. 


The Guardian as soon as everything is set will urge our people to make application, and pratti- 
cally all accepted will come from among our readers. If this project is successful, we may then under 
take the establishment of another 300 group in an adjoining piece of land. 


The land is really as rich as can be found in the United States. Worked carefully it will give 
us a wonderful settlement for workers in.our causecin the old south. 


I don’t believe you should say anything about it now, but in instances where our people are in 
distress, here is a possibility to get relief in a real way. 


With best wishes, I remain 


i 


Fraternally yours, 
Siegfried, ' 
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EXHIBIT "q* 
` : THE SOCIALIST PARTY 
Of the United States of America 
549 Randolph Street 
Chicago, Illnois 
Clarence Senior 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE | Jan. 10. 1935 Executive Secretary 
Leo Krzycki 
Chairman : 
Wisconsin 
Albert Poa Coolidge 
Massachusetts Ward H. R - 
Franz Daniel Ben ee es 
Pennsylvania Marked Tree, Arkansas 
James D., Graham 
Montana Dear Ward: 
ponora Tepon 
Indiana 
Daniel W. Hoan I will check up with Syd Devin about your Challenge sub. 
Wisconsin Glad to know you are teaching members of the STFU. I hope that with 
Darlington Hoopes . Mitchell on full time some things will happen. 
Pennsylvania 2 
Maynard G, Krueger ' Paul Porter, who was in Washington, tried to get hold of Mitchell there 
Tllnois to talk things over, but could not do so. 
James O'Neal a 
oa s ! One of the students from Commonwealth was in this morning. His report 
Me el h of Williams attitude is rather discouraging. He says that Williams covers up the 
0 f= oma fact that he is a Socialist and plays around with the Communists to a condiđerable 
ST cpg extent. I agree with you as to the necessity of giving him some active work to do, 
ow ror but certainly it should be under careful supervision so that we know he is helping 


the party instead of just bringing it more trouble in the form of Communist *innoeux: 
cents" organization. I understand he allowed himself to be used by the Communists 
at a meeting at Little Rock a couple of weeks ago in support of the Unemployment 
Insuggnee Congress. : l 


aa 


Poa ae 


wares Cnet 


Edgar Clemons, the state secretary, and Siegfried Amerigner, the manager of the 
Guardian, both should be written about the possibilities of using Williams. At ‘the present 
time at least the national office could not help with finances, It’s sad but true that 
the financial situation hasn't improved. In fact, it's got worse in spite of increased 
. activity and increased membership. It's no secret of course that the New York group, at 
' least insofar as it is represented by the Jewish Daily Forward, is sabotaging attempts to 
raise money. 


Fraternally, 


\ 
(signed) Clarence Senior 
O,E.As 
12755 
CS:MB 
EXHIBIT "H" , 


Roger H. Baldwin c/o American Civil Liberties Union 
100-5th Ave. New York City 


last night Gilmore in Crittenden County, Arkansas, myself & studeant kicked dragged 
out of meeting hall by plantation riding boss ex-justice of peace deputy sheriffs & others. Cursed, 
manhandled, beaten with revolvers threatened with lynch rope. Taken to Gounty seat held two hours 
questioned loose without having charges preferred. This terror not exceptional must be broken purpose 
of meeting organize negro white share croppers in Southern Tenant Farmers Union Planning another meet- 
ing some town soon. Do you want prosecute case wire immediately. ~ 


Lucien Koch 


Mazked Tree, Arkansas. 


COLLECT. '@/o Carpenters Office. 


EXHIBIT "x" i 


Miss V. Freda Seigworth 
1620 Prospect Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 
December 4, 1934 
Dear Ward: 


Thanks for telling me you were in Tyronza.e Is any one with you? What Union workers were 
arrested? What did Mr. Mathews say about supplies? I'll have Hilda with him. 


The news from Claud and Lonnie is exciting-14,000 organized oil workers'= if they get one out of ten 
they'll have 70 classes of 20 each they write excitedly. 


Charles wrote that the TeLeG W. was awaiting them with outstretched arms = we had classes ready. 
I waw the Gulf and left Texas Friday most reluctantly. Write me again. Best wishes, 
S Freda. 
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LETTER INTRODUCED BY J. D. DUBARD AS PART OF HIS TESTIMONY 


Elmer Grant, President l . He M. Thackrey, Secretary-Treasurer 
Pe 0. Box 602 l Labor Temple 
_ Little Rock, Arkahsas 213% W, Second sereed: Little Rock, Ark. 
k Phone 4-1456 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR THE 
(SEAL HERE) ARKANSAS STATE FEDERATION OF LABOR 


X Affiliated with the A. F. of Le 


First Vice President ' Office: Fourth Vice President 
- Ve Wood C y @ ‘° We 8. Busick 
P. 0. Box 180 LABOR TEMPLE : 803 East Third Ave. — 
Fort Smith, Ark. 213% W. Second Street Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Second Vice Pres$dent 
Charles W. Lester . Fifth Vice President 
313 Bower Street Carl Schweighart 
Hot Springs, Ark. 103 Park Avenue 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Third Vice President ` 
Je C, Rains ’ 
210 North Tenth Street ' Little Rock, Arkansas 
Paris, Arkansas February 19, 1935. 
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TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS. 
GREETING: 


Due to the publicity being given to the activities of certain labor groups and so-called unions 
in Arkansas we desire to inform your honorable body that the Arkahsas State Federation of Labor and the 
Four Transportation Brotherhoods have absolutely no connection, either directly or indiredtly with the 
Working Mens' Union; the League of Unemployed; the Tenant Farmers Incopporated or any other labor organ- 
ization or union in existence in the State that is sot recognized by the American Federation of Labor. 


The organizations we have the honor to represent uphold and defend the principles of the American 
Government and its Institutions. We believe in the principles of collective bargaining and the settle- 
‘ment of labor disputes by voluntary arbitration. f 


The American Federation of Labor and its affiliated and associated organizations are the pioneers @ 
in opposition to Communism and have consistently and determinedly opposed the destructive principles ad- 
vocated by the promoters’ of this doctrine. 


We desire to quote to you the dyiig words of the revered pioneer of labor Sumuel Gompers. "God 
bless our American Institutions, may they grow better day by day". We pledge to you the united support 
of the boni-fide trade union movement in carrying out that principle. 


(SIGNED) ELMER GRANT 
PResident State federation of Labor 


H. Me Thackrey roui — 
ece-lTres Federation of. or 


W. D., Jackson 


W. E. McClure 


Order of Railway Conductors . 


J. S. Hogan 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Pmgineers 


W. C. Mullins = 
Brotherhood of Locomotive firemen and Engineers 


MOAR IAA AACA IC ACTOR ACA A ACR AK . ` ’ 
F. D, RUSSELL, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TUSTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: 


BY MR. SHAVER. 


Q. What is your name? 
Ae F. D. Russell. 


Q» Where do you live? 
A.Marked Tree, Arkansas. 


Qe How old are you? 
Ae 35, ` 


Q. Where were you born? 
Ae Leland, Mississippi. 


Q.e What is your occupation? 
A. Compressing and warehousing. 


Qe How hong have you lived at Marked Tree? 
A; About eight years. . . 


Q. Are you acquainted with conditions in Eastern Arkansas with reference to the manner in which farms 


are operated? — 
Ae I think so, in a general way to say the least. 


Qe Ape you familiar with what is known as the share cropper system? 
Ae Yes. 


Q What are the conditions of the share croppers in Eastern Arkansas and in your opinion, are they being 


mistreated by the landlords? : , , 
A. No, they are not, unless it is in very rare cases. The share cropper is in better condition than 

they have been for several years. All of them that I know are, and I have a fair knowledge of the 

conditions of those in our County, especially the Eastern part of the County, paid out of debt, had 
some money left and in most cases have some provisions canned and put away and have a cer&ain percen« 


5 


nf 


tage of folks who would not work, Then on account of the slowing down of indusgry in general, and . 
more people from the towns being moved into the country, we have more people out of employment than 
in former years or when donditions were goo@, and inddstry is running. The thing, in my opinion, 

that has created the disturbance up there and matie it necessary to move more share croppers than 
usual has been due, to the propaganda and agitation of H. L. Mitchell, Lucien Koch, Bob Reed, Atley. 
Delaney and Brick McKinney, telling them first that they were mistreated and that thay were "not get- 
ting their proper share of Government rent that the landlord had no right to move them, the result 

of which made the share crdpper and laborers dissatisfied, feeling that he was not gatting his civil 
rights and that he was dependent on the landlord, That, of course, created a situation in whikh some 
of those fellows were not desirable tenants, It has always been true that every landlord has a cer- 
tain percent of worthless share croppers that under normal conditions will move on the other fellows’ 
farm, never making more than one crop with any one man, but it is not often that it is necessary to 
move him by going into court. The usual method is that he knows to begin with that,.he will only make 
one crop, because it is either his. contentiomsness or trifleness, and he will go to some other fellow 
who does not know him and get.a crop, but this year, on account of having been told he could not be 
moved, it caused the landlord to file suit and go into court to dispossess him. But, their places 
have been: filled with other tenants. R ; i 


Q. Is there a wholesale eviction of tenants by the landlords, without regard to the Paar Legal 
rights and contracts that, tenants might have with landlords? 
Ae. I don't know of.any. 


Q With reference to landlords, from your experience, state whether or not, you have knowledge o some 


tenants being mistreated. 

’ Ae I think there are some tenants who have been mistreated, by a small percent of the landlords. That 
has always beaqitrue and always will be true, just as there are tenants who mistreat the landlord, 
but the majority of the landlords are fair to their tenants and interested in their welfare. 
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STATE OF ARKANSAS 
SS 


COUNTY OF PULASKI) i 
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THE TESTIMONY OF MRS. IRENE O'ROARK AND T. C. BRIGANCE, TAKEN ON THE 21st.DAY OF FEBRUARY, 
1955, IN LITTLE ROCK, PULASKI COUNTY, ARKAJSAS, BEFORE A JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE AS AUTHORIZED AND 
APPOINTED UNDER HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 12 BY MILLER OF POLK, OF THE 50th GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
THE STATE OF ARKANSAS, COMPOSED OF MARCUS MILLER, CHAIRMAN, REPRESENTATIVES JOHN G. RYE AND MINOR MILWEE 
AND SENATORS J. Le SHAVER AND CLYDE ELLIS, TOBE SUBMITTED AS A PART OF THE COMPOSITE FINDINGS OF SAID 
COMMITTEE IN THEIR REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKA SAS. oe . 


MRS. IRENE O'ROARX, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HER OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TOŠWIT: 


By Mr. Shaver, f 2 


. Qe State your name please, 
A. Irene 0fRoark. : 


Qe How old are you? = . : 
Ae 28. N 


Qe Are you married? 
Ae Yes. 


Q. Where do you live? 
Ae Marked Tree, Arkansas, 


Qe Do you have any children? 
Ae Yes, aboy and a girl. g 


Q. What business is your husband in? 
4. Automobile mechanic in Marked Tree, Arkansas. ' 


Q. Where were you born? 


A. Garner, Arka.sas. . 
Q, Do you have any brothers or sisters? ' i 
A. Yes, I have six brothers and sisters. : 
Qe Do you have a brother by the name of Marion Noble? . ” 
As Yes., `“ 

Q» What did your father do? = 

A. He is a mechanic. He has a little garage at Higginson. . R y 


Q. Do your father and mother belong to any church? : 
Ae Yes, the Methodist church at Higginson, p : 


about 17 or 18 and went right on that fall. 


What church do you belong to, if any? . 
The Methodist church at Marked Tree, l P 


Did Marion Noble belong to any church? 
I am sure he was a member of that Methodist church at Higginson. 


How old is Marion Noble nex 
24, I believe, ; po a ; ; 


What education has Marion Noble procured, that is did he go to the high schools of the a 
Yes, he went to Searcy high school. He graduated there. 


What kind of disposition did Marion Noble have'when he waa in high school and. up to when he graduated? 
Well, very mild tempered, Just an ordinary boy. 


Did- your parents have any trouble with him? 
Never, that I knew of, . 


He would be turned then an ordinary American high school boy? ‘ 1 3 
Yes, he was above the average in every school he went to. In other words, lead his classes. Took 


mathmatie courses and everything, even took correspondence courses. - 


After he graduated from high school at Searcy, did he go ve college at any ER P 
Yes, the Universtty of Arkansas, 

And how many years did he stay there? . a4 
About one and one-half years. I could not swear to that. I don't know. He finished high school at G 


Why did he not finish at the University of Arkansas? 
Ran out of funds, i 


Then what other school did he go to? 
Normal school at Bloomington, Illinois. 


Did he go to any other school except eroominerent: 
Yes, Commonwealth College. 


When did he go to Commonwealth College? 
About four years ago I would say. 


How did he happen to know that there waa such a college as Commonwealth College? 
There was a boy, Bob Black, told eae this school and he is a Socialist, or at least he is thought 


to be so since all this came upe 


Do you know what tuition waa charged Marion Noble? l 
Well, I don't believe any money, he just traded a Delco light system. I don't know whether it was a 


whole Delco, but smpmething about it, he traded to the school. 


How long did he stay at Commonwealth College in school there? 
Well, he was Industrial manager thewe for two years. I don't know how long he was a student, but he 


has been connected with the school for about four years. 


* 


But you know he stayed there as Industrial Manager for about four years? 

Yese a 
While he was there, đid he make any visits back home? 

Yese 

Where were you living? : 


Marked Tree. 


Did you talk to him about the school? n 
Not very much, He did not say very much about it at that time. 


When was it that you did talk to him about the school? 
Last December, 1934. He was at my home about four or five weekse 


Where did he come from? 
From Mena to Memphis and from Memphis ‘to my Kouse, when he came from California on his last visit. 


You say he had been to California? . 
Yes. 


What was he doing there? 
Well, I don't know, Ye says he was looking for work, that was the first thing he told. Then he was 


working in the radical movement. He has baught in a labor school out there in California. 


+ 


Now, during his stay with you for four weeks, did you discuss with him his beliefs and his position 


with reference to Communism or radicalism? , 
Yes, that was all he talked about. l : 


Did he state he waa a Communist? : 
Yes, ; \ * * 


Did you ask him where he got this belief or teaching? 
Well, he was not a Ai until he went to that school, I know that. 


PO Po PO Fo 
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Did your brother have a lady with him when he came to your hOme in Marked Tree? 


* 


Did you diseuss with him his religious belief? i - 
Oh, Yes, 


What is his belief in regard te religion now? 
He is an Atheist now does not believe in God or anything, so he said, 


Did you talk to him with reference. to what is commonly known as free love? 
Yes. i Lx 


What is his belief in regard to free Love? cs 
They do not believe in marriagd at all. $ 


Did he so express that belief to you? 
Yes, just all foolishness, ‘ 


` Did he express any views about marriage? In other words do you know what their views are? 


There are so many thihgs I know that he told me. Heéoes not believe in anything that is sacred 
toward religious beliefs or marriage vows. j 

Now, does he talk about Russia? 

Oh, Yes, he is going to Russia next year he says. . 


Does he express any opinion about why he is going to Russia? does he think they have the best government) 
Oh yes,-there is nothing in the world like it, f i 


Does he believe it is a better government than the United States? 
Oh yes, it is the only thing that will save America so he says. > 


Is he sincere about this statements? ; ' ¢ 
He certainly is. 


Is he bald and open in his statements? 
Yes. 


Does he have any opinion as to how he would bring about the Russian Government in this country? 
Yes, talks about it all the time, ` 


How would he bring that about, by force or how? R ‘ , . 
Well, I don't know that he said anything about force. He just talked about it all the time, Said 


it would come, but he would not live to see it. i 


Did he state to you in what places he had been since he had left Commonwealth College? 
Well, he has been in Chicago, and San Francisco, California is where he stayed. He has been in every 
big city in the United States since he has been with this school, 


- What was he doing? 


He was working in the radical movement. 


Ne, but he carried hér to my sister's home in Memphis. . 


Was that in December, 19347 ` 
Yes. ; ; 


What was this lađy's name? ‘ 
He said her name was Mae Wolf, she was a Jewess, In.the movement they go under assumed names. He 


did not give pay reasons for it. We tried to get him to tell us what his name was in the movement, 
but he would not. He volunteered and told us his name was different in the movement.. 

Was he married to Mae Wolf? . l 

Not that we knew of, : - 


Did you discuss that matter? 
Yes, he first told me that he was married, then owned up that he wa§ not. 


Do you know where he met Mae Wolf? 
At Commonwealth College. 3 


Do you know when? l t : : 
I would say June or July, because-she is a teacher in the public schools of Detroit, Michigan. She 


was at that time and got a six months leave of absense and came to Commonwealth, and that is where, 
Marion met her. She is teaching now ih Detroit in a public school, making $50.00 a week, l 


Now, did you have any conversation with your brother about the teaching at Commonwealth with reference 


‘to Russia and Communism, and Religion? 


Well, that was all he would talk about, was those subjects and the school, He never come directly out 
and say that he learned that at Commonwealth, but I do believe he learned this at Commonwealth, because 
he did not have any of those view points when he left our home and other schools, 


Do you know whether Marion Noble lived with Mae Wolf at Commonwealth College? 
He told me that he did. : ' , 


*” 


Were they married at that time? : 
He first told me they were married, then later he said they were not. CA ‘ 


& 7 


Qe 
he 


Do you have a younger brother? 
Yes. Q. What is his name?’ f 


Ie J. Noble, 


How old is he now? l è 
Fourteen T believe, 


Did'he visit Commonwealth College last year? ; 
Yes, I would say about July, 


Did your younger brother express any astonishment after returning from the College about conditions? 
Yes, he was very much upset about it. 


What did he say? | ‘ 
‘He told of the boys and girls living together and about the use of profane language. 


* 


~ 


Were their topics of conversation those about anything dirty? . 
Their jokes were something terrible, the boys and girls talk to each other like you would talk to 
your wife, only worse, you proba ky would not say those things to your wife. 


You say he was not like that when he left home? : . 

He talked about the bathing parties of the men and women and he said that at first he thought he 
would never get used to it, but he said he finally got educated to it, There must be a creek or 
river near Commonwealth College because he spoke freely of the mixed bathing parties in the nude and 
how beautiful the ladies were, f ' 


Did your brother make any reference to this school with reference to their youth or their residence? 
All of the students are very young with the exception of one man by the Yame of Fulks, and he said 
that 98% of the students are foreigners. F 

Did he know ang of the Soviet Union songs? 

Yes, hewould sing songs about the Soviet Union. They sing songs about the Soviet Union at Common- 
wealth and he would sing those song until the ooked level. ; s 
What did he say about the Red Flag? 

That it was the only flag and would be the ouly thing that would save the world, 


Mrs. O'Rourke, did your brother state to you what his. position was with reference to social equality 


of whites and blacks? ; 2 
Yes, he was very much in favor of social equality and he says negroes are good as any white person, 


and should be treated as same. 
) FORGO ECG BCIOGO okok kkk kkk 
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C. BRIGANCE, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TOWIT: 


MR. SHAVER. ba 2% | 


a 


State your name? . * 
T. G, Brigancs. f i 


How old are- you? 
44. = A 
What is your business? 


Secretary Drainage District No. 7 of Poinsett County. I am also interested in cotton, 
Where do you live? ' 
Marked Tree, Arkansas. 


Are you married? ; 
YeSe 


Do you know Ward H, Rogers? : 
Yese : 


Have you attended any of the meetings in Poinsett County held by Lueien Koch, Ward Rogers or others 


with reference to the Southern Tenant Farmers Union? 
One in which Koch was present, the only meeting I attended, was the one they held there in Marked 
Tree when the Committee came back from Washington. The meeting was held for the purpose of reporting 


the ,trip to Washington, 


You say a committee went to Washington, if so what do you mean by a committee, and for what purpose 
aid this committee go to Wasrington? a 

The committee they said went to Washington was composed of three white menand two negroes, and from 
‘the reports they made they evidently went up there to sofur some govenmett aid in the Movement. They 


never told what they went up there for, i 
Do you know the names of the Committee? oe \ 
The white men were Walter Moscup, Alvin Undley, and He L». Mitchell, the negroes were Brick McKinney 


and a preacher they eall Brother Webb, I believe. f 
This committee then did go to Washington from Marked Tree?  - . 
Yes. x , : 


Qe 
A. 


Ae 


Now he were present when the committee returned from Washington and made a publics report to the 
people? ; En 

Yes, = . 

In other words, they had a meeting at Marked Tree to report on what they did in Wat ington? 

That is correct. Ta . 


Were there many people present at this meeting? 
About sig or seven hundred people were there. 


Did you hear the report? 
Yes, I heard all but one of the negroes. 


Did Brick McKinney make a report? 
No, he was the one I didinot hear, 


Would you just state what the report was? ` > 

Each one of them made a little talk and most of them were telling about what they did and who they 

saw with the exception of Mitchell, and undertook to tell them some of the things they accomplished, 
but would get a little piece in his talk and stop and tell them he could not make those statements 
openly. Then, of course, Ward H, Rogers wouñd up with several speeches in the meeting. The old 

Negro preacherts talk interested me more than any. He told of the day they left when they went to 
some office, I don't remember where, and met the labor leaders from all over the world, and reported 
the down trodden people and they showed them quite a time there in Washington. He was calling espec- 
ial attention to the fact that since he had gotten home he had gotten wires and telegrams from differ-~ 
ent countries, he mentioned seven of them, including European Countries. Russia included. He stress- 
ed Russia. These wires congratulated them on the Union and offered their support and encouragement. 
Later in a talk that Ward H., Rodgers made, he was telling this bunch to stick together and all make 

up their minds to die together if necessary to accomplish their purpose. He called attention to the 
fact that they were not alone, they had backing from all around the world by wires and telegrams. 

That old Negro preacher had just called attention toe 

Did you hear Ward H. Rodgers speech that day at Marked Tree? : 
Yes, all of it, 


It was made at this meeting that you have just testified to, that the committee reported, was it not, 
Yes, 


Would you state what you heard there with reference to the purposes that Ward Rodgers was trying to 
accomplish and what did he say with reference to how these purposes would be accomplished, and whether 
or not he advocated force, mob violence, or any other form of terrorism to accomplish. same? 

Well, it is hard to tell just what he is trying to accomplish, other then revolution of some kind. He 
talked along there about the people starving to daath and of the awful conditions of the people that 
were there and just that general line of Communistic talk. He suggested that those that wanted aid 
from the Government should file their papers over at Harrisburg and if they did. not get all they asked 
for they would go over in a mass and take it. He @id not say just how they would take it. Then he 
talked about the eviction and explained to them that Mr. Carpenter had been employed as attorney, and 
that none of them should move and if the sheriff gave them a notice to just sit tight. where they were 
and assured them that Washington was not going to let them be moved from their farms. Then he went 

on to tell them that they were going to accomplish these things. He addressed himself to the land 
owners there, There were a good many land owners there, saying that he could.lead a mob to lynch every 
land owner in Poinsett County and repeated that several times, the crowd gave such cheers that he then. 
tape a would lead a mob to lynbh every ànd owner in Poinsett County if necessary to.get the relief thy 
wanted. N ; 


How long have you lived in Marked Tree? 


26 years. ; : oe 


ae you familiar with the conditions around Marked Tree? With reference to landlords and tenants? 
OSe * : 


Will you go back about three or four years and state the conditions there with reference to both lahd- 
lords and tenants, and what is the condition there now and is the condition.as charged, and in your 
opinion what caused same? : 

Well, to go back about four years, we had a shortage of labor there, at least it was.no trouble for 
anyone to get a crop and last year was about the first year that we had any excess lahor, however there 
were very few people looking for crops there last year, that did not get them, and this year, there are 
far more tenants than there is land. I don't think that was.brought about by the acreage reduction, 
because every house is full, but I do think a part of the reason i s there are so many people that 

have drifted in there during the last year that come in from all parts of the country, and as a result 
we have more people than we have houses and land to take care of them. ‘ 


Why has there been such an increase in the nmymber of people who have come in there? In other words, is 
it unusual for such a large number of people to come from other parts of the country to Marked Tree? 

I imagine the establishment of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union and the possibility of getting more 
relief. There is quite a feeling around there among some of the Union members that they will be placed 
on the lands theres Just how they expect to acquire the lands I don't know. But there is a general 
feeling among some of them that they will all be fixed up with 40 acres of land and a.house and team 
and tools to cultivate it, 


With reference to the living condittons of the tenants in and around the MarXed Tree territory, will 
you please state about where these conditions as they now exist and about the conditions back one, two 
or four years ago? 

The general conditions there are far better than they have been for-three-or four years. More of the 
tenants there -have made money. Last year, I would say 75% of all share@\croppers who.are farming this 
year, have a fair supply of meat, canned goods, and in most cases have milk cows. The conditions with 
reference to transient labor that has drifted in there is different, and these people-are the people who 
are the direct relief, That class of labor does not have house room enough to take care of them. There 
is not a vacant house in that country, and on aceount of the coming in of transient labor from all over 
the country, there is little or-no houses to take care of the situation, 
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THE TESTIMONY OF G., S. TANKERSLEY, MRS, VIOLA BODDARD, JUDGE MARK P, OLNEY AND W, C. 
BENTON, TAKEN ON THE 25th DAY OF FEBRUARY 1935; IN "LITTLE ROCK, PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS ‘BEFORE A 
JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE AS AUTHORIZED AND APPOINTED UNDER HOUSE CONDURRENT ‘RESOLUTION NO. 12 BY 
MILLER OF POLK, OF THE 50th GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKNASAS, MARCUS MILLER, CHARRMAN, 
REPRESENTATIVES HOHN G. RYE, AND MONOR MILWEE AND SENATORS J. L. SHAVER ‘AND CLYDE ELLIS, ‘TO BE SUB- 
MITTED AS A PART OF THE COMPOSITE FINDINGS OF SAID COMMITTEE IN THEIR REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSENBLY 


OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
C. S. TANKERSLEY, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN “UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: 


BY MR. SHAVER. ; 


Qs What is your name? 
Ae Ce Se Tankersley.e 


Qe Where do you live? : 
A. Mena, Arkansas, 


Qe How long have you lived there? 
A. 34 years, i ; 


ka 


Qe What is your business, or trade? 
Ae I am-a machinist by trade. 


Qe Are you a married man? 
Ae Yes sir. 


Qe Do you have a family? 
A. Yes sir. 


Q.e You were subpoened as a witness here before this committee? 
Ae Yes sir. 


Qe Have you ever served as a. Deputy Sheriff in your county? 
Ae Yes. 


Qe When? 
A. Let's see, about four years ago, 


ka 


Qe You mean you were a deputy four years ago? 
A. Yes sir. 


before that date. 


Q.e Well, you have not bees connected as peace officer since 19517 
Ae That "4s when I went out in 1931. That is when I went out of office, 


Q. Now, as a peace officer, wore you ever throfwn in contact with the students or teachers or anyone at 
Commonwealth College? 
Ae I wes. 


Qe When? 
Ae About eight years ago. : i 


Qe Were you out at Commonwealth College a number of times? 
Ae Yes, a number of times. A 


Q, Have you been out there recently? 
No sir, I have not been out there in a number of years. 


Qe When you went out there waa your business out there? 
A Well, sometige to make an arrest and sometime to serve civil service, make attachments, ete. None of 
these arrests since 1931. i 


Q. So what.you are’ testifying now, is thingdthat oceured prior to 1931. 
A, Yes sir. I have been out there up and down by the college a number of times since that time. 


9, Well, just go into detail and tell who you' went out there to arrest. 


Ae In order to-do that, I must explain first, that they were first located in Mena on Port Erthur Avenue, 
Mr. Benton was the President of the institution at that time. í 


.Qe Who is Mr. Benton? 
Ae The Superintendent of the college when it was first organized in Mena. 


Q.e Was he a resident of Mena? SaN : 
Ae No, he came from Louisiana. My understanding is that he origainally came from Louisiana. 


} 


Q. How long did you serve as Deputy Sheriff? 
Ae Well, as Deputy Sheriff, I was allowed two terms, as constable after that. I worked as Deputy Sheriff & 


Qe 


A 
INA 
E 
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Now, go ahead with your statement you started there, 

Well, as I told you, I was on the force there and there was a man came from Louisiana. I cannot 

give you his name, now, but it appears to me now his name is Long, and he came down‘there on the 

hunt of one of his girls, and so I put in most of the day trying to help. At last the man got her 
located at Commonwealth College and got a warrant before the Justice of Peace, J. P, Smith, that aftersc: 
noon late. Just before I went out there, there was a man came from Illinois hunting for his girl. She 
had been corresponding with one of her ¢hums and he got her post office address at Mena, and she had 
been writing to her chum up there avout her sweetheart. After this man from Louisiana had got a 
warrant out for this young fellow, the other:man. got a warrant out for this other young fellow, so 

I goes out to Commonwealth College and I stated to Mr. Benton that I wanted to see these young fellows 
and asked him if he could show them to me, and he said he would and he goes out to his office and 
around to the bed room and turns the light on and he pointed the two young fellows 6ut to me. Them 
and their girls. They did not have beds, but had pallets, and there were four'‘rows‘of pallets and a 
walk between the pallets and they were paired off in the same pallet clear across the room. ‘The 

room was about 18 feet long. ° 


You say they were in one big room lying on pallets? 
That is what I told you. . 


Were both men and women in that room? 
Yes sir. 


How many were in the. room? 
About 25 or 30 couples of them. 


Were they sleeping, or just lying there, or standing up? 
Some were sleeping, some were not. 


What time of night was this? 


. I dontt know, I don't recollect what time of PED it waa, it was shortly after darks 


They had all retired then had they? 
Yes. 


How were they dressed? ; l ; 
Dressed in their night clothes, the four I got out of bed were. I got the two young fellows and the 
two girls. I did not have warrants for the girls, but taken them along to hold as witnesses for the 


examining trial the next day. j 


Now, do you mean to testify that you went out to the College on West Port Arthur Avenue in Mena, 
“Arkansas, to arrest these two boys that the fathers of the two girls had sworn out warrants for, and 
found approximately 20 or 24 men and women sl@@ping “together in the same room on'paliets? 

Yes. : 
When was that? ae j ; 
I could not give the exact date, it was during Sheriff Looney’s administration. 


What did you do? l : 
I taken the boys down and locked them up and turned the girls over to Mrs. Looney to keep until the 


next day. = 


Is Mrs. Looney the wife of the sheriff? 
Yes, 


Then what happened? 
We had a preliminary trial and the boys waived examination‘and were bound over to the action of the 


Grand Jury and were indicted for illegal co-habitation. f ‘ ’ 


Were they ever tried? . ‘ 
When trial came up the girls were held to recognizance for appearance before the Grand Jury and when 


the Grand Jury said they indicted them, the same court would try them, but before they went into tréal 
the old man from Louisiana. made a proposal to this young man that if he would marry his girl, that he ` 
woukd give him a little land and tools and the prosecuting attorney got the man to-withdraw the charges 
against the boy by paying the cost of the court and him and the girl would marry and I got them the 
license and he could take them back home. When the old man from Illinois seen what:the fellow from 
Louisiana was doing, he made the other young fellow the same proposition and he married this girl. 

Now, after I arrested these boys the Kansas City Southern did a good business that night. The boys 


: ware. nearly all gone the next morning. There were not but a few of them left. I guess all of them 


“that had any money left, Now, if you will gò out to the college on Sunday afternoon, or any nigeat 


afternoon, you will see them all of them hills just lying around like they were on them p ats, 


Have you seen them over those hills? 


. Lots of times. 


# 


When? ; = 
Well, I guess maybe a year and a half ago. I guess about a year ago will be this Spřting, I was over 


on the creek fishing, and seen them all over them hills out there. , ; 


t > 


Were you over there last summer during the fishing season? 
That is when T am speaking of. About a year ago this fishing season, about a year ago this fishing 


season, about trolling time. ‘ ; 


What did you see when you were over there last summer? 
Why, I just seen them lying argang over the hills there. 


\ i E igp e 
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Were men and women together? 
Yes, you hardly ‘ever seen any of them boys lying around there together. 


Were they on pallets? 
No, they just made pallets of the leaves, 


Were they committing indecént actions there? 
I did not see anything like that. Just the same they were lying around’ together there, 


“What did they seem to be doing? 


~ 


Oh, just lying around there in leaves, I told you. 
What were they doing over there lying on the ground on those leaves? 
They were lying there on the leaves and they seemed to be loving, 


Did you’ know these parties, were they students at the college? 

I don't know. I had seen them around the college when serving papers, and I took a to students ` 
there. Supposed they were. When they came to Mena, they generally all come in a truckload and you 
cannot tell one from the other, they are all dressed alike. 


Now, when you arrested these two boys did they claim to be married to these girls? 

Yes, both of them claimed to be married to these girls, but they were not married to them and later 
dia’ marry. I did not see the young man from Illinois marry, but I did go with the young man from 
Louisiana and helped him get a license, 


+ 


* 


Do you know anything about the conduct of the ‘students out there in the college besides siler Have 


you ever been out there to attend any classes? 
No sir, I have not. The only time I have ever been out ise is to serve papers. 


Do the students join with the local people there at Mena in mels local ROrLYIGLEBE 
No sir. 


What is the feeling among the best people around there at Mena? 
They are undesirable students, because of their conduct; nationality, etc. 


What is the nationality? 
Most generally Russians and no American people out there, 


What do they teach out there? e 
I don't know a thing about it. 


Do you know anything else about the college? 
No, nothing else comes to my mind, I aint pre judiced against the college at ail. 
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MRS. T. M. GODDARD, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON Roam, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: 
BY MR. SHAVER. 


Qe 
Ae 


State your name please, 
Mrs T. M. Goddard or Viola. 


Where do you live, Mrs. Goddard? 
Mena, Arkansas. 


Are you married? 
Yes. 


Do you have a family? 
Just my husband. 


What does he do? 
Postal Clerk. 


Are you nbw active in any of the civic organizations of Mena? 
Seeretary of the Chamber of Commerce, i T 
How long have you been secretary? 

Since April 1924. 


How long have you lived in Mena? 
Since April 1, 1919. 


Are you connected with any other civic organization there? 
Well, I am connected with all civic organizations, I am secretary of the Polk County Fedebadsa 
Welfare and I am also secretary of the Credit Association, that is a commercial: ape 


Mra., Goddard, we are investigating a college near Mena, known as Commonwealth Co , have you had | 
occasion to go out to the college at any time? 

Well, I don’t know when I was there. I was out there once a long time ago when they were first organ~ 
ized. One Sunday afternoon I went out with some friends when Mr. Zeuch was there to some kind of 
exercise, to some kind of an outside doings, and at other times we have just ciyoled the campus. 


Do you know Mr. Lucien Koch, the director of the institution? 
I know him by sight I Ahink. He has been in the office a time or two, he and his brother, They came, 
into the office to get fous bulletins. I kopp an agricultural} bureau and have different kinds of 


bulletins. 


Qe ; , ; 
. A. I don't know-whether other people are just like me, there has always been a feeling out there about 


> = the students or professors at that college take part’ in the local activities at Mena? 
9 Oe . ; 


Q. Do the local people ati Mena participate in the activities of, the college? 
Ae No. .So far as I know, there hag just been one student from Mena to attend Commonwealth College. 
Nor do local people associate with them, They are separate and apart from, anything at Mena, 


á 


' 


Do you know why that is? 


-them, they are not folks that I would be interested in, they come from sections in the North and 
Fast and are just a different kind of people from us and you just don't associate whth them much. 
Q Do you know anything about what is taught at Commonwealth College? f k 
A. No. I will tell you I brought a little pamphlet I found on my desk, I don't know where they come 
from, but I brought it along because I ghought it might be of use to the committee, It gives their 
courses of study, i P 


z 


X nr Gia introduce this pamphlet as exhibit "A" to your testimoney? , 
e will. ; ' , l 


Q, Mrs. Goddard, what is the general opinion around Mena among the best people with reference to the 


+ teachings in Commonwealth College? . ; ‘ ot 
A. I don't know how to answer that question, because I don't think I am familiar with the courses. 


Qe What do you know, what kind of a sehool is it, that is what problems, or what. subjects are taught 


with reference to any problems now existing? ' 
Ae It is generally thought to be a labor school. I don't know where I have seen it, but they believe 
in a militant labdr organization and something of thw sort. 


Q.e Now do native people in Polk County and people in Mena attend this school? 
Ae I know of only one, He is the only one that has ever attended. , 


Q. Is there a constant stream of out of the state people coming in to that school. 


. Ae Yes, they come and go. Their enrollment is small, but they come and go all the time. I don’t know 


how long they sta y at a time, 


Qe Do you know if they have to stay any length of time? 
A. I dontt know angthing about that. 


Qe Now has any civic organization at Mena, Arkansas ever taken any action commending this school or 


condemning this school? Sg : 
A. No, but I do recall that .the chamber of commerce of Mena, whigh is composed of the business interests 


of Mena, passed a resolution in 1932 with reference to denying that this school was located at Mena. 


Qe Do you have a copy of that Resolution? 
Ae Yos, : 


Qe Will you introduce that as exhibit "B" to your testimony? 

Ae YO@Se l , 224 z 

EXHIBIT tpt 
: RESOLUTION OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


OF MENA, ARKANSAS. 


# 


BE IT RESOLVED bg the Chamber of Commerce of Mena, Arkansas, that its Secretary be, and 
she is hereby, requested to inform local newspaper correspondents and the Associated Press that the 
institution known as Commonwealth College is not located at Mena, but on Rural Route No. 2 in a 
sparsely settled community about twelve miles West from Mena, near the line of the State of Oklahoma; 
that the three students and two members of the faculty of that institution who recently undertook a 
motor journey to the coal mining regions of the State of Kentucky, with the avowdd purpose of taking 
food supplies to striking miners, do not reside at Mena; that the adventure of aaid students and faculty 
members was not undertaken at the suggestion nor by the encouragement of the citizenship of Mena and 
that it is not being sponsored, assisted or encouraged by the people of Mena, or of Polk County, and 
that the said institution known as Commonwealth College is not supported by nor pabronized by the people 
of Mena, Polk County, or the State of Arkansas. l 


€ 


April 5,1932 i , 
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MARK. P.OLNEY, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HI® OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TOwWIT: | 


BY MR, SHAVER. - 


Q, What is your name? ee s 
As Mark P. Olney, l ` s 


Q Where do you live? 
A. Mena, Arkansas, F 


Qs What is your business? $a 
A. Well, you might say I am a lawyer, I am city attorney, director in the bank, and stock holder and, 
director in two stores, 


Q. How long have lived at Mena? i EN 


Qe 


' Ae 


Qe 
Ae 


Qe 
Ae 


Qe 
Ae 


Have you held any office over there besides City Attorney? 

I was mayor in 1906 to 1908, city attorney from 1899 for three terms, county judge from 1925 

to 1929, and a member of the school bogrd about 15 years and chaktman of the county board of 
education for three terms. r 

Judge, do you recall when Commonwealth dollage was first located at Mena? 

These * people came from Louisiana about 1922, as I recall and they settled at a little post office 
East of Mena, namely Ink, and called themselves Commonwealth Community, incorporated under that 
name, and then moved West of Town and organized Commonwealth College. I think in 1925. This 
college, as I understand it, is filed under the law in the circuit clerk's office. | 


Well, then in 1925, they located West of Mena, and have been there since that date? — 
Yes. At that time "after the college proper was organized, Mr, Benton, Mr, Zeuch and Kate Richards 
O'Hare were the three trustees in charge of the college. ` 


Have you been in close touch with this college gince 19257 

Well, as a mercantile business, we have sold them a great deal of stuff and then later when I was 
County Judge I took their real estate off the tax books for the reason of the fact ma? they are 
a college and that is about the only relation I have had with them. 4 


Have you ever visited the college or attended any of their classes? 
I have visited the college three or four times, but have never attended any classes, 


While in the college did you go into the library or the museum and inspect it as a matter of curios- 
ity, or otherwise, and inspect the literature they had there and the relics they had in the Museum? 
I have not been there since they have established the museum. That is only of recent origin during 
the last few months. The library has been established for a number of years, and I have visited 
their library and looked over their books. 


Well, from your visits there and from yout cursory examination can you state whether or not you formed 
an opinion about what was taught in that school? — 

Well, from my talk with them, they said their library consisted of mostly books on lablr and finan- 
cial. problems and they have many such books as you could not get in an ordinary library, and our Soak 
librarian has told me on several occasions, students have been in our library ,there and looked for 
subjects that we did not have, stuff that is not carried in an ordinary library. 


When you visited this coklege, Judge, did you talk with the professors in that college? 
Yes, I have talked to Zeuch several times and to Charlotte Moskowitz, Who is the seqretary in charge 
of the office. 


How were they dressed? . 
Well, it was summer and she did not have on many clothes, She just had on shorts and they were very 
short, too. She told me‘something about things about there. I have talked with Zeuch several times 


and also to Goodhue, 


Will you state what they stated to you with reference to their teachings and what purposes they were 
trying to attain. 

Well, they said they were teaching labor problems and trying to@atMeate folks for leadership in labor 
movements. I will say further, that during the examination that was held by this Committee at Mena, 
some days ago, I was present in the sheriff's office and overheard Bill Cunningham, one of the instruc- 
tors, talking to EE Er e of the press, in which he statedto them thathe was in favor of chang 
ing our present f of government, and stated if it became necessary he might resort to militant 
methods for doing same. 


Do any of the natives of Polk County attend this school? 
There are no local students there. 


Where do the students come from? 
They are from manufactuting centers, such as New York City, Philadelphia, Chicago and other large 
cities in the East and North and most of them or quite all of them are of foreign extraction. 


Do you know whether it is a continual proposition of going to the school, staying a short time and 
leaving and others coming, or whether these students stay there a given ‘length of time? 

The student body seems to be changing all of the time and it is a rare thing to see a face down there 
that has attended the college for any length of time outside of the instructors. There are two or 
three teachers who have been there four or five years. I expect eight to ten would cover the number 
that has:been there any length of time at all. Namely, the two Kochs, Cunningham and his wife, Char- 
lotte M. Moskowitz, Fulks and some others. 


Do the students and professors or either, participate actively in labor agitation in this State? 
It seems that whenever an agitation of any kind comes off, either in this state or out of the state, 
that they at onee get word of it and have a committee there. They were present in the Kentuckey 
trouble and Eastern Arkansas, and had three or four present at the Fort Smith trouble just recently. 


What is the general feeling that the best people at Mena and Polk County have with reference to the 
desirability of that college at or near Mena? 

Well, there seems to be the general impression that it is giving Mena a lot of very unsatisfactory 
advertising and during the Kentucky trouble the Chamber of Commerce went so far as to pass a resolu- 
tion that it was not in accordance with the wishes of the people at Mena, and that they were not 


representatives of the people at. Mena, 


‘Judge, is the general opinion among the people in Mena that free love is now practiced at that sehool 


or has been pra&ticed at that in the past? 
It is the general talk that it has been done and some years ago the agitation was sq strong that a 
number of couples secured licenses to marry. . : ; 


Is there any general opinion among the people at Mena with reference to whether or not the students 


and professors in thé college believe in a God?: 
It is rumored that they do not believe in Goa and that they don't have eee nine te do with any relation 


in which God is taken into account, 
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Qs Is there any general belief in Mena with reference to their teaching Communism in this school? «| ` 
A. Well, it is reported that it is tought there, but I don't know whether it is or not. 
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W. C. BENTON, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: 
BY MR. SHAVER. | 


ty 


Qe State your name. 
Ae W. C. Benton. 


Q. Where do you live? 
Ae Mena, Arkansas. 


Q. How old are you? 
Ae 62 years old. i 


Qe How long have you lived at Mena? ` 
Ae Five years. 


Q. Where were you born, Mr. Benton? 
A. Brownstown, Indiana, 


Q.e What is your business?. 
A. Attorney at law. P X J 


Qe How bong have you been practicing? ` l 
A. I was admitted originally in October 1898, I have only practiced twelve, or fourteen years off and 
on, I have had to give up my practice a couple of times and go to Florida on account of ‘bronchial 


trouble. 


, 


Q. Did you know the parties that founded the colle. e in Louisiana that later moved to Mena dnd is known 
as the Commonwealth College? 
Ae Y2Se 


Qs . Were you living in Louisiana at that time? 
Ae Yese é 


Q, Where was the college founded in Louisiana and who were the founders? 


A. Leesville was the post office address. Later the post office was New Llano, it was a free cooperative 
colony. I happened to hear about it and dropped in and spent a number of years with them. A short 
time after I was there I heard that this man Zeuch was contemplating the founding of a college there 
and I had some correspondence with him and learned who he was and,learned that he was well educated 
and I hung on there, and after a year or so he came down and actually started the college in this 
cooperative colony at Leesville, and then we broke away from there and came up here., I was on the 

_ scouting committee and we were unable to arrange right away for a location. We moved to the Hills 
of Arkansas and we ran half the term here in 1924 and '25 in the city of Mena. In the Spring of 1925 
we were able to buy a farm to start out with about ten miles West of Mena, and we incorporated the 
institution. I did it, in October 1925. “We incorporated it the 6th day of October, 1925. I went and 
looked at the record this morning to be sure of the date. > 


3. Under what statute waa it incorporated? 7 

Ae It was incorporated under that section that covers benevolent associations, lodges, etc. I used the 
same statute here in January to incorporate a country club in Polk County. Now the college was 
originally founded in Louisiana, but not incorporated. 


9. Now who were the original founders and who furnished the financial support for the found:ng of said 
college? ‘ 
Ae. The founder was W. E. Zeuch, Myself and Kate Richards O'Hare with Zeuch constituted the first board 
of trustees. I don't know so mych about the money. I had very little to do with that end of it, and 
I never worked in the office at any time, but I can give you some information. Zeuch personally 
handled all of that matter , and he had a large mailing,list to begin with, chiefly of people intereste 
ed in experimental education, and he mailed out from Louisiana letters to this list, that I think 
brought him in there immediately something like $600.00. How much more he collected,there I don't 
know, while we were in Louisiana. He put in a little money and Mrs. Kate Richards O'Hare put in some 
money, how much I don't know, not a great deal I know. I never put a dollar in it myself. Then when 
we came up and got started on a shoe string in Polk County and paid $100.00 down, Zeuch personally 
went East and made one haul of first $2,000.00, then of $20,000.00 from what was known as the Garland 
Fund. A young fellow named Charles Garland, I think his first name was, had inherited a million 
dollars, and he left it to some sort of fund or other that was given up to all sorts of new notions. 
You can later find out about the Garią™ Fund, I can't giWe you much information. Following that, 
Zeuch immediately got out what was called his “sustainers list™. We estimated that would run about 
$2,500.00 a year and during all the time I was there that was collected pretty well. Some give more 
than $25.00 a year, some of course did not make good all their pledge. I think the largest pledge that 


= 


stood over any time was that of Judge Brandies, TA — . 
X j \ r 
Q. How much was that? : $ , 
Ae He only gave $100.00 a year. ; 


Q. Now give me a back ground of this man you call Zeuch with reference to his nativity, his education, 
his qualifications and his beliefs, - i 


* 
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As As I understand it, he is Swiss and German extraction born on a farm in Towa. His father was for 
forty-four years a section foreman of the North Western Railway. Typical German peasantry of in- 
tellectual appearance, There were eleven children, all of whom received a college education that 
they themselves earned. Zeuch worked in the post office, I think it was Strawberry, Iowa from the 
time he was fifteen or twenty and was largely, in my opinion, self-educated before he sought higher 

l education, He attended a number of institutions before becoming a. college teacher and took his 
Masters Degree in the University of Wisconsin, majoring in Economies under John R, Common, one of 
the noted dducators of America and who designated Zeuch as his star pupil. He taught, I am not sure 

i of this information, put I am giving it to the best of my knowledge, he tQught in the Harvard University 

~. &-while and‘at the tipe he came to Louisiana to starý his experimental: institution, he was teaching 

T” in the University of Illinois at Urbana. He, in my opinion, was known in the educational world as 
a radical on .the subject of education, I don't know that I can explain just fully what I mean, but 
at that time he was a radical on the subject of education. One who believes in presenting a greater 
than ordinary of the doctrines and is dealt with by educators, and in the year 1919 he. was a delegate 
from somewhere to the meeting of the Farmer Labor Party at Ste Paul or Minneapolis and participated 

> in that convention, which finally resulted in that party running LaFollette for President, with whom 
he was personally acquainted and a great admirer, I think he and Bhil LaFollette attended the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin Sethe fame time, 


Qe Did he have any pobitical. affiliations with any party?, . a 
A. Not that I know of, after the Farmer Labor Party 5 


9e Do you know whether hë, now has any such affiliations?. , , 


Ae, I don’ ti, 
& Qe Was there any trouble in Louisiana that caused the school to be moved to Mena? ` 
le Yes, he as well as myself and others, realized that it was not a profitable proposition because the 


college could not dominate its economic basis and it would be-necessary for .the college to. dominate 
7 its economic basis, therefore, we made as many converts as possible to the college idea and they had 

D a split in the cooperative colony in Louisiana and a ‘part of them camå up to Ink, Arkansas, and the 
college had a. contract with them, but une college did not set along with them and we never did locate 


with them.. i 


Q.. Now for what purpose was the college priginally founded? 

It was founded as an experimental educational institution and as near as T can express it trair 

y for the purpose of short circuiting the higher education of undertaking to give to the student a 
general background of much knowledge and then give the individual students such specific training 

as his particular case required. Also for the purpose of building a system whereby young men and 

women with limited funds could secure .a fairly good fundamental University education. Could at 

least within three years give them as much as they could get of educational value at-a University 

in four years and do it with less funds. The object was to make this institution as: nearly self+sus- 

tainimg as practical, and hence there was an economic program. Stress was to be placed on academic 


education. y 


i .Qe Now, I believe you stated you had an interest in helping found the college at Mena, now when the 
1 college was started at Mena, was it founded for the same purposes as sak one in Louisiana? 
Ae Exactly the same. . 


‘Qe When was it founded at Mena? 
.Ae In the Spring of 1925, at its present location, but it was not incorporated until the following 
- October, when it was duly incorporated under the Section of the Arkansas statutes, providing for the 
incorporation of benevolent associations, lodges, etc. 


Qs Who were the trustees? 
g Ae The trustees were W. E. Zeuch, Kate Richards OfHare and W. C. Benton, myself, 


Q. Now, how many students did you have at the outset? 
Ae I think about 40. 


And where did these students come from with reference to States? 
Ae They were scattered all over the country from coast to coast, but the part that. furnished the largest 
proportion was New York City. I think that is a fair statement, -I am not sure. . 


: 4 Q Were the students all Anglo-Saxon, foreign extraction, or what? ` 
A. We elass them as foreigners, but as a matter of fact, "most of them were native born, A.large percent 


of them-were New York Jews, 


A. What qualifications did the student have to have to enter the College? 
A. The presumption was the student must have a high school education. As a matter of fact, the majority 
9- of them did not. As a matter of fact, if a young man would show himself intellectually capable a 
j bare, grammar school education was enough, if he had mastered the three "R's", 


' Q Now, in an academic way, what length of time would a student have to stay or study in this college be- 
> fore he was graduated? 
A. They did not graduate students, never have. They give no certificates of any kind. A student came 
came there and got what he wanted as long as he wanted. They published a regular curriculum, but the 
if :. first object with reference to the instruction of the student was to give him a fair, general under= 
standing of-the seven sciences and the more important phases of,those sciences. That was intended 
: as a factional, background of the student. It was not followed as it should have been. The courses 
vf ‘ran largely to the social sciences or social studies as he always preferredto call them and this in- 
i stitution would probahZy be classified as a college of the soeial studies or social sciences, if you 


wish to use that term, . : ; 


Q. How long did Zeuch continue as President? : 
A+ His title was that of director, which corresponded to that of President. I don't know, exactly, Is 


think he continued until about’ 1930.. 


Lhe E 


whom wife. é 
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Did he make a trip to Europe? i í 
He made a trip to Europe about 1930 and waa director at the tine he left, as I understand, - 


Were you connected with the college at that time? 
No, I was only there about three years, I severed my connection in September, 1928, 


Why? i 
I fell out with Zeuch, was ‘onè thing. I opposed him for giving representation to the students on the . 
board of trustees and over that question, That was at least the first break. When he appraached me 
on the subject, I declared my opposition to it, but told him -I had come out there to help him build 
the kind of an institution. I proposed that I had always stood four-square by him, ‘but would have to 
oppose him on this and from then on we ceased to be friends. I told ‘him when we cane out of the meet- 
are on o Ten we aed a eee baat oe ee on ve board ‘of trustees that he had let 

gs slip. We were both a little bull headed about that, told him ‘I would be ther 
and then quit. I quit several months afterwards. EE TEE ee 
After he granted the students representation on the board of trustees, what later developed? 
They took possession of the institution and in the language of the street, ‘they tied the can to him, 


Then where did he go and what occupation did he pursue? 

I don't know, but from reports, he lived at Rich Mountain, which about six miles North of the College 
and talked about starting another institution there} after that I don't know, until I read in the 
Mena Star that he had accepted some position from the Government and later was placed in charge of the 
Planning Division of the Subsistence Home Department, which position. he now holds as I understand. 


Do you know Lucien Koch? 
Yese 


. 


How long have you known him? 
Over ten years, 


Was he a student at the college when you taught? 
From the beginning, I think. | 


Do you know his background? i . 
Very little of it. I think he and his brother were born in state of @regon and lived there until they 


came to Louisiana, š 


When there was a bfeak in the college at Louisiana, did he come up here to “ena? 
Yes. He was one of the young men to whom Zeuch gave parttaualr personal attention, recognizing that 


he had brain's. 


Do you know whether Lucien Koch had any other college begides Commonwealth? . . 

I feel sure that he never had any @hucation that amounted to mych except Commonwealth above the grammar 
school, until he left Commonwealth College. Since then he was admitted as a student in the University 
of Wisconsin, I undurstand on credits given him by Zeuch personally. Wisconsin University being 
acquainted with Zeich, knowing him as a scholar, accepting his ceriificate of credits and admitting Kock 


on that certificate as I understand. 


* 


How long did Lucien Koch attend the University of Wisconsin? 
I. don't have any good idea, 
th ý 
Did Lucien Koch cause the break at Commonwealth College, which resulted in displacing Zeuch? 
I do not think that -he was the principle factor. I attribute it to higher heads. 


` 


What was the cause of the break? 
I don't know. In my opinion, Zeuch was not radical enough for the people who caused the break. I am 


only guessing, but I would say, in my opinion, the ones who caused the break were Bill Cunningham and 
Clay Fulks. ` l 


In what respect did Zeuch disagree with Cunningham and Fulks? ‘ 
Zeuch was a real educator and drew a clear line between education and agitation and education and 


propaganda, and Zeuch, so long as he was there always did draw that line and understood to keep it 
there. It was the theory of the founders of the original trustees that the institution would be a 
success if it advocated or favored in any way any particular doctrine or creed or ism of any kind and 
that ong of the principal objects was always to keep in the olear on that proposition and in my opinion 
Fulks and Cunningham wanted the school to be a partisian school and to participate in the events of 

the day. Something to which Zeuch was fundamentally opposed. The distinction between education and 
propaganda being that the true educator undertook to present ideas and leaves the student with an 

open mind and elastic mind, while the propagandist and agitators undertook to make an immediate partial 
presentation and give the student a fixed conclusion and a closed and inelastic mind, 


After Zeuch's displacement who took charge of the college? 
Lucien Koch succeeded to Zeuch's place and Zeuch, to my certain knowledge felt the blow very badly, 


and personally grieved that his favorite pupil should now have his place. 


2 j 


To what school of thought was Koch, the propagandist or the agitator? 
So far as my personal knowledge goes, he agreed entirely with Zeuch. But being somewhat of a natural 


orator he defended and became a propagandist and agitator. i 


How is the school being run now with reference to education or propaganda? N \ 
Judging from the activities of the leading persons, I would say they have become partisians on the 


side of all radical movements. l r 
B: 


\ 


Qe 
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Qe 
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Now, will you elucidate further on partisians on the side of all radical movements? * 

Well, in the first place, one of the men of brains out there, Clay Fulks, was a socialist candidate 
for Governor of Arkansas after Zeuch was deposed. They pay a great deal’ of attention to strikes, 
and seem very much in presence where trouble or disorder is going on. The Director, himself aaa 
figured prominently in several of these, and I am informed some of the leaders are Communists. 


could not go very far there with my opinion, as it would be only hearsay, but I will mention t Ghad l 


from my information, I believe to be avowed Communists, Raymond Koch, a brother of "Lucien and ` 
Charlotte Moskowitz, the secretary of the institution. \ 


Is Lucien Koch a Communist? A 


‘I don't know, I have never heard of any expressions of his that would signify an opinion that he is 


a Communist. I have no hearsay along that line. But I have hearsay along the lihe of the two I 
memtianed. 


R N ® 


Is it your opinion that radical thought or isms are taught at that school to the students with the 


o- 


avowed purpose of fixing their minds so that they will be convinced that such thought is the proper $.. > 


course. 
Rather than give a point of no interest, I would like to say that in my opinion, that the teaching of 


these radical doctrines dominated the institution. In using that expression, I should make a distinc- 
tion between teaching and advocating to illustrate. Wheneger I had a new student iw any of my classes,I 
always made it apoint- to touch on such and in-a way to teach that student my subject, Anarchy, I claim 
to be an intelligent proponent of Anarchy. I have always contended that I could readily defeat an 
Anarchist before any court or an audience in short order and have done so on a couple of occasions. 


.The way to do so, is to simplify the discussion on the question of Anarchy. The anarchist, in my 


opinion, is a mono-maniac and I have gone out of my way in years gone by to meet and discuss the questin 
with men who were speaking for Anarchy. Anarchy,. bared then means the negation of authority and all 
real Americans will admit that fact. oe Se 


Are you of the opinion the radical propaganda taught in the school is taught to these students for the 
purpose of making agitators out of them to go out over the country and militantly teach and Depant 


radicalism? 
Judging from hearsay as to the ‘facts, I would say that I am quite convinced. 


* 


Is it your opinion that it is taught to such an extent that in order to convince outsiders of these 
radical views, that these students would resort to force in order to reach their onde 


No, I don't believe that. 


To what degree would they go? . 
Well,I would not care to undertake to state how far they might go along that line. It seems clear 


that they have undertaken to breed contempt for constituted authority. 


Now, would they attempt to breed contrmpt for constituted authoritz, in order to stir up dissatisfaction 
discontent generally and make an appeal for their radical doctrines and the particular isms they re- 
present such as Socialism and Communism? 

Yes. 


With what ultimate purpose in their mind? 
In order that we might hav: a Socialist or Communistic government. I understand that a very large 


percent of them are Socialist. But the Socialist is here as well as in the other countries of the 
world. He is one who tries to institute his doctrines by legal means. On the other hand, the Com. . 
munist expects to accomplish their object by violent means. Communism being an extreme form of 
Socialism, and an outstanding illustration of the Socialistic movement in that respect is the fact 
that Ramsey McDonald, who is Prime Ministér’to England, is an avowed Socialist. England is a most law 
abiding country among the leading nations of the earth, and in my opinion, has the best government. 


Is the school now peing operated as a labor school? p 
It is my understanding that their. object is to give education to youre men and women with the particular 


purpose of fitting them to work in the labor movements of the country, 


Now for what purpose? a 
To enlighten those movements from their point of view. 


t 
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With what ultimate result? 
Well, if they are teaching Communism, it seems to be the zena assumption ‘it is to make the labor 


movement Communistic. 


Is the Communistic party of America a duly and legally organized political party? 
My understanding is that they are. During the last Presidential election ‘they got on the ballot in 


several states. 


Do you understand that Communism means a government of, by and. for the workers and against the bosses 
with a state owned or government owned ownership of property. Also industry in all property, and that 
to reach this form of Government that the Communist advocate openly the overthrow of constktusdad 
authority by force? 

I never knew a Communist to do that, but in my opinion, as in the opinion of most Communist, forces 
Will be necessary, if their object is to be accomplished. 


In the event that Communism become the form of government, what authority would be on supreme authority 
in that government, as you understand it? Would it be a government ruled in Moscow? 

I would not asgume that. All of that is conjectural that_Dhave mentioned. If it became Communistic, 
Communism woul@ set up its own form of government, but that Moscow dominates the ommy tey kg government 
we know, and has an international organization directed at that point. 


\ 
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, Qe Is Commonwealth College or its students or professors in any way connected with the -International 


organization? Tia 
Ae Not that I know of, ` 


Q, To what degree, if you know, i8 Communism progressing in this country? 
It has made a much poorer showing than’I would have supposed from my limited knowledge of it. And 


my knowledge, is in my opinion, considerably more than that of the average person. 
e 


@ Then, ‘is it your opinion that Communism and the Communistic Party in this country is not now a material 


factor? 
A. It is not I am sure, and do not believe that it can become one except in the course of great national 


calamity. If there aver was a time when it should have made a showing it should have been in the last 
five years, and it has failed to make the-showing. It does not appeal to the American citizen and it 
cannot hope’ to win in any country except in grave national crisis. 


Qe Now, do you kaor whether free love.is taught at Commonwealth? 
A. I never knew of anything of the kind, I think so far as law and order is concerned, there is probably 
as much law and'order in that little community of that college as there is in any other community in 


in the State of Arkansas, They have less trouble, 


Qə» Do you know of their teaching about God? 
A. There has always been a mixed belief along that subject and so far as my knowledge goes, religion has 


always been unofficially tabooed. 


Qə Does the college teach or in any way advocate nae TETA of the American constitutional form of 


government? 
A. No, I hardly think that any considerable number have ever held that opinion, and COSR not while 
I was there, N 


Q. What is the general opinion among the native people in Mena, and Polk Sones with reference to the 
desirability and undesirability of that school in its community as now handled? 

A. I am not a very good authority on that question, for the reason that in my opinion; most people in 
Polk County, consider me more or lesg sympathetic withthe college and do not talk freely to me on 


that line. : 
Qe Have you sgen the museum of Social Change at Commonwealth? 
A. No sir. As I stated to begin with, I have’not been on ume premises except twice in “the last six years. 
' I have only passed through. i 


Qe Do you know how many stuđents are there now? n | E CRTE ee 


. Ae I understand there are some 40 or more, 


Qe From what part of the country? 
Ae I have very little idea. 


Qe How long has it been since you have been actively connected with the college? 
Ae: I have not been in any way connected with them Soo Geptember 1928, 


= 


Qe Then, you are not acquainted with their teachings there now are you? 
Ae No, and could not name Half a dozen people that are there, 
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STATE OF ARKANSAS) 

ss 3 

COUNTY OF PULASKI) 
THE TESTIMONY OF MINOR PIPKIN AND BOB BERRY, TAKEN ON THE 27th DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1935, 

IN LITTLE ROCK, PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS BEFORE A JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE AS AUTHORIZED AND 

APPOINTED UNDER HOUUS? CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 12, BY MILLER OF POLK, OF THE 50th GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

OF THE STATE OF ARKNASAS, MARCUS MILLER, CHAIRMAN, "REPRESENTATIVES JOHN %. RYE AND MINOR MILWEE AND 

SENATORS J. L. SHAVER AND CLYDE ELLIS, PO BE SUBIITTRD AS A PART OF THE COMPOSITE FINDINGS OF SAID 

COM‘ITTES IN THEIR REPORT TO THE NERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS, 

MINOR PIPKIN, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPOY HIS OATH, TESTIFINS AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: 

BY MR. SHAVER. 


Qe State your name, 
Ae Minor Pipkin. 


Q. How old are you? 
he 65 years old. 


'Qe Where do you live? =: l : 


Ae Mena, Arkansas. t 


Q. What is your eeoupaenent 
A. Lawyer. , 


Qe How long have you lived at Mena? 
A. As long as there haa been a Mena. 


X 


« Have you held any public office? 
re I kaya been county clerk, county examiner, ahd representative in the Legislature, practiced law for.. 
\ 


about 30 years. 


\ 
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Mr. Pipkin, have you ever represented Commonwealth College? 

No, not the college, but when the Communistic bunch came to Mena, they came from Llano, Louisiana, 

Job Harrison, founder of the Golony at Llano, came to Mena from Louisiana and he came to my office 
with a man from Louisiana, by the name of Benton, when the incorporated the colony business out there. 
The school group and the colony group had some kind of difference and the college seceded and I ' 
represented the colony and not the college. Later I have represented Lucien Koch's wife before he 
„married her in getting a divorce, I obtained a decree on the 8th of January this year. Mr. Guy Fulks 
said to be a teacher out there, has been admitted to the bar and some of this Communistic friends, 
"red" friends, etc., come to him for legal advice and he does not pretend to know much about it and he 
comes to me and he brought Irene Merrill Maxham in October, I went out to her place-to get the data. 

I took my wife and we found her wrapping up some magazines and I bought a copy and in this magazine 
William Cunningham has a little story, just an innocent little story, "The Cloud Puncher Story", but 
the editor tells who these people are that write these stories and in "Notes on Contributors” and the 
second note there, he states how this William Cunningham teaches Marxism at Commonwealth College. 


Mr. Pipkin, this magazine that you hand me is entitled "Windsor Quarterly", where is that magazine 


published? 
It shows on its face that it is published at Commonwealth College. 


Now, on the third page under "Notes on Contributors", appears the item that "William Cunningham teaches 
Marxism at Commonwealth", do you know Mr. Cunningham? ; 


A.I took his deposition in the divorce case that I preferred at Commonwealth, 


Qe 


Ae 


Qe 


Ae 


Now, you have another little pamphlet entitled "Combating Subversive Activities in the United States" 
eminating from a committee of the Chamber of Commerce of the United States, and on page 3 is a subject 
entitled "The Creed of Communism", and you read into this record the pertinent parts of that creed as 
quoted in the pamphlet. . j 
"Thasic thought underlying communism as propounded by Marx and Engels in 1848, is the encouragement of 
class warfare in order that the so-called oppressed and proletarian class may forcibly overthrow the 
existing social order -=-= overthrow and annihilation of existing governments not definitely Soviet in 


character = = = -*" x 


Do you know who founded Commonwealth College at Mena? 
I know who the members were, they were W. E. Zeuch, WC. Benton, and Kate Richards O'Hare. 


Are any of those members connected with the college today? 
Nogir,not that I have any knowledge of. 


r 
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Do you know where W. E. Zeuch is? ; 
He is Director of the bureau that has to do with the Subsistence Homestead Act of the Pederal Govern- 


ment. f 


Do you know where Kate Richards O'Hare is? 
No. 


Do you know anything about who Kate Richards O'Hare is? 
I only know that she spent a term in the Penitentiary at Leavenworth for Espionage: during the World 


War. 


a 
t i » 


Mr. Benton is now living at Mena, is he not? 


Yes. 

Mr. Pipkin, do you know what is the general feeling or sentiment among the native people at Mena, & 
Arkansas and Polk County with reference to this Commonwealth College? : 
I think I do. i 
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What is that feeling? 
It is very much opposed to the practices of the institution and all they know about the performances 


of its faculty anda great many of its students, When I say performance, I have reterred to their 
inter-meddleing with the affairs of people, in other words, such as their reported conduct in Sebastian 
County in connection with the strike of the relief workers and their interference and their insinuation 
of themselves into the controversey among the landlords and tenants in Eastern Arkansas, And among 
the striking coal miners in Kentucky, distribution of circulars relating to the coming trial of Willis 
Hungate in the courts of Mena and like activities. All of which I understand to be in perfect keeping 
with the instructions eminating from the Commonwealth party of the United States, the Communistic 

Party of Russia and the Union International which is the over=lord of all of the other Communistic 
organizations, Our people at Mena are very resentful of the date line "Mena, Arkansas", given to all 
dispatches going out from Commonwealth over the Associated Press, and as you have already been inform- 
ed, the Chamber of Commerce at Mena published strong resolutions from there about two years ago and 
informed the World that Commonwealth College was not located at Mena, but eleven miles out of such a 
matter, West of Mena in a sparsely settled community out on the Oklahoma line and stated further that 
the so-called school or college was not patronized by the people of Mena nor of Polk County and had 
very few students from the State of Arkansas, and they are still resentful and do all they can do to 
offset the stigma which that college attaches to the town and to the people of Mena and Polk County, 

by reason of the false representation that the thing is located at Mena, 


' “ ; j | 
Mr. Pipkin, I have what purports to be a cop of a letter under date’ of October 25th, 1954, addressed @- 
to Mr. W. R. Dyess, State Relief Administrator, Little Rock, Arkansas, signed by C., F. Klinefelter, 
Assistant Director Educational Division of the F. E. R., As, Will you state where you got this letter? . 
I don't know that the person who obtained this copy for me would want to’ be quoted or would want me to 
use his names I have not asked permission to do. so, but I asked a person connected with the State 


' Relief Administration to get me this information and this was sent to me inresponse to that request. I 


had been hearing that the institution out there was receiving aid from that source and I wanted to 

know whether or not it was true, that my government was warming the asp in its bosom, and if'so I wanted 
to know why and I wanted if possible for the fact of decency and the view of things that are right, to 
have it stopped, if they were doing it. Therefore, I requested definite and reliable information and 


since receiving this letter which I am sure you ean verify by application to the State Relief Administratiol 
office, I have made some inquiries as to why one, Lucien Koch, would have so devilish much influence with 
authorities in Washington, and have been reliably informed that- one, Mr. Aubrey Williams, who it is said 

in that letter agreed to apprové this institution for participating’ in the program, meaning the program 

of educational aid from the Emergency Relief Administration, was a class mate of Lucien Koch in the Univer- 
sity, whibh they both attended, the University of Wisconsin, IT believe. 


Qe Will you introduce that purported copy as Exhibit "A" to your testimony? | 
A. I do. 


Qe You know, of course that our committee has been to Mena to investigate this Aaaa 
Ae I do. 


Qe Now since that investigation do you have any knowledge or reliable information with reference to activities 
on behalf of the college in writing letters to people autside of Arkansas and other places for the purpose 

= of building up sentiment against this investigation? 

A. Well, of course I have seen a dispatch in the paper to Justice Brandies, of the Supreme Court of the United 
States and I have seen numerous responses of Lucien Koch as quoted by the papers and have been reliably ._ 
informed that a bunch from the Commonwealth institution have been sending numerous communications to Moscow, 
Russia. I consider that information reliable, but prefer not to use the name of my informants. 


Q. Mr. Pipkin, you stated while ago that you were the attorney for the present Mrs. Lucien Kich in procuring . 
a decree for.a.divorce for her from her former husband, Frederick B, Maxham, I believe you further~stated 
that Lucien Koch's present wife was named Irene Merrill Maxham, I notice on "the quarterly entitled "Windsor 
Quarterly" which is edited at Commonwealth College, that on the face appears "Edited by Frederick B. Maxhan, 
Irene Merrill, is this the m B. Maxham that wafm the husband of" Irene Merrill? $ 


Ae He was. ‘ 


Qe Did he Liye on the campus ae Commonwealth? ; 
Ae At the time of my first visit out there to see her about getting the divorce, he @id ote 


Q. Did he ever live there? 
A. He came there on the lOth of October, 1954, I understand. 
Q. Is he there now? ' 
Ae No. 


aoe you procured a divorce in the Polk Chancery Court for Irene Merrill Maxham from Frederich Bi Maxham? 
eo Yes. 


Q. When? 
Ae January Sth, 1935. , . 


Q. And that Irene Merrill Maxham that is mentioned there as one of the editors of that magazine is the Irene 
Merrill Maxham for whom you obtained the divorce? ’ ‘ 
Ae Yes. : on 


* 
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Q. After you obtained that divorce did Irene Merrill or Irene Merrill Maxham, being the same parties, marry 


Lucien Koch? 
A. She told me that she did that, is all that I know about ite 


+ 


Q.e Do you know where Irene Merrill Maxham was born, and what colleges, if any, she attended? 
A. She did not tell me her nativity, but she told me, I believe, that she attended the University of Utah 


at Salt Lake, 
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Y FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION Y 
| WASHINGTON, D. C. . . 


October 25, 1934, 


. 


Mr. W. R. Dyess, 
State Relief Administrator, > 
Little Rock, Arkansas, . 


Dear Mr. Dyess: i 


Mr. Lucien Koch, President of Commonwelath College at Mena, Arkansas, has been here 
in the office presenting the claim of his institution as a special: case for participation in the 
college student aid program. After consideration of the facts involved, Mr. Aubrey Williams agreed 
to approve this institution for participating in the program under the same conditions as set forth 
in Mr. Hopkins! letter of July rå, namely, that it will be entitled to an allotment of funds based 
on 12% of the full time enrollment as of October L5th, 1954. 


Mr. Koch will have an official affidavit executed by the Acting Direqhor of the College 
and mailed to you at an early date. Upon receipt of the affidavit, you are PRERE OER authorized by 


* ; 
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He 


Mr. Williams, to make an allotment of funds available to the institution, effective the first of 
November. After approval by you and the State Superintendent, the affidavit should be sent in 
here for our file. 


I am senfing a copy of this letter to Superintendent Phipps so that he will have a 
clear understanding of the situations 


: Very sincerely yours, 


(s) C. F. Klinefelter, we 
Asste Director, i 
Educational Diviaion,, 
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„ROBERT M. BERRY, FIRST HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN UPON HIS OATH, TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS, TO—WIT: 
BY MR. SHAVER. ` 


à State your name, 
Ae Robert M; Berry. 


Q. Where do you live? 
A. Mena, Arkansas. , 


Qe How long have you lived in Mena? 
A. Since 1918. 


Q. Where were you born? 
A. Born in Ohio, came here from Illinois. 


Q. What was your business in Illinois? . . _ i o . ee 
Ae Newspaper. 


Q What is your business at the present ‘time in Mena? 
A. At the present time I am County Administrator of the F. BE. R. A. 


Qe How long have you held this position? 
Ae Since April, 1954. 


Qe Are you in any other business at the present time? 
Ae No, prior to that time I was with the Mena Star.. 


Q» Do you own any interest in the Mena Star? 
Ae Ido, a small interest. 


Qe Who controls the editorial policy of that paper? 
Ernest St. John, editor and owner and son of the original founder, V, W. St. John. 


Q. Do you have any connection with the Associated Press? 
Ae None what ever, 


Q» Have you had aax in the past.? 

Ae. None. I have the local correspondence of the Gazette and the Fort Smith paper, but have had not had 
connection with the Associated Press. News items coming out of Mena, Marked "Mena, Arkansas, Ae Pe . 
ugually originate in Little Rock or Fort Smith or Texarkana. In other words, news from Little Rock, 


Fort Smith, or Texarkana would be given a Mena date line? 


Q.e Have you been responsible for any of these news items with the Associated Press? 
Ae No sir. 


Qe Do you know about when Commonwealth College was located at Mena? 
A. It came ahere I think in 1923. 


Qe Do you now ‘ox have you lived close to the present location of the College? 
A. No sir, however since there has been a college, I have been at Mena, and have been familiar with the 
college in location. The College was originally located East of Mena at Ink, 


Qe Have you had such familiarity with the college as to visit the college and know the habits of the 


students and professors? 
Ae Well, nothing more than what I have observed the times I have been there. In other words, I did not 


visit them often, but only made occasional visits. . 


\ 


Q. Would those visits be as often as once a week? 
Ae No sir. In other words, whenever I went to Commonwealth I had some purpose to go for. 


Qe Are you personally acquainted with Lucien Koch? | 
the Yeg, 
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“With Bill Cunningham? aan f A 
Yes. . : 
With Bob Brown? - 
I just barely know Bob Brown,. I know Clay Fulks and Chucky, that is Mrs. Charlotte Moskowitz. She 
is Raymond Koch's wife. ; 


. Who is Lucien Kochłs wife? 


Her name is Irene Merrill Maxham. She came there as Mrs. Frederick B, Maxham. She came there and 
got a divorce. -Mr. Pipkin got her a divorce and then she turned around and married Lucien Koch. I 
met her at the college once when piloting some folks out to see Commonwealth and @ee what it looked 


like. 


Have you talked with the above people with rererence to what they teach at Commonwealth? 
No, I don't believe that I ever did. A l 


d e 


Do you know what they teach? 
Nothing, anymore than what I heard Bill Cunningham say when the committee was there a week ago last 


Saturday, and then something Mr, Fulks said. 


What did you hear Bill Cunningham say? . 
Well, I could not repeat very much of it, but I understand they teach various phases of labor education, 


mainly economics. I did not pay very close attention to what he said. . 


Did you see the news item the next day after the Committee left Mena, ' quoting Bill Cunningham with 
reference to this teaching at Commonwealth? 
Yes, I read that. 


v 


Did you hear him make that statement? 
Not all of it. I was talking to a couple of newspaper men and I just heard a snatch of it. 


Did you hear him nake the statement as quoted in the newspaper? 
No, I could not say that I did. There was a couple of men just talking, asking what they taught and 
he started talking and I moved on and did not hear, but I do recall that he said something about labor 


education and labor movements. I could not bevin to repeat his words. 


àre you acquainted in a general way with the student body? . 
I know quite a number of them and have over a period o ee Out of the present group I don't know 
very many, Since Dr. 4Zeuch left I have not had much cdéntact with the college. 


From your knowledge state whether the student body is Gomposed of or has ever been composed of native 
Arkansas students or whether the student body is a transitory body coming from all parts of the United 
States and always on the move? 

I would say that nine out of ewery ten students had came from outside of the State. In fact, I have 
made personal contact with the students and find they come from New York, Illinois, California and ` 
other states. A great many of them come AEON NON York City and the surrounding towns like Newark and 


Brooklyn, getting a few from Chicago. : er 


Do you know how Long they would usually stay? 
Most of those students would stay through a term, sometimes they iene stay pwo terms, very seldom 


would they stay three terms. 


What is a term in that college? ` 
I could not tall you, but I think it is about three months. 


Do you know of the general nationality of the students as to foreign extraction or American extraction? 
Well, I could not give you any percentage on that, Senator, but I would say they have more Germans there, 
but I can't give you their names. There have been two or three Russians there and two or three young 
men from Cuba and a big percentage of the students that I have known’ there in, the years past are not 
Americans, but just far removed they are from Europe I would not say, but if they are Americans, they 


are a type of the product of the melting pot that we are not familiar with. You understand, Senator, 


we have some American families with foreign names who are native born. 


Are you acquainted with the feeling of the native people at Mena with reference to this college? 
Yes, I would say I am. 


Do the students at this college mingle with the native people in Mena and Polk County to any extent? 
Not to any graat extent? 


‘Do the native people at Mena dnd Polk County mingle with the students and pee TE at Commonwealth 


College? 
Not any more. Not at the present time. 


Now what is the general fee ling of the native people of Mena and Polk County with referance to this cpl- 


lege? 
I would say that the big percentage of our people dislike Commonwealth. 


Do you know why? 
My opion is that it is largely due to the fact that in recent years Commonwelath bas ceased to be an 


educational institution and has become largely a school for agitation. 


What kind ‘of agitators? 
Labor agitators. 


Qe 


_ publicity is pronounced, they thrive on ite 


Agitating what? : f — a 
Well, maybe I can explain it better this aes You see wherever there is a labor disturbance or 

trouble with the labor and the employers, Commonwealth sends a delegation to that point. In recent 

years they have sent represantatives of their group to the Coal strikes in Illinois to the farm 

holiday disturbance in Iowa, to the coal trouble in Kentucky, also they have sent representatives & 
to a National convention at "Washington. I don't know the exact name of it, but it was part of that 

same holiday movement that was so strong in the North a few years ago, More recently Commonwealth 
sent a delegation to Eastern Arkansas to some sort of a shore croppers trouble over there. About 
the same time they sent a delegation to Fort Smith, where there was a demonstration by the workers 
employed on the E. R. A. relief projects. Those are the only places I recall now where they have 
sent representatives. 


= 
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Have you ever talked with any of these students or teadhers that went to these various points of 
disturhances with reference to their purpose of going yerat 

Yes, I have. x : ` 

Will you state what that conversation was? 

I don’t recall the exact conversation I had at the time, nor do I recall the name of those I was talk- 
ing to, but I do remember that after the delegation came back from the Coal mine disorder in Kentucky, 
I talked to one or two members of the group, claiming to have been whipped out there and they justified 
their trip by stating they had to help the striking miners now, just what purpose they hoped to achieve 
there was never made clear to me, I formed an opinion, but have never known, 
What was that opinion? ‘ 

My opinion was, they simply sent out to these scenes of strife and took part in these disorders simply 
with the solè idea of getting some publicity for Commonwealth, because in my opinion, their desire is 


> 


t 


I was just in there a few minutes the time the committee was there, 


+ 


Have you been in what is known as the Museum of Social Change? 


Have you been in the Library there? 
I have never examined any of their books or paid mush attention to their papers. . 


Do you. know. wsaether they are Communists in that Sehosy, either students or brote soret, ` 

I can't say that I do. I met a couple of students out: there that I classed as reds or Communists be- 
cause of their talk and other things, but I just classed them that way, I have no direct knowledge that 
they are Communists. Within the last year there has been a group at Commonwealth that-has been seeking 
to stir up an organization amongst those on relief rolls in Polk County, attempting to- set up an organ- 
ization of the unemployed. I class those fellows as "Reds" without having: reason to call them "Reds" 
any more than I would call them "Blues", but whether or not they are Communists I would not say. 


How many people are on the relief rolls in Polk County? 

Our last report shows 748 families, We don’t count them as individuals, we count then as families. 

Is anybody at Commonwealth College attempting to stir up trouble among the relief workers in your 
county? 

No, these organizations they the Commonwealth students sought to arata. there had this significant 

term “unite and demand more relief", Their contention was that if they could get this group solidified 
and organized they would bring some pressure on some body to get them more relief, work and clothes. 


You have been successful in keeping down such organizations? 

We have never had a demonstration there of any kind. In other words, my policy has been wherever they '° 
sought-to organize in these local communities not to try to stop them, and not to try to stop their S- 
meetings, because we have: at this time enough peple in Polk County, ’ who cannot be seduced or misled 

into doing anything wrong. They affected a semblance of an organization at Center point, Alder Springs 

Shady Grove, old Potter, Ink and even tried one out in the Chairmants home community at Grystal Hill. 


Instead of attempting to choke off.these meetings, my idea was to just let them: talk thems@lves to 


death. In fact, I attended one or two of the meetings myself. None of those organizations lasted 
very long because the people there did not take kindly to the idea of these Commonwelathers running 
things, and there is not one of these local organizations that they started last August and September 
that is in existence today. 


Do you know anything about the moral habits of the students at Commonwealth? 
Nothing only what I have been told, i 


© 
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What was that? : l 

I have heard some of the folks out there in that community say they-are very careless about their dress. 
The boys and girls appearing in’ shorts in summer and often when they go swimming, failing to take along 
bathing suits. But as regards their morals, I don't anything more than just hearsay. 

Do you Know whether any of the students or professors teach or advocate the overthrow of the Government? 
I have never heard of that. d 


What is the general belief about what is taught and advocated there? 

From the, conversations I have had with the members of the Commonwealth group, what they call the ‘Social 
change. That‘is what I understand from them, is to be brought about by the development of changing 

habits of thinking on the part of our people so that they would favor in a legal manner the abolishment 
or plantation system and the institution of cooperative or socialistic government and control of 
nadustry. A 


I notice you have a letter addressed to “Editor, Mena Star, Mena, Arkansas," under date of January 15th, 
1935, signed by Atley Delaney of Commonwealth College, where dia’ you eet this letter? 


~Á 
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Dear Sir: 


A, I got that from the Star office, 


Qe Will you introduce that letter as exhibit "A" to your taabimony? a ; 
A, I will, 


Qe -My. Berry,: you have prépared a written statement with reference to the influence of Commonwealth 
Colleges in county politics in Polk County, have you Hop: 


ro 


Ae I have. 
Qe “Will you siei poepeduce that statement as exhibit "B" to your aan 
A. I will. 
oook ok kkk 

EXHIBIT "A" 
Commonwealth College 
Mena, Arkansas 
January 13, 1935 

Editor 

Mena Star ` i l 3 


Mena, Arkansas 


Will ee oe insert the following item: This is to go in the Monday issue for the 


ARKANSAS RELIEF LEAGUE. cee 


The Arkansas Relief League will meet tonight at the Courthouse 
at 7;50. The guest speaker for the evening will be Atley De- 
laney, an organizer in the nation-wide movement for organized 
un-employment relief. His topic ae be "Relief and Results”. 


Thank you for this courtesy. 


Very truly yours, 


(signed) Atley Delaney 
AT:ml : l 


EXHIBIT "p" 


By Robert M. Berry, Mena, Arkansas 


As an observer and at times a partizipant in Polk County politics over a period of twenty years, 
it is my honest conviction and earnest contention that Commonwealth College has had no influence upon our 
electorate in the development of radical political tendencies. As proof the writer submits facts and figures 
from the official election returns of Polk county. To put it another way, the writer contends that Folk 
County voters have too much good common sense to be deceived by radical political utterances and that the 
growth of the radical vote here has decreased instead of increased during the period Commonwealth pebieee 
has been located in the Ouachita highlands. 


In 1916 Dr. C. H, Brough was elected governor of Arkansas, Polk County gave him 1242 votes, 
Wallace Townsend,(rep.) got 434 votes. The socialist party had a ticket in Polk County that year, and the 
votes for difference candidates was as follows: E. W, Perin, Presidential proctor, 167 votes: Wm. Davis, 


Governor, 221 votes; R. B. Lane, County Judge, 224 votes, 


Commonwealth College was operating when the 1928 at suttol was held. Al Smith get 870 votes for 
president and Hoover got 1022, being the first Republican candidate for president to carry Polk County. The 
ratat Socialist vote for president was 14 that year in Polk County, 


In 1932 Roosevelt carried Polk County with a total vote of 1545. Hoover got 218. Coin Harvey, & 
the Liberty nominee got 56 votes and Norman Thomas, the Socialist nominee got 29. There was not a Communist 
vote for president that year in Polk County. This’ same year Clay Fulks, a member of the Commonwealth group, 
ran for governor on two tickets. The official vote \shows that the influence of Commonwealth was so strorg 
that he got 35 votes on the Liberty ticket and only 5 on the Socialist. Coney, a Communist, got exactly 7 
votes in all of Polk County for governor. Three of these seven votes were cast in Mena and not a single 
Communist vote was cast in the precinct in which Commonwealth is located. At this same election Governor 


Futrell get 1689 votes, 


“moa rN 
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7 - Commonwealth had another chance in the 1934 election to prove its power in influence of the 
local electorate, The official returns show that Governor Futrell got 1526 votes; Ledbetter the Repub- 
lican got 78 votes and Butler, the Socialist 63. As this same election the Socialists nominated Billy 
Gilbert of Ink as their candidate for representative, Gilbert is a friend of Commonwealth and a likeable 
fellow, yet the best he could do was to muster 135 votes in the entire county. Marcus L. Miller, our 
present capable member of the house, got 1319 votes. l 


v 
l 
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A comparison of these election figures, taken from the files of the Mena Star, and being 
the tabulation of the offical returns show the following significant facts, In 1916 before Commonwealth _ 
came to Polk County, the Socialists recorded 224 votes for Lane, a local candidatg and 221.for the party 


nominee for governor. 
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Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 14, 1935, 
MR.. SPEAKER: i E l 
‘I am instructed by the Senate to inform Your Honorable Body of the passage of House Bill No. 427 
by Budget donmi tta; the same being A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED: “An Act to make appropriation for the - 
miadntenance: of the Arkansas History Commission;" and I hereby return same to you. 
Respectfully, 


E. L, FARRIS P 
“SECRETARY. : 


THE SENATE 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
a | l 'March 14, 1935. ‘ 

MR. SPEAKER: l 

I am instructed by the Senate to inform Your Honorable Body of the failure of passage of 
House Bill No. 211, a substitute for House Bill No. 171 by Representative Gooch of Cross, the same being 
A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED: “An Act to define the crime of sedition and to prescribe the punishment > 
therefor; to define the crime of possessing seditious literature with intent to circulate, and to prescribe 
the punishment therefor, and for other purposes;" also, House Bill No. 470 by Budget Committee, the same being 
A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED: "An Act to improve the telephone service at the Capitol Building, and for 
other purposes;" also, House Bill No. 526 by Budget Committee, the same being A BILL FOR AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED: 
"An Act to make supplemental appropriation for the Piftieth General Assembly;" and I hereby return’ same 


to you. 

Respectfully, 

` j F 
SECRETARY ` 
THE SENATE 
~ Little Rock, Arkansas, Pu 
March 14, 1955, 

MR. SPEAKER; i 


~ 


I am instructed by the Senate to inform Your Honorable Body of the return of House Bilis, 
Numbers 34, 58, 73, 90, 94, 100, 111, 116, 128, 188, 192, 267, 269, 314, 331, 343, 350, 454, 479, 508, 
and 501 that Died on the Calendar. | 
Respectfully, 


: Ee Le FARRIS. 
i 
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t THE SENATE 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 14, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 
I am inutraated by the Senate to inform Your Honorable Body of the return to you of 
- House Concurrent Resolutions, Numbers 1, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 21 and 22 that no action was taken; 
alo, House Joint Resolution No. 12; also, House Concurrent Memorials, Numbers 5, 4 anā 5 that no 


action was taken and died on Calendar. 
i Respectfully, 


l Ee De FARRIS 
'- SECRETARY ` 


THE SENATE 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
karch 14, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: . 

I Si instructed by the Senate to inform Your Honorable Body of the Senate's concurrence in 
of House Concurrent Memorial No. 2 by Representative McCall of Saline, the same being A RESOLUTION 
MEMORTALIZING FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF CONGRESS TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO SUPPLY DIRECT SMALL LOANS TO 

* FINANCIALLY DISTRESSED FARMERS, ETC. and I hereby return same to you. | 
Respectfully, 


E 
SECRETARY 


Mrs. Hurst of Washington, Chairman of the Committee on Enrolled Bills made the following 
reports; l 
HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ; , 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
P=) January 23, 1955. | 


MR. SPEAKER; 
l We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Concurrent Memorial No. l 
by Representatives Underhill of White and Grider of Bradley beg leave to report that we have carefully 
: compared the enrolled copy with the original and we find the same correctly enrolled, 
| Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. HURST 


3 CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTE® ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
- March 20, 1955. 
MR. SPEAKER: 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom wag referred House Concurrent Memorial 
No. £ by Representative MoCall of Saline beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled 
copy with the original and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, 


KEG -HURST ee ee ae 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


* 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES . 
Little Rock, Arkansas, 


\ l : l February 18, 1935. 


+ 


MR. SPEAKER: 
. We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Concurrent Memorial No. 6 
by Representative Moore of Desha beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy 


withthe original and we find the same correctly enrolled. Sa 
` Respectfully submitted, 


~ 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
February 26, 1935. 


MR. SPEAKER: l , 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to thom was referred House Concurrent Memorial No. 7 


by Representative Proctor of Calhoun beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy 


with the original, and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
-= Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST EEA T 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18, 1955. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred Hoss Concurrent Memorial No. 8 
by E McCall of Saline beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy 
with the original and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


-~ 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. HURST 
~ CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
February 10, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER; ; 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Joint Resolution No. 10 
By Representative McCall of Saline beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy 
with the original ai ae the same correctly enrolled. : 
Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN O E COMMITTED ON ENROLLED BILLS 


7 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES | 


l Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Joint Resolution No. 18 


by Representative McCall of Saline beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled 
copy with the original and we find:‘the same correctly enrolled. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


: Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 18, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER; 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Concurrent Resolution 
i i No. 17 by Representative McCollum of Monroe beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the 
enrolled copy with the original and we find the same *correctly enrolled. 


- Respectfully submitted, 


_ MRS. HURST 
l ; . CHAIRMAN OF THE CONMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 1, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Concurrent Resolution 


No. 18 by Representative Elgin of Craighead beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the 
dnrolled copy with the original and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 

March 20, 1955. 

MR. SPEAKER: 
We, your Committes on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Concurrent Resolution 

No. 20 by Representative Miller of, Polk beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the 

enrolled copy with the original and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS é HURS ` 
GHATRMAN Of THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


Wa 
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HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 18, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 


F 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 6 by Representative 


Berry of Marion beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 


and-we find the same correctly enrolled. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST RE SN I ee 
) CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF’ REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 37 by Representative 


Colvin of Perry beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. ` 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 39 by Representative 


Colvin-of Perry beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


Respectfully ae 


MRS. HURST > 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES | 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: l 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill Nö. 72 by Representative 


McCall of. Saline beg leave to repens that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the sia 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. : l i i 3 


| 
Respectfully submitted, a 

i : i | 
MRS. HURST : | 
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HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 
| . We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 80 by Representative 
Butt of Carroll beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. | 
| Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: . 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 88 by Mrs. Hurst .- 
of Washington; aiios Hòpse Bill No. 95 by Representative Maner of Garland beg leave to report that | 


we have carefully compared the enrolled copies with,the originals and we find the same correctly 


enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, 


“MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER; 
i We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 103 by Representative 
Boulware of Lafayette beg leave to report that we have ea compared the eer copy with the 
original and we find the same corréctly enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


LIE LINAS AETR ESERE ANGE SOONER 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 

We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 115 by 
Representative Childers of Lawrence; also, House Bill No. 129 by Representative Crawford of Union 
beg Leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copies with the originals and we 
find the same correctly enrolled. ` ` 


\ 


Respectfully submitted, 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 15, 1935. 
. MR. SPEAKER: 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was roterred House Bill No. 155 by Speaker Thorn 


of Poinsett beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the ‘enrolled copy with the original and we 
find the same correctly enrolled. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
+ MR. SPEAKER: 


March 20, 1935. i 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 154 by Speaker Thorn 


f Poinsett beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original and 
we find the same correctly enrolled. 


— Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 22, 1935. ` 
MR. SPEAKER: 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 189 by Representative 


Toland of Howard beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. | 


Respectfully submitted, 


UDe HURST ee ce ee eee eee eee 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 19, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 202 by Representative 


Gooch of 'Crosa beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original and 
we find the same correctly enrolled. 


Š Respectfully subùitted, ; ‘ 


= 5 
MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


eee” MR. SPEAKER: . 
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HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


: Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20,. 1935. 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bilis to whom was referred House Bill No. 218 by Representative 


Hardgrave of Johnson beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the 


original and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


hits 


MR. SPEAKER; 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


i Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18,.1955. 


pron 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 219 by Representative 


Hardgrave of Johnson beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the 


original and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


MR. SPEAKER: 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
GHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


-7 Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18, .1935. 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 220 by Representative 


Rowell of Jefferson beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the 


original and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


MR. SPEAKER: 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 222 by Committee 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 


on Banks beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original and 


we find the same correctly enrolled. 


Ag 


a 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


SRE Earn ana RE 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18, 1935. | 
' MR, SPEAKER; , 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 224 by Representative 
Burke of Lee beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original and 
we find the same correctly enrolled. 
| “Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


| Little Hock, Arkansas, 
March 18, 1935. 
` MR. SPEAKER: 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 225 by Representative 
McCollum of Monroe beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 


and we find the same correctly enrolled.. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHATRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
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HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 20, 1935. 
. MR. SPEAKER: 


= 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 233 by Representative 
McHaney of Pulaski beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 18, 1935. 


» MR. SPEAKER: £ 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 234 by' Representative 
Milwee of Sevier beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST __. 
y CHAIRMAN O E COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 

MR. SPEAKER: a 
| l We, your Committee on. Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 239 by Representative 


Garner of Columbia beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the ‘enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ss MRS. HURST l 
i CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


S 
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'HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 19, 1955. 
MR. SPEAKER: | 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 240 by Representative 


Warfield of Chicot; also, House Bill No. 241 by Representative Warfield of Chicot beg leave to report 


that we have carefully compared the enrolled copies with the originals and we find the same correctly 
enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, 


| MRS. HURST 
CHATRNAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BITLS ~~ 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House-Bill No. 252 by Representative 


Moore of Desha beg leave to report that we have carefully compared. the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


= 


, ~ HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


x Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 22, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 256 by Representative 


Carter of Miller beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


\ 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHA OF TH TEE ON ENROLLED BIL 


= 


AAS 
voted 


©. l HALL OF THE HOUSE, OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1955. ` | 
MR. SPEAKER: 

l We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. .257 by Representative 
Buerkle of Arkansas; roe House Bill No. 258 by Representative Killian of Drew; also, House Bill No. 261 
by Representative Moore of Desha beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copies 

‘with the originals and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
l Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST : 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


D | ‘HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: . 

‘We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 264 by Representative 
Chrisp of Pulaski beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 


and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
‘ Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 


CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


a i | | es . March 20, 1935. 


MR. SPEAKER: 
« We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 270 by Representatives. 
McHaney of Pulaski and Rowell of Jefferson; also, House Bill No. 280 by Penitentiary Committee; also, 
House Bill No. 285 by Representative Hampton of Lee beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the 
enrolled copies with the originals and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
E Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. HURST 


GHATRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
r l Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 


MR. SPEAKER: 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 304 by Representative Baker 


of Jackson; also, House Baill No. 308 by Representative Rowell of Jefferson; also, House Bill No. 322 by 
Representative Clenget of Conway beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copies 
with the originals and we find the same correctly enrolled. 

Respectfully submitted, VON, 


. | 5 . MRS. HURST ` 
E .CHALRMAN OF THE CONMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


> \ > 


: 
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HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
l Eo a March 21, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: | l 

We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill ‘No. 323 by ‘Representative 
Carter of Miller beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


ec tis Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 327 by Representative 
McCall of Saline beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, 


t 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


l Little Rock, Arkansas, 
; l March 22, 1935. 
NR. SPEAKER; 
. We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 342 by Representative 
i Underhill of White beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
: Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
i CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE ÒF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 346 by Mra. Hurst 
of Washington beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
, and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


©- 


Y HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
“> l " Little Rock, Arkansas, 


i March 22, 1935. 
"MR. SPEAKER: 
l We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 351 by- Representative 
McCollum of Monroe beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


Z i ` Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


oe 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


. ; March 18, 1935. 
“MR. SPEAKER; | 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 352 by: Representative 
Pilkington of Hempstead beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
i _ Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST PIEPER A EOT EE EAEL ESAE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
"MR. SPEAKER: 
T We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 354 by Representative 


Cummings of Washington beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original. 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. | j y 
Respectfully submitted, m 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES : 
Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 22, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER; 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill Now. 370 by Representative 
“> Garner of Columbia beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, : 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, . 
March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER; ) 

) We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 376 by Speaker 
Thorn of Poinsett beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the 
original and we find the same correctly enrolled. 

Respectfully submitted, 


MES. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
Mareh 22, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: | | 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 377 by Representative 
Crawford of Mississippi beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the 
original and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
‘MR. SPEAKER: l 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 379 by Representative 
Clerget of Conway; aiba: House Bill No. 390 by Representative Moore of Desha beg leave to report that 
we have carefully compared the enrolled copies with the originals and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, 
es GHATRUAN OF THE COMNTTTER ON ENROLLED BIL 
HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
: Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 15, 1955. 
MR. SPEAKER: | 
We, your Committee’ on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 403 by Mrs. Hurst 
of Washington and Representative Wilkes of Phillips © beg leave to report that we have carefully 
compared the enrolled copy with the original and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
| | Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIR E COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


ae | | | SEa 


, HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
. l : Little Rock, Arkansas, 
fo . , ~ March 20, 1935, 


MR. SPEAKER; 
© We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No, 404 by Reprasentative 
Fox .of Independence beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. i 
Respectfully submitted, 
. MRS: HURST 
' CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


| | ` (Little Rock, Arkansas, 
@ 3. March 22, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: | 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 407 by Representative 
Childers of Lawrence beg leave to report that we have carefully compared. the enrolled copy with the original 
and we find the same correctly enrolled. í 
Respectfully submitted, 


MAS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18, 1935. - 


& MR. SPEAKER: 


Watson of Clay; also, House Bill No. 412 by Budget Committee beg leave to report that we have carefully 


We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom. was referred House Bill No. 411 by Representative 


“ag 


compared the enrolled apices with the ores nerk and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1955. 

MR. SPEAKER: | 

. l Mey, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 414 by Budget Committee; 

® alao, House Bill No. 415 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 416 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill 


- 


ban 


+ 


No. 417 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 418 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 419 


3 - By Budget Committee; ‘also, House Bill No. 420 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 421 by 
+ Budget Committee; gia. House Bill No. 422 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 425 by 
Budget Committee beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copies with the 
originals and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, 


- MRS. HURST. 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
` ' March 25, 1935. 


MR. SPEAKER; - 
| We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom.was referred House Bill No. 427 by Budget 


Committee beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original and 
we find the same correctly enrolled, 
Respectfully submitted, 


‘MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 


MR. SPEAKER: : 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 4352 by Representatives 
Woolsey of Franklin and Thomas of Hot Spring; also, House Bill No. 433 by Budget Committee; also, &- 


House Bill No. 434 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 435 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill 
No. #36 by Budget Committees -bdg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copies with 


the originals and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


i 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST a et nt ee ace, 
‘ CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 22, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: l 

We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 437 by Budget 
Committee ; also, House Bill No. 438 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 439 by Budget Committee; 


also, House Bill No, 440 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 441 by Budget Committee; also, House 
Bill No. 442 by Budget Committee beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copies 
with the originals and we find the same correctly enrolled. . py l 


Respectfully submitted, f a 
MRS. HURST ` 


GHATRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
. March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 
l We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 455 by Representative 
McHaney of Pulaski beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 


4 


and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


1, ~ 


Respectfully submitted, ` 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


tr 


Reo . March 22, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: y , i 
ne - We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 457 by Budget Committee 
beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original and we find the 
same correctly enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 


Sa EN Se ID SY RE ED EE EL DI EI EI TE OT aE ATE ETE TST SENET SELES 


CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 467 by Budget Committee: 
beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original and we find the 


same correctly enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTED ON ENROLLED BILLS 


‘HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
| March 22, 1935. 
- MR, SPEAKER: ` 
We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 468 by Budget Committee 
‘beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original and we find the 


same correctly enrolled. i i 
` o i Respectfully submitted, 


i MRS. HURST 


CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


i i À an 4 


fy” 
ee: 
HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
eee | Little Rock, Arkansas, 
i l l March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: l =- 
, We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 469 by Budget 
Committee; also, House Bill No. 471 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 472 by Budget Committee; 
also, House Bill No. 480 by Carter of Miller; also, House Bill No. 481 by Budget Committee; also, 
House Bill No. 497 by, Representative Raney of Woodruff beg leave to report that we have carefully 
compared the enrolled copies’with the originals and we find the same correctly enrolled. 
: see l Respectfully submitted, 
a MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
: Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
"MR. SPEAKER: 
i We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 500 by ` 
Federal Relations Committee; also, House Bill No. 502 by Federal Relations Committee; - also, House 
Bill No. 504 by Representative Rye of Pope; also, House Bill No. 509 by Budget Committee beg leave 
< to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copies with the setainaie and we find the same 
correctly enrolled. 
Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
f HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Little Rock, Arkansas, 
l March 22, 1935. 
yo MR. SPFAKER: l 
ia We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 518 by Representative 


Raney of Woodruff beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 


and we find the same correctly enrolled. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


« l - HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
i ; .. March 20, 1955. 
MR. SPEAKER: l i : G- 
` | We, your Committee on Enrolled Bills to whom was referred House Bill No. 524 by Representative 
McCollum of Monroe beg leave to report that we have carefully compared the enrolled copy with the original 


and we find the same correctly enrolled. ; 
Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. HURST 


CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTERS ON ENROLLED BILLS 


MR. SPEAKER: : | | | 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
January 23, 19353 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 23 day of January 1935, — J 
at 1:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Concurrent Memorial No.`1.by Mr. Underhill 
of White and Mr. Grider of Bradley. a 


Respectfully, 
MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER; ' : 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20 day of March 1935, 


at 11:00 o'clock A. a deliver to the Governor for his approval House Concurrent Memorial No. 2 by 
Mr. McCall of Saline. 
E 


me 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE OW ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ne ~ ee ee 


- Little Rock, Arkansas, 


February 18, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 


~ 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 18th day of February 


1935, at 3:00 o'clock P. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Concurrent Memorial No. 6 


by Mr. Moore of Desha. 
Respectfully, ' 


MRS. HURST 
CHATRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON TROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


February 26, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 26th day of February 1935, 


at 2:00 o'clock Pe M.,deliver to the Governor for his approval House Concurrent Memorial No. 7 by 


Mr. Proctor of Calhoun. 
Respectfully, ` 


MRS. HURST Speer eae Soe 
\ ; ° CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTES On ENROLLED -BILLS 


+ 


MR. SPEAKER: 


no ary 
Topo mx 


HALL OF THE HOUSE 


a a a 


we 7 


OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18, 1955, 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, ön ‘this, the 18th day of 


March 1935, at 10:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Concurrent 


Memorial No. 8 by Mr. McCall of Saline. 


MR. SPEAKER: 


Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


À Little Rock, Arkansas, . 


February 10, 1935. 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, thds, the 10th day of 


February 1935, at 10:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Joint Resolution 


No. 10 by Mr. McCall of Saline. 


MR. SPEAKER; 


t 


Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES o 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, ‘on this, the 20th day of March 


1935, at 11:00 o'clock A. M. deliver to the Governor for his approval House Joint Resolution No. 18 


by Mr. McCall of Saline. 


MR. SPEAKER: 


a 


Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18, ‘1935. 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on ‘this, the 18th day of March 


1935, at 10:00 o'clock A. M.e, deliver to the Governor for his approval House Concurrent Resolution 


No. 17 by Mr. McCollum of Monroe. 


1 


Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST ` 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


t 


MR. SPEAKER: 


tory 
we MD 


HALL OF THE. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 1, 1935. 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the lst day of March 1935, 


at 11:00 O'clock A. M.e, deliver to the Governor for his approval Houge Concurrent Resolution No. 18 by 


Mr. Elgin of Craighead. 


MR. SPEAKER; 


Respectfully, i 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


; l 23 F 
HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES l > 


» 
aa 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935, 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 1955, 


at 11:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Concurrent Resolution No. 20 by 
Mr. Miller of Polk.. 


MR. SPEAKER: 


at 10:00 


» MR. SPEAKER: 


Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST i Zo 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


- Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18, 1935. 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 18th day of March 1955, 
o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 6 by Mr. Berry of Marion. 


Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENAOLLED BILLS 


| HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 1955, 


at 11:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 37 by Mr. Colvin of Perry; 
also, House Bill No. 39 by Mr. Colvin of Perry. 


fm 


re 


Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


7 ai 
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HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


B i Little Rock, Arkansas, 
, | | i March 18, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 18th day of March 
19355, at 10:00 o'clock A. M.e, deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 7% by Mr. McCall 


of Saline. 
Respectfully, 
MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS. 
` HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Little Rock, Arkansas, l 
March 20, 19535. 
MR. SPEAKER: 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 1935, 
at 11:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 80 by Mr. Butt of Carroll; 
aiso; House Bill No. 88 by Mrs. Hurst of Washington; also, House Bill No..95 by Mr. Maner of Garland. 

, Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


w 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


r 


i : Little Rock, Arkansas, ~~ 
March 18, 1955. 
MR. SPEAKER: . a ar 
a: beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 18th day of March 


1935, at 10:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 103 by 


Mr. Boulware of Lafayette. 
Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST : 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 
-~ ` I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on.this, the 20th day of March 
1935, at 11:00 ot clock As Me, deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 115 by 
Mr. Childers of Lawrence; also, House Bill No. 129 by Mr. Crawford of Union. 
Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST _ 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


© 
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SPEAKER: 
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HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
To i `> March 15, 1935.. 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 15th day of March 1935, 


at 9:45 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 153 by Speaker Thorn of Poinsett. 


MR. 


at 11:00 o'clock A. M., 


MR. 


SPEAKER; 


SPEAKER; 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 22nd day of March 1955, 


ere eee 


MRS. HURST: 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTED ON ENROLLED BELRG 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


E a sameneaeciaeD 
‘ Little Rock, Arkansas, 


X 


March 20, 1935. 


I beg leave to report to this nongresie Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 1935, 


deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 154 by Speaker Thorn of Poinsett. 
Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
` March 22, 1935. 


at 10:00 o'clock As M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 189 by Mr. Toland of Howard. 


MR. SPEAKER: 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 19th day of March 1935, 


Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE SOM T TEE on ENROLLED BILLS 


‘HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 19, 1935. 


at 3390 o'clock P. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 202 by Mr. Gooch of Cross. 


Respectfully, 


MAS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
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HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Sos Sao 
Little Rock, Arkansas, 


\ ; March 29) 1935. 


MR. SPEAKER; 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of 


March 1935, at 11:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 218 by 


Mr. Hardgrave of Johnson. 
ees 


Å MRS. HURST - 
CHAIRMAN OF THE POKET ERG ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES l 
- ; Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 18, 1935. 


MR. SPEAKER; | 
I beg tedre to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 18th day of 
March 1935, at 10:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 219 by 
Mr. Hardgrave of Johnson; also, House Bill No. 220 by Mr. Rowell of Jefferson. 
Respectfully, l | { 


MRS. HURST 
CHATRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1955. 


MR. SPEAKER:, ve 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 


1935, at:10:00 o'clock A. M.e, deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 222 by Committee 


on Banks. 
Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
= Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 18, 1935. 


f » a Ea 


MR. SPEAKER: ` 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 18th day of March 


+ 1935, at 10:00 o'clock A. Me, deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 224 by Mr. Burke 


of Lee; also, House Bill No. 225 by ur. McCollum of Monroe. 
Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


pa : March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER; 
I beg leave to report to this PORO PADIR Body that I did, on this, the 20th ‘day of March 


1935, at 10:00 o'clock A. Me, deliver to the Governor for his Ppproval House Bill No. 233 by Mr. MoHaney 


of Pulaski. 
Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18, 1935. 


MR. SPEAKER; i 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 18th day of March 


1935, -at 10:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 234 by Mr. Milwee 


of Sevier. = 
Respectfully, 


PiP C ) EE ce ee ee ee 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER; 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 1955, 
at 11:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 259 by Mr. Garner of Columbia. 
Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 19, 19355. 
MR. SPEAKER; 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 19th of March 1935, at 
3:00 o'clock P. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 240 by Mr. Warfield of Chicot; 
Also, House Bill No. 241 by Mr. Warfield of Chicot. 
Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST -: 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


poa mw o. 


= HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER; = 

ja beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 
1935, at 11;00 of clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 252 by 


' Mr. Moore of Desha. 
Respectfully, 


` l CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
j Little Rock, Arkansas, 


i March 22, 1935. 


MR. SPEAKER: 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 22nd day of March 


. 1935, at 10:00 o'clock A.'M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 256 by Mr.Carter 


of Miller. 
Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
, Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of . 
‘March 1935, at 11:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his’ approval House Bill No. 257 by 
Mr. Buerkle: of Arkansas; also, House Bill No. 258 by Mr. Killian of Drew; also, House Bill No. 261 
by Mr. Moore of Desha. 
Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18, 1935. 


MR., SPEAKER: , e. 4 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 18th day of March 
1935, at.10:00 o'clock A. M.,° deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 264 by 


\ ` X 
N 


Mr. Chrisp of Pulaski. 
Respectfully, 


> aaa 
MRS. HURST 


CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
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a _ HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 


MR. SPEAKER: l aiken 
IT beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 2Oth day of March 1935, 


Pe 


at 11:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 270 by Mr. McHaney of Pulaski 
and Rowell of Jefferson; also, House Bill No. 280 by Penitentiary Committee; also, House Bill No. 285° by | 


- 


Mr. Hampton of Lee. 
i p Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST : 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON a aa BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


‘Little Rock, Arkansas, 
Mareh-15, 1955. . 


MR. SPEAKER; se. £ e i f 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 15th day of March 1935, 
at 9:45 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 405 by Mrs. Hurst of Washingont 


and Wilkes of Phillips. 
Respectfully, 

i MRS. HURST a 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


‘ HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 18, 19355. 


ie 


MR. SPEAKER: , l 

I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the-18th day of March 1935, 
at 10:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 352 by Mr. Pilkington of 
Hempstead; also, House Bill No. 411 by Mr. Watson of Clay; also, House Bill No. 412 by Budget Committee. 


-r 


Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST eE a 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


Pa 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 


Ps ş e + 


MR. SPEAKER: . i 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 1935, 

at 11:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 390 by Mr. Moore of Desha; 

died; House Bill No. 327 by Mr. McCall of Saline: RETA House Bill No. 322 by Mr. Clerget of Conway; ses, 


a 
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House Bill No. 308 by Mr. Rowell of Jefferson; also, House Bill No. 504 by Mr. Baker of Jackson; 


also, House Bill No. 346 by Mre. Hurst of Washington, 
Respectfully, 


E 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED'BILLS 


è 


i i HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ' 
oS Í Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: , 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 
1935, at 11:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 354 by 
Mr. Cummings of Washington; - also, House Bill No. 376 by Speaker. Thorn of Poinsett; also, House Bill 


No. 379 by Mr. Clerget of Conway; also, House Bill No. 404 by Mr. Fox of Independence; also, House 
. Bill No. 414 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 415 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill 
No, 416 by Budget Committee; House Bill No. 417 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 418 by 


Budget Committee, : 
Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 


CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, © 
March 20, 1935. 


MR. SPEAKER: 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 


1935, at 10;00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 419 by Budget 


Committee. | 
Respectfully, 
MRS. HURST ane 

; CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS f 
HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
“ Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 
MR. SPRAKER: 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 
"1935, at 11:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 420 by Budget 
Committee; also, House Bill No. 421 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 422 by Budget Committee; 


also, House Bill No. 425 by Budget Committee. l l 
‘Respectfully, . | f " 


EEN MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 


MR. SPEAKER:. . 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 1955, 


at 10:00 ofclock A. M.e, deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 432 by Mr. Woolsey of Franklin, “~ 


Thomas of Hot Spring. ` Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST . 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS ; 


\ 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
| March 20, 1935. l 
/ ` 


MR. SPEAKER: ` T 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 1935, 


at 11:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No, 433 by Budget Committee; 


also, House Bill No. 434 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 435 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill 


No. 436 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 455 by Mr. McHaney of Pulaski; also, House Bill No. 467 


by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 469 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 471 by Budget Committee; 


also, House Bill No. 472 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 480 by Mr. Carter of Miller, 


Respectfully, 
MRS. HURST 
CHALRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE. ON ENROLLED BILLS 


( 
HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


r + 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 


BEE he 


| | March 20, 1935; 
MR. SPEAKER: 
) Í beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 1935, 
at 10:00 o'clock A. Me, deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 481 by Budget Committee; 


also, House Bill No. 497 by Mr. Raney of Woodruff. 
Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 20, 1935. 

MR. SPEAKER; l 

I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 20th day of March 

1935, at 11:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 500 by 
<- Federal Relations Committee; also, House Bill No. 502 by Federal Relations Committee; also, House Bill 

No. 504 by Mr. Rye of Pope; also, House Bill No. 509 by Budget Committee; also,. House Bill No. 524 

by Mr. McCollum of WoHroes . 

a . Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST : = 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Little Rock, Arkansas, 


March 21, 1935. 


- MR. SPEAKER: 
| I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 2lst day of March 


1935, at 11:33 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 323 by Mr. Carter 


of Miller. : - T 
; Respectfully, 
MRS. HURST 
; : “ CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 
HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 22, 1935. 

MR. SPEAKER: 


I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 22nd day of March l 
1935, at 10:00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No. 342 by Mr. Underhill 
of White; iio, House Bill No. 351 by Mr. McCollum of Monroe; ree House Bill No. 370 by Mr. Garner of 
Columbia; aves. House Bill No. 377 by Mr. Crawford of Mississippi; also, House Bill No. 407 by 
Mr. Childers of Lawrence; also, House Bill No. 437 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 438 by 
Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 439 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 440 by Budget 
Committee; also, House Bill No. 441 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 442 by Budget Committee; 
also, House Bill No. 457 by Budget Committee; also, House Bill No. 468 by Budget Committee; also, House 
Bill No. 518 by Mr. Raney of Woodruff. 

E ‘Respectfully, 

MRS. HURST 


 GHALRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


: E87 
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HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
March 25, 1935. 
MR. SPEAKER: | 
I beg leave to report to this Honorable Body that I did, on this, the 25th day of March 1935, 7" 
at 10;00 o'clock A. M., deliver to the Governor for his approval House Bill No, 427 by Budget Committee. 
Respectfully, 


MRS. HURST 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS 


CERTIFICATE 


Little Rock, Arkansas, 
April 6, 1935. 


We, the undersigned, Speaker and Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives of the 
Fiftieth General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, hereby certify that the foregoing pages of 
writing comprising the appendix of the Journal is a true and correct copy of the original record 
kept by the Journal Clerk and reflects all extraneous proceedings had by the various committees 


after the adjournment of the House sine die. 


t : Coy 
H. B. THORN, SPEAKER 


ATTEST: 


